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SUMMARY :
The purpose of this paper is to describe the

French-Canadian and French European (France, Belgium,
Switzerland) contributions to the study of the Pacific
Northwest Coast I[ndians peoples’ land, languages and
cultures.

In doing so, I have not intended to stress the
differences embedded within the framework of French -
francophone - and English -anglophone - ideologies,
which are dividing the continents on both side of the

' Alantic. These differences are sometimes apparent in

anthropological or ethnolinguistic studies. Nor have 1
attempted to nurture contemporary linguistic quarrels.
This study is merely an attempt to give a first
assessment of the research done by French &
Francophone scholars on the Pacific Northwest Coast,
as France has ptayed a major role in the history of
North America.

The main "subjects covered by this study are as
follows:




- mapping & geographical research.

- navigators, explorers, "Voyageurs"” &
furtraders on the Northwest Coast.

- the Pacific Northwest Coast, international
competition and political controversies.

- the role of the missionaries,

- history, anthropology and linguistics. on
the Northwest Coast.

In studying this material, I have considered five
periods, each involving (except for the first period)
specific socio-historical conditions on the Northwest
Coast (e.g. contacts between the Natives & the
Europeans), in North America (e.g. the goals pursued
by France. England, Spain and Russia) and in Europe
itself (mainly in relationship to France’s history).
These periods are:

1. 1562-1774: First maps on the Pacific
Northwest Coast of America; French presence
in North America and the era of “imaginary
geography"” of the 18th. century.

2. 1774-1849: The Europeans & the Northwest
Coast: fur trade, colonisation. First
missionaries.

3. 1849-1871: Imperial period: organized
colonisation and loss of the Indian land-
tenure. Acculturation. The missionaries.

4. 1871-1945: B.C.’s entry into Canadian
Confederation; attempts to integrate and to
assimilate the Native peoples; decliine in
Native demography.

5. 1945-present: Reaffirmation of the Native
identities of the Pacific Northwest Coast
and awakening of panamer ican Indian
national isms.

The French contribution during these five periods
is described both in view of the historical
development of ethnological and linguistic disciplines
(i.e. foundation of the Société des Observateurs de
1 'Homme" [1799]; Société Ethnologique de  Paris"
[18391]; "Sociéteé d’Anthropotogie”, "Société
Linguistique de Paris", etc.) and the socio-cultural
conditions which were prevailing during each of the
defined periods on the Pacific Northwest Coast.

Among the most significant contributions emerging
from. the bibliographical materials 1 have compiled
(1isted hereafter), are the following:

[Between parentheses: the dates of the first & the
last publication listed by author]

J. De 1'Is1e(1753,1775); dJ. Bellin(1755,1766); the
Buache (1753,1775); S. Engel(1765); Francois de La
Perouse (1786, publ. in 1797); E. Marchand & Chanal,

Fleurieu(1798); G. Franchere (1820); de
Roquefeuil(1823); F. Péron (1824); Duflot de
Mofras(1878); A. Pinart (1872, 1875): F.N.
Blanchet(1878); E. Petitot (1879, 1970); Le

Jeune( 1886) ; E. Hamy (1897, -1900): A. Morice
(1897,1934); La Grasserie (1902,1905): Van Gennep
(1909,-1914); H. Vignaud(1921,1922); G. Davy(1922); M.
Mauss (1921,1924); R. Lenoir(1924,1934); Cl1. Lévi-
Strauss (1943,1984): A. Leroi-Gourhan (1946);
Benveniste (1953, 1953); A Chapman( 1965) M
Guédon(1974,1984); C1. Hagége (1978,1981).

.

E.
F.

In conclusion, the accounts of the navigators,
"Voyageurs", geographers & fur-traders as well as the

materials originating from anthropological and
ethnolinguistic inquiries on the Northwest Coast are
characterized in terms of the large French

contribution in the study of the cultures & languages
of the North and South American Native peoples.

.
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