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German-French border, Saarbrücken Goldene Bremm / Spicheren

German-French border, Rilchingen-Hanweiler / Sarreguemines German-French border, Niedaltdorf / Guerstingen
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There are more than 40 border crossings 
between the Federal State of Saarland, 
Lorraine and Luxembourg. In fact, Saarbrücken 
is the only one of the 16 state capitals of the 
Federal Republic of Germany on whose 
territory a state border runs. The urban area of 
Saarbrücken borders directly on France over a 
distance of more than 10 km. 

I was born in 1971 and grew up in a small village, 
pretty close to the French border. The border 
points were always easy to pass, even before 
the Schengen Agreement came into force. 
Like anybody, I accepted the rare controls. It 
was perhaps like accepting an annual cold. 
“After Schengen” the border disappeared more 
and more from my (and also the collective) 
consciousness over the years, a state that I still 
appreciate very much today. All the more it hit 
me to be confronted with closure of this border 
for the first time in my life. The obvious conse-
quence for me was the creation of the photo 
series with which I wanted to document this 
unpleasant and hopefully unique state.

All photos were taken between March 27 and 
April 10, 2020. For the compelte series, see my 
website.
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German-Luxembourg border, Nennig / Remich

German-French border, Perl / Apach

German-French border, Emmersweiler / Morsbach

German-French border, Bisten / Merten

German-French border, Reinheim / BliesbruckGerman-French border, Brenschelbach / Schweyen
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I wrote CONFINED BODY during the confinement. I was a 
prohibited citizen, banned citizen. I had no right to move or to 
travel. My body has become a frontier. Mobile frontier. The thin and 
thick membrane barrier between me and the world of contagion. 
My body was confined. I was observing and watching my body 
as a fortress and at the same time as an imprisoned organism. 
Recluded, cut off, isolated, limited, forbidden, confined, in 
quarantine, in silence, in immobility. I wrote this poem observing 
my confined body and everything that came out and that I let in 
inside my body. It was a traumatic experience.

Natasha Sardzoska (1979), poet, writer, essayist, polyglot translator 
and interpreter was born in Skopje in Macedonia. She holds a PhD 
in anthropology from the Eberhard Karls University of Tübingen, 
Sorbonne Nouvelle in Paris and University of Bergamo. She has 
published the poetry books Blue Room, Skin, He pulled me with 
invisible string, Living Water, Coccyx, essays, academic papers 
and short stories. Her books are published books in the USA and 
Italy and her selected poems are translated in international literary 
reviews in more than 20 world languages. Her poem Doll on Strings 
has been published in the International Poetry Anthology against 
child abuse. She has performed at international poetry festivals 
among which: Ars Poetica in Bratislava; Words Wide Open in 
Genova; Scream in Rijeka; in the Revoltella Museum in Trieste; in 
the Academy of Arts for the Poetry Festival of Berlin; at the Sha’ar 
International Poetry Festival performing with sax, contrabass and 
contemporary dance in the Yaffa Theatre in Tel Aviv as well as at 
the biggest poetry festival in the world in Medellin in Columbia.

Email: natasha.sar@gmail.com   

Twitter: @NSardzoska 
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