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CHAIR’S MESSAGE

What a pleasure it is, as chair of the UVic History Department, to introduce the
latest issue of The Ascendant Historian. Year after year, this publication
continues to showcase the intellectual curiosity, dedication and talents of our
undergraduate students. More than just a collection of essays, the journal
reflects the very best of our vibrant academic community, a place where ideas
are explored, critical research thrives, writing (and rewriting) is strengthened
through peer review, and new meaningful scholarship on important subjects
emerges. Our world needs more spaces like this.

I extend my sincere appreciation to all of the student contributors, the editors
and peer reviewers, and the faculty mentors whose support and hard work made
this collaborative project possible. Congratulations to everyone involved on this
impressive achievement.

Dr. Martin Bunton, Department Chair, May 2026



