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Don Proch is a Manitoba artist who lives in Winnipeg. Born in 1944 of Ukranian-
Canadian parents, he was raised initially by his settler grandparents on their original
pioneer homestead without the benefit of modern conveniences. In this way he ex-
perienced key parts of pioneer life. Proch specializes in silkscreen prints and
sculpture. The main line of his prints contain humanized landscapes of a now tamed
nature, the aesthetic representation of the product of the labours of pioneer set-
tlers, while his sculpture ranges from large scale environments to intriguing masks,
humanoid heads interpenetrated by the natural environment that created them and
that they in turn helped to modify or recreate.

The miniature piece on the cover of this issue, while not a mask, belongs with the
masks. It was done for the annual professional artists miniature show (CARFAC).

The print Night Rails on the cover of the last issue, uses perspective in a sense
as the single rail line faces the viewer head-on. No matter which angle he views it
from (try it). Similarly, each member of a group of viewers simultaneously see the
single line head-on. As well as suggesting the way in whch the railways traditionally
bound together the various parts of the Canadian community, this image gives
expression to a populist view of reality which recognizes every individual viewer as
a unique being while stressing the commonality of shared experience.

Kenneth James Hughes
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