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I The early m&ﬂnmgzog—(]axma/cq 27, 2016, ol exaclly 9:02
AM onv o (Jednesday, § enlered infe The foster cane
5qa&mquwﬂvagamwnt I was scared. § had Iitlle
lo ne expenrience in the world. § had enly Traveled

were shyscrapers in ([ictoria. § had ne idea that
,fan%o/wtwa,agdl of flowers, or Thal lizarnds came sut in
the swmmex, a}m?mﬂzmxf&wck/e/s and cherry blossoms.
I never knew Tthat buses could Take yow acress The cily,

the world werked, and J had ne idea whe § was.
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J was sheltered, To say The least: & didn't do nermal
things thal mest 16-year-olds did. (nce J gsTon o yeulh
Thall mest pesple my ag&hada]mdq deal‘bww‘ba/longz
ﬁm&ag& Owa»qwﬂw.?/wmat yowhe allowed o take
mog—qmdgrm an adult; using shills meost youlh my
ag&wouldhauea]hmdqpﬂacﬂdedwchm ceolu'n?qm
own meals, hqmg«qea/vm&ooa& Wmmm
werld on your ewny andbuqmg,bmﬁck&'&s To commule T
wMom&ch&of.
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J didn't have these skills; wa//v,m? inle adultheed wasn't
exaclly eafsgéoﬂ/nw. wam Mt&&aw
fum&{ whe/ww%qﬂungwou]dg&ge&éecﬁqﬁuw because
cﬂcouldw'tuna?uwhowanqﬂun?wuldg&ww
JInstead, ony my first week on o youlh agreement; d
doscweudhewaxfwwwéwdmdﬂwmtoﬁlwm?
wmcﬂimthnﬁq knew This was MMZ&&&MW
Mélwltwwou!db&
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AL 18, J meved inle my lr%tbtmd'é Wtfhmn&whm
we shared ene reem wilh twre beds, wd%eté—u//sﬁchm.
corpels full of painl splotlens andlm?,{sbmm% of hair,
and pencil 5/zau‘£mg/5. J was an artist and she was a
wailer, — mnwdealetsﬁmwmm&?eﬁm J lived
m%&é—%nuf /Mﬁqca@eﬁhi?héchedm@nwﬁbuﬂqm
oﬁwlleg& J /eamwdhwrt&ua//q 'lh}wcaﬁ,eoﬁnufédér
Mmog—m g)wcwiednwws o person, MWI
me The life skills § needed for adulling. As herrible as §
was ata’f:,wm? they alse- helped me learn how To drive.

cﬂamgaa&gultoﬁwmémaﬂﬂwcaww gave me.
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Once § turned 18, § knew § needed T learn hour To read
semehow; bul ol thal peint, d henestly didn' even knous
houws To nead my M@mémwm%éw
my hardest, § weuld never be able To complele schosl,
because § simply couldn't even nead. (,Uhile/nu”we/vs were
/mm?m-wm%wwm?mwmm
universidy pregrams, I never had the reassurance that J
wou]dgmduate. Celle?@um/s o theughl thal weuld crsss
my mind ot times, MWWMIM egeducatcm
unﬂwuﬁham?mwmaﬂb wmﬂﬂ? andneadiwg«skdls nel
mlqé»dtdaunﬁn?— i felt nearly impossible. How could §
werk en homework when J cou/drv‘twmuad-a,twé-mt—
grade level as an 18-year-old?

“
1\t
"\\..
AL 1.
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Sofnmmf F&op]&ﬂwu?htg was Mnmhmand
that § wouldd&noﬁu}t% This metivated me o show
them thal § could de this. § ceuld learn how o read.
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Finally, mogfﬂwgdumﬁmlﬂsswm B
a,tmq 5ch094’[bﬁkﬁwﬁhwt9hdpm&/eam G" ),
lo nead. She worked with me every doy : s\\j
afler schosl for lws years and with her -
help; § learned to nead. ([)e storted with RN
preschos! level reading, numbers, and
colours. § Iilerally had to work my way

thhough each grade sven tive yeans.

made Jlashcards, studied; and. finally ﬂﬂ =
feanned tonead at 8. niting is st hand. O

- but § wrele This! find am surprisingly -
good ot math and. ast: § graduated. high \

school, and § am proud oﬁmsdg because
didn't think § weuld. ever, complele schosl.

gmwwmmwdgw
growing up; /me mmw
m%wad&gmmmm. drepped
oul; MMWW—quadér
thall ne maller howr hord things ?et.cg can
ngmmtmmw
ﬂws&nfle,w in life. écmplmtglewm
mm”wtmmme,smmm wa/k,m:fdo?m
Wmoﬂnwb? andsibpt&snwllmﬁwm
whenever J decide To. J can do whalever
wantwtﬂvmql%ebemecﬂ W&Wd&ﬂb“
that is oll § ever wanled.
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gmwgg/mm?mwmmwegmqw& having
my swn space and place; and having the nesponsibilily te
cook; clean; gel grocenies, budgel; schedule; and be o deg
M-WWW%M J mcca.sé—ullx{ ggtmx{adéfw
scheol, learned To nead, and newr 4 live in a nice house with
my partner; his family, and sur deg. J love arl and wanl to

be o tallos arlist cﬂmsu&n?mafmnﬁcuhépwmcg
can be o Tallos arlist
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"?L'ru:lhf, Jd like to thank oll the wemen whe Teok o part in

raising me threughoul my ligwe,. Your actions helped shape

me inle the weman J am Teday.
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Dorothy Stirling
Lower Nicola Valley
Nie?kepmxc Nation

Life plan:
Working to be an Indigenous
artist and tattoo artist

Likes:
| like to write and illustrate
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