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Abstract: Trauma studies has emerged as one of the most dynamic and
interdisciplinary fields of inquiry in contemporary humanities research. In recent
years, particular attention has been devoted to the experiences of children and
youth, whose encounters with personal, familial, social, and historical trauma often
shape their emotional development, identity formation, and sense of belonging. The
contributions included in this issue examine trauma from multiple perspectives
using a variety of theoretical frameworks, offering rich insights into the ways
memory functions in shaping individual and collective identities.
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Trauma studies has emerged as one of the most dynamic and interdisciplinary fields of inquiry
in contemporary humanities research. In recent years, particular attention has been devoted to the
experiences of children and youth, whose encounters with personal, familial, social, and historical
trauma often shape their emotional development, identity formation, and sense of belonging. As a
field that intersects with literature, psychology, history, memory studies, gender studies, disability
studies, childhood and youth studies, and cultural studies, trauma studies provides valuable
frameworks for examining the enduring effects of suffering across generations. Literary,
autobiographical, cinematic, and cultural narratives have increasingly become important sites for
understanding how children, adolescents, and adults negotiate experiences of loss, violence,
displacement, marginalization, and recovery. Recognizing the growing scholarly engagement with
these concerns, this special issue brings together a diverse collection of essays that explore the
complex relationships between trauma, memory, identity, resilience, childhood, youth, and
representation across a wide range of works and cultural contexts.

The contributions included in this issue examine trauma from multiple perspectives using a
variety of theoretical frameworks, offering rich insights into the ways memory functions in shaping
individual and collective identities. The issue opens with Shweta Chaudhary’s study of Geetanjali
Shree’s Tomb of Sand, a novel that investigates the role of cultural memory and Partition trauma
in the protagonist’s journey toward self-discovery and reconciliation. The second paper, by Palak
and Aruna Bhat, explores childhood memory and criminal self-construction in two novels, Patrick
McCabe’s The Butcher Boy and lain Banks’s The Wasp Factory, demonstrating how traumatic
childhood experiences influence adult identity and behavior.

In the third article, Sahil Rapriya and Nitesh Rajpurohit use the lens of the three-factor theory
of child abuse to examine a trilogy of memoirs by Dave Pelzer, highlighting the devastating
consequences of child maltreatment while foregrounding resilience and survival. The fourth
contribution, by Suhani Thakur and Deepakumari S., analyzes the raakhas folklore recounted in
Mahabir Kumar’s book, Indian Caribbean Folklore Spirits, exploring the intersections of maternal
trauma, cultural memory, folklore, and Girmitiya history. In the fifth paper, Saumya Agarwal and
Nagendra Kumar investigate the therapeutic role of ecological spaces in two short stories, Kate
Chopin’s “The Story of an Hour” and Ernest Hemingway’s “Big Two-Hearted River”, presenting
nature as a significant site of trauma recovery and emotional healing.

The next article, by Simranjit Kaur and Pawandeep Kaur, examines trauma, memory, and
identity in postcolonial Indian English fiction through selected stories by Bapsi Sidhwa, Shashi
Deshpande, Anita Desai, and Manju Kapur. It highlights how literature becomes a space for
recovering marginalized voices and confronting historical and gendered violence. This is followed
by Utsha Nishad’s feminist reading of Banu Mushtaq’s short story, “Stone Slabs for Shaista
Mahal”, which investigates denied mourning, intergenerational trauma, and the politics of grief
through the concepts of postmemory and gendered suffering.
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The eighth paper, by Nirmala and Aakash Deep, focuses on autobiographical memory and
trauma testimony in two memoirs, Susanna Kaysen’s Girl, Interrupted and Brent Runyon’s The
Burn Journals, emphasizing the memoir as a powerful medium for reconstructing fractured
identities and articulating experiences of psychological crisis. In the ninth contribution, Varupi
Chahal and Neha Paliwal examine Judith Ellen Heumann’s Being Heumann: An unrepentant
memoir of a disability rights activist, exploring the intersections of disability, gender, trauma, and
resistance while highlighting the transformative potential of activism and collective agency.

The final three papers extend the scope of trauma studies into contemporary visual and
ecological narratives. Ishika Mahajan and Irshad Ahmad Itoo explore representations of childhood
trauma and memory in contemporary Hindi cinema through three films, Qala, Chhapaak, and The
Sky Is Pink, while Mehvish Nawreen and Irshad Ahmad Itoo investigate somatic memory,
embodiment, and cinematic representations of childhood trauma in the films The Tale and The
Perks of Being a Wallflower. In the concluding paper, Shweta Singh examines the changing
cultural and ecological landscapes of Arunachal Pradesh in Mamang Dai’s novel, Escaping the
Land, highlighting the tensions between Indigenous traditions, cultural memory, and modern
developmental aspirations.

Collectively, the essays in this special issue demonstrate the continuing relevance of trauma
studies in understanding the complexities of human experience across diverse historical, cultural,
and geographical contexts. They illuminate the ways in which narratives of suffering,
remembrance, resistance, and recovery contribute to broader conversations about identity, justice,
belonging, and social transformation.

I hope that this special issue will serve as a valuable resource for scholars, researchers, students,
and readers interested in trauma studies, memory studies, cultural studies, and related
interdisciplinary fields. I extend my sincere gratitude to all the contributors, reviewers, and
members of the editorial team whose dedication and scholarly commitment made this publication
possible.



