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The child Welfare system in Canada is a
complex thing to understand, Fester
care can be a Very hea\lj topic for
these directly impacted by the system,

I am Writing this article as a _\!,.i,c—tim of
the child Welfare system, 'B’éihg an

Indigensus youth from annipeg,

Maniteba, I grew up in the sgstem
under Maniteha child and Family
Services (CFS). I Knew firsthand that
Wheever gees threugh the system leses
a piece of their identity, I am alse a
student and an amateur analyzer whe
liKes to research these tepics that
have impacted my family for many

3enerations.

I picked thunder and lightning as my
title and main image for my stery,
because thunder and lightning can
start very destructive fires, but
they alse inspire awe,
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When I wWas grewing up on the
prairies, there weuld be huge
thundersterms during the spring and
summertime, I remember I could see
the lightning se clearly in the spen
prairie sKy. I weuld leeK through the
Windew and see Very darK cleuds at
night, I'd see these quicK flashes of
lightning and thunder. They Would be
gone in a matter of ten minutes, It
was se ceel,

I liKe it because it alse ressnates
With my auntie, Wwhe finds these
sterms beautiful, It was hard te
hear the thunder semetimes bhecause
there is a let of Wind and city neise

in Winnipeg, Semetimes, I Wasn't

sure if the lights were lightning or
the lijhts of the cop cars,
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In this article, I Wen't share a lot
abeut my persenal experience in the
system, because I Knew it can be
triggering te sthers whe have gone
threugh similar experiences, and 1
Want te respect their healing. There
are a lot of questions that need to be

asked about the system, but for me,
the question I mest Want answers to
is: How and Why did the fester care
system cause se much harm to these
Whe Were a part of it?

To answer this impertant question, I
wWanted te de my owWn research inte
this tepic, I focused on reliable,
published seurces and I found seme
interesting infermation as Well as
firsthand stoeries of Victims whe
grew up in the system, The
information I found Was fecused on
three topics: trust, colenization, and
residential schesls,




International Journal of Child, Youth and Family Studies (2024) 15(1): 47-66
“ L
Trust

The first peint I Wwant te maKe is that
trust is an impertant aspect
surrounding the child welfare system
and Indigenous PeoP[e, Trust issues geo
wWay bacK as the child Welfare system
has contributed te horrible things
against the Indigensus peoples of

Canada,

I Know that in Maniteba, cFS (child and
Family Services) still isn't
trustwerthy as, despite claims and
changes, they still taKe children away
frem their homes and parents upen birth
or in early childheed. In my research, I
found articles and steries by several
survivers af the system whe stated
they felt hope(ess fearfu( " and

‘scared  because the government that
they theught they could trust ended up
threwing them in places wWhere they
Were considered ' unfit’ (Edvlards nd.;
Hehsen, 2022),
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s stated in the article " Fighting
Fester Care by Kyle EdWards (nd.),
many parents, Wwhen they give hirth,
are sKeptical absut secial werkKers, as
certain agencies such as CF5 put
practices in place that determine if a
parent is suitable fer raising their
child. The actions of CF5 lead to many
parents rebelling against the system,

mainly Keeping the pregnancy private
and net sgeKing he(fx on other essential

matters,

The distrust betwWeen secial werKers
and Indigensus pesple is a serieus
matter, The child ull:zlfare sys‘f:’em has
been described as a toxXic leep that is
“broKen” (Miljure & Jenes, 2021), The
202/ census tells us that Indigenous
children maKe up T1.6% of the child
pepulation in Canada but 53.7T% of
children in foster care (Statistics
Canada, ZOZ‘,‘).
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Cindy Blackstock, executive directer
of the First Natiens child and Family
Caring Seciety, has called for direct
action and Wen several legal erders in
court te get better justice for
Indigensus children in care, but the

goVernment didn't comp(y (Semes,
2021). Many calls for action have been
made, such as these of the Truth and
Reconciliation Commission in 2015 (TRC,
2015a) and Jordan's Principle
(Government of canda, 2024), Which

aims teo eliminate inequalities and
serVice delays for Indigeneus children,
Justin Trudeau intreduced new
Indigensus child Welfare legislation in
2019 ((Io\lernment of canada, 2019).
But what's impertant te nete is that
even if things Were more unfair in the
past, the issues of discrimination and
racism are still there, reflecting hew
the gevernment treats Indigenous

people.
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f\s stated by Mary Teegee, executive
directer of Carrier SeKani Fa'l'milg
ServVices in British Columbia, this isn't
just because Indigensus Peop(e can t
taKe care of their children, It's because

of 3eneration aftter 3eneration of

attacks on family, class, and nation
structures’ (quoted in Hohsen, 2022),

Even teday, despite many changes teo
impreve the system te a certain degree,
nething significant has happened teo
restere that breKen trust, I persenally
den't think it Will be fixed anytime
seon, The peint I'm maKing here is that
trust is semething that must be earned,
and based on past and current events,
the trust between Indigeneus pesples,
the child Welfare system, and the
federal government isn't being restered.
Trust is liKe a chain, and the chain
linKing the system and gevernment to
Indigeneus people is ereded; it is rusty
and breKen, The links are ne longer

connected,

\
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Colonization

Anether facter that plays inte the child
welfare system still not being
trustwerthy is the impact of
colonization, Colenization has had a
lasting effect on many First Nations
communities here in the Americas. The
foster care and child Welfare systems
still carry a very harmful past, due te
their rosts stemming bacK te the
residential schesl days, the 60s Scoop,
and When the child Wwelfare system was
established during the second half of the
20th century (Hsebsen, 2022; TR,
2015b),

It is clear that discrimination and
racism Were the main values of
colonization, The fact that Indijenous
peeple Were targeted throughout histery
caused a lot of intergeneratisnal trauma
that new adds te the recKy relatienship
between Indigeneus peoples and the child
Welfare system,

2
s
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To me, how Indigencus pesple Were
treated in the past led te many abusive
acts tewards them, restrictions, and
repercussions, Residential schesls Were
put inte place, Which then slewly
transitioned inte the child Wwelfare and
foster care system that We Knew teday,
Discrimination and racism are still the
main reasens for the System's existence,
That's Wwhy it's hard for a lot of
Indigencus peeple to trust the
goVernment and the child Welfare system,

Colonization alse impacts eur envirenment,
Proemises of Protecting old groulth
ferests, sur homelands, Keep getting

breKen time and time again, This is ulhy

trust has e come befere any imprevement
to services, We deserve our swWn self-
government; We had this befere
colonization, Even small Nations managed
to find success in their ewn self—
gevernments te impreve their communities
and trade With other Nations,
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Once colonization teoK place, it caused
conflict between the colonizers and
Indigensus peeple, and ameng sur
Indigeneus Nations,

Nations started to use colonial ideas
for their ewn gains, causing conflict
wWith ether Nations areund them. The’
had ne cheice to survive, but the

damage wWas dene, We adopted colonial

mindsets of exp(oitation and PrOfit
and stopped caring for each other.
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The Residential
Schoel System

Colonization has impacted milliens, but
the intreduction of residential scheels is
sne of the main reasens why the child
Welfare system still isn't trustwerthy
from the perspective of ILndigensus

Feop(eS.

This is a Very deep topic as residential
schesls have impacted theusands of
Indigensus peeople, including my ewn
family. My twoe bislegical parents went to
residential schesls, and my grandmether
alse attended. This explains where things
started. The effects still linger to this
day as it's a direct result of the values
of colonization, It's clear that the
residential schoeol system wWas intended teo
separate children from their homes se
these children could live in a White
people home . It Was a harmful, very
destructive strategy for getting rid of
Indigensus people’s culture and heritage.
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The child Welfare and fester care
systems eriginate from the
residential schesl system (Semes,
2021; TRc, 2015k), When
residential schesls Were full or
started to close, the gsvernment
created the child welfare system,
f\s many pesple have stated, the
current child welfare system is the
:eul residential schesl system, as

foster care replaced residentjal
schesls for Indigensus children
(Semes, 2021).

Journalists Ben Miljure and
Alexandra Mae Jones (2021) discuss
hew the current child welfare
system is new often called the

1] n
Millennium ScooF because more

children than ever before are beinj
taKen by the system.
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The lingering issue that happened in
residential schesl is trauma, The
trauma can cause pesple to do things
such as drinKing and drugs, Which
imFacts neXt generatiens,

Traumais a very complicated and
complex issue for these Whe den't
understand the system. Poverty is
alse mentioned by advecates as
ansther cause of intergeneratisnal
trauma (Hehsen, 2022; Semes, 2021),

The sgstem and gevernment caused
the traumas Which lead te children
being taKen away. They caused the

mess and they are newW facing the

consequences of their actions,

61
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Conclusioen

The three topics that I cevered —trust,
colonization, and residentials schesls—
are clearly connected to each other, They
have all had negative impacts on
Indigensus pesple, There have been steps
te try and earn trust back b, both the
system and the gevernment, but there's
still WerK needed from both sides as
Indigensus peoples learn te trust the

3o\lernment again,

Colonization created a road that led us
te residential scheels, and this read led
us te the current child welfare system,
When I thinK of the child welfare
system, the image that comes to mind is

an unpaved, recKy read full of pothsles,
Ne matter hew much We patchiit up, the
cracks Will always be there, Our pesple

continue teo fall through these cracks.

The read is under—ressurced, it is net
safe to navigate, and it is a real hazard
to us as Indigensus people,
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In Writing this stery, I wanted teo
educate secial WwerKers, especially

wWhite ones, te learn abeut these issues
and navigate better teward Indigensus
peeple to understand what we went
through, the racism and the

discrimination We experience.

The foster parents and the secial
wWerKers are the snes Whe need teo be
educated, because the child did nething
Wreng; it's net their fault their
childhood Wasn't perfect, and every
child deserves a parent, We are mere
than a paycheque, The system has te
deal With fester parents in a mere
prefessienal Way rather than
neglecting these cases where children
are abused, because it's still gsing on
teday. These youth had troubled
childheods; they need suppeorts,
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We lesK up te sur secial werKers and
srganizations that are trying te impreve and
be there for us, but the system gets in the
wWay— funding, the training and education of
secial WerKers, lacK of foster parents—
there's s many gaps that all maKe it
difficult. We need fair funding for
Indigensus serVices, We're sne of the best
countries in the Wwerld, but We give it away,
such as letting industry g¢ threugh many _
sacred lands, old grewth ferests getting cut
dewn, instead of supperting Indigensus
families Whe need it,

Soeme people grow up witheut ;-m3 culture or
the:’ have to rediscoever their ewn identity,
I lost a piece of mgseh‘ in the system. I

don’ t Knew much abeut my teachings and my
culture, It's a hard process, but the mere
wWe Write about it, the mere (iKely it is that
things Will change, One of the steps needed
meVing ferward fer recenciliation is eur swn
goVerﬁ\m_qn_t, I think it's geing te be huge
part of my life going forward if I want te
beceme an Indigeneus jeurnalist.
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