


























Bird Leg 
Rings on the 
Northwest 
Coast? 

Grant Keddie 

There are a variety of small artifacts found on the Northwest 
Coast that are often assumed to be forms of body adornment. Some 
ofthese likely had other functions. Three examples described here 
might normally be assumed to be pendants. I think we should 
consider the possibility that these may have been used as bird leg 
rings for ho lding live decoy or pets. 

A common type of artifact in Polynesia is the kaka poria 
or bird leg ring made of stone or whale, bird and human bone. 
They were used "to hold tame kaka birds (Nestor meridiana/is) as 
a decoy for capturing wild birds in the forest (Phillips 1955: 145). 
The leg of the tame bird was held in a larger hole and the attached 
string tether was generally tied through a smaller hole located in a 
protrusion from the larger ring or just inside the edge of the ring 
(Figure I below). 

The vocalizations of the tethered birds attracted wild birds to 
local branches rigged with snares that would be pulled closed with 

Figure 1. Examples of Maori bird leg rings from New Zealand ; .re­
drawn after Phillips (1955, Figure. 27) and other examples from the 
New Zealand National Museum and the British Museum. 

Figure 2 (above right). Possible bird rings from southern B.C. 

12 The Midden 43(1) 

a cord. They were used for different birds, but more commonly 
for decoy parrots. 

A characteristic of these artifacts are sets of three lines or 
protruding parts that are interpreted as representing bird feet, 9r 
other extensions that represent bird tai ls or bird heads. 

Columbia River 
A pair of rings with a parrot-like head protruding from 

each was found at the Indian Well Site on the Columbia River 
in Oregon (Figure 3 page over). 

· One of these has a protrusion opposite the head with a bro­
ken line bole. The other is similar, but with part of this section 
broken off. There are slight protrusions on the top and bottom 
which may represent feet. 

These are described as carved stone rings by Emory Strong 
( 1959: 13 1- 132), who comments that: " Rings are quite rare. The 
most of those found came from the Condon and Indian Well sites, 
but a few have been found elsewhere, practically all of them 
in The Dalles area. Fig. 46 shows a pair of carved rings found 
together in the Indian Well site." 

British Columbia 
Two examples of possible bird leg rings from British Co­

lumbia are in the collection of the Royal B.C. Museum (Figure 
2 above). 

One, DeRt-7.:3, was a surface find from a shell midden si te 
at A iken Point on Mayne Island. It is a flat, slightly oval, ground 
soapstone (28mm x 28.5mm; 4mm th.) with a central5mm ho le. 
An incised 12mm circle around this hole has produced a 3mm 
high ring around the hole on both sides. 

On one edge of the artifact is a small extension (4mm x 
8mm) shaped like the thick end of a triangle. This extension 
has a small 2mm hole in the middle. On the edge opposite the 
extension is a row of three decorative grooves, 2mm apart, cut 
across the edge. It weighs 5. 1 grams. 

Another example, EbRj-Y: 11 72, is from the general area 
of Lytton. rt is a flat, slightly squarish, ground soapstone-l ike 



Figure 3. Possible bird rings from the Columbia River. 

material (28mm; 3rnm th.) with a cen­
tral 5rnm hole. On side 1 there are two 
incised circles around this hole (outer 
15mm diam.) that have produced two 
3rnm raised rings. Side 2 has only a single 
raised ring (IOrnm diam.). A small 3rnm 
hole is located close to the edge above the 
larger hole. On side 1 there are ten grooved 
lines that extend from the circle around the 
central hole toward the edge. A group of 
three lines on each side of the central hole 
with a group of two lines between these at 
the bottom and a single line on each side 
of the upper hole. Side 2 has 12 radiating 
lines with three groups of three and one of 
four lines. It weights 4 grams. 

Discussion 
We do not have direct ethnographic 

information about the use of these artifacts 
on the Northwest Coast. However, we do 
know that it was not uncommon for First 
Nations to keep birds as pets (Elmendorf 
and Kroeber, 1992: 115, n 89-90). Ray 
notes that Interior Salish speakers kept 
grouse, magpies, prairie chickens, ducks 

and geese (Ray 1942:124). Many species 
of birds were caught in snares and some, 
like Eagles, were enticed by decoy food 
and caught with a snared pole as well as 
by hand (Drucker 1950: 175). A Quinault 
consultant of Olson (1936: 137), who was 
born on the Washington coast about 1835, 
noted the keeping of numerous pets, which 
included "all manner of birds." 

Tethers may also have been used for 
other animals. The heads on the two rings 
from the Dalles area could be interpreted 
as turtle-like. 

Conclusion 
In the two artifact examples from 

southern B.C., the three notches in one 
and the groups of three lines in the other 
are reminiscent of the bird foot patterns 
on the Polynesian foot rings. Considering 
these, with the more intriguing pair of 
rings with animal beads from the Colum­
bia River-could these be bird leg rings? 
This is presented here as speculation, but 
as the archaeological sample builds up; 
this may be a worthy subject to pursue. 
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Over the past few years, we have fallen behind in publishing the permits by nearly a year. While striving to include feature 
content, space has been tight and the volume of permits annually issued has exceeded our capacity to keep up. We recognize 
that many of our readers rely on this service, and therefore, in an effort to both improve your access to current permits and 
provide more space for content within the limited pages we have available in The Midden, we are placing the permits online. 
Not only will this allow us to maintain an up-to-date service, we are also pleased to provide the complete permit listings for 
the last 50 years! 

Our Permits Editor, Richard Brolly, has spent untold hours providing these permit listings over the past many years, and 
we are grateful to Richard for his time and effort in maintaining what has been an essential service for many of our readers. 
Thank you, Richard! Please visit our website - www.asbc.bc.ca- and click on ' Publications' to access the permits index. 

The Midden Committee 
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INTERSECTIONs,. BRIDGEs, HoRizoNs: 
RECENT PUBLICATIONS 2009-10 

Rich Hutchings 

The Midden's 'Recent Publications ' was last printed in 2009 (41 [4]:15-18). There, Rastko Cvekic listed over seventy books and 
articles released between 2008 and 2009 relating to B.C. archaeology. Here, I present a selection of works to emerge since then, as 
well as a few older ones that did not make his list, mostly because they are not by strict definition 'British Columbian' or 'archaeo­
logical. ' They are nonetheless relevant, w ith numerous B.C. and Pacific Northwest ties and implications. 

A brief comment on the present list: it is far from complete, and it is most certainly biased. Regarding the first, there are hundreds of 
relevant books, book chapters, and papers in dozens of publications produced annually, thus my list here of some sixty referenc.es is 
definitively incomplete. Concerning the second point, this is a list created solely by me, thus it has a bent towards heritage, ethics, 
ecology, the historic, the recent past, the contemporary, and the coast. I have, however, attempted to cast the net as wide as p'ossible. 
There is, I think, something here for everyone. Readers should also be aware that Quentin Mackie has compiled a comprehensive online 
list of publicly available anthropology and archaeology Ph.D. and MA theses; they can be viewed at http://qmackie.wordpress.com/. 

Books 

Bell , Catherine and Val Napoleon , Editors 
2009 First Nations Cultural Heritage and Law: Case Stud-

ies, Voices, and Perspectives. UBC Press: Vancouver, B.C. 

Bell , Catherine and Robert Paterson, Editors 
2009 Protection of First Nations Cultural Heritage: Laws, 

Policy, and Reform. UBC Press: Vancouver, B .C . 

Belshaw, John 
2009 Becoming British Columbia: A Population History. 

UBC Press : Vancouver, B.C. 

Bruno , David and Julian Thomas, Editors 
2008 Handbook of Landscape Archaeology. Left Coast 

Press: Walnut Creek, CA. 

Burk, Adrienne L. 
2010 Speaking for a Long Time: Public Space and Social 

Memory in Vancouver. UBC Press: Vancouver, B .C . 

Carlson , Keith Thor 
2010 The Power of Place, the Problem of Time: Aboriginal 

Identity and Historical Consciousness in the Cauldron of 
Colonialism. University of Toronto Press: Toronto, ON. 

Carter, Sarah and Patricia McCormack, Editors 
20 10 . Recollecting: Lives of Aboriginal Women of theCa­

nadian Northwest and Borderlands. Athabasca Univers ity 
Press: Edmonton , AB. 

Cote, Charlotte 
2010 Spirits of Our Whaling Ancestors: Revitalizing 

Makah and Nuu-chah-nulth Traditions. University of 
Washington Press: Seattle, WA. 
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Delgado, James P. . 
2010 Waterfront: The Illustrated Maritime Story of Greater 

Vancouver. Stanton Atkins & Dosil Publishers: Vancouver, 
B.C. 

2009 Gold Rush Port: The Maritime Archaeology of San 
Francisco 's Waterfront. University of California Press: 
Berke ley, CA. 

Dion, Susan D. 
2009 Braiding Histories: LearningfromAboriginal People's 

Experiences and Perspectives. UBC Press: Vancouver, B .C. 

Edmonds, Penelope 
2010 Urbanizing Frontiers: Indigenous Peoples and Settlers 

in 19th-Century Pacific Rim Cities . UBC Press: Vancouver, 
B.C. 

Foster, Hamar, Benjamin L. Berger, and A.R. Buck, Editors 
2009 The Grand Experiment: Law and Legal Culture in 

British Settler Societies . UBC Press: Vancouver, B .C. 

Francis, R. Douglas 
2009 The Technological Imperative in Canada: An Intellec-

tual History. UBC Press: Vancouver, B.C. 

Hall , Thomas D. and James V. Fenelon 
2009 Indigenous Peoples and Globalization: Resistance and 

Revitalization. Paradigm Publishers: Boulder, CO. 

Irlbacher-Fox , Stephanie 
20 I 0 Finding Dahshaa: Self-Government, Social Suffering, 

and Aboriginal Policy in Canada. UBC Press: Vancouver, 
B.C. 



King, Thomas F. 
2009 Our Unprotected Heritage: Whitewashing the Destruc-

tion of our Natural and Cultural Environment. Left Coast 
Press: Walnut Creek, CA. 

Knafla Louis A. and Haijo Westra, Editors 
2010 Aboriginal Title and Indigenous Peoples: Canada, 

Australia, and New Zealand. UBC Press: Vancouver, B.C. 

Lang, George 
2008 Making Wawa: The Genesis of Chinook Jargon. UBC 

Press: Vancouver, B.C. 

McAllister, Kirsten Emiko 
2010 Terrain of Memory: A Japanese Canadian Memorial 

Project. UBC Press, Vancouver, B.C. 

McNiven, Ian J. and Lynette Russell 
2005 Appropriated Pasts: Indigenous People and the Colo-

nial Culture of Archaeology. AltaMira: Lanham, MD. 

Mapes, Lynda V. 
2009 Breaking Ground: The Lower Elwha Klallam Tribe 

and the Unearthing ofTse-whit-zen Village. University of 
Washington Press: Seattle, WA. 

Marc, Jacques . 
2009 Pacific Coast Ship China . Royal British Columbia 

Museum: Victoria, B.C. 

Mawani, Renisa 
2009 Colonial Proximities: Crossracial Encounters and Ju-

ridical Truths in British Columbia, I 871- I 92 I. UBC Press: 
Vancouver, B.C. 

Muckle, Robert J ., Editor 
2008 Reading Archaeology: An Introduction. Broadview 

Press: Peterborough, ON. 

Nicholas, George P. , Editor 
2010 Being and Becoming Indigenous Archaeologists. Left 

Coast Press: Walnut Creek, CA. 

Podruchny, Carolyn and Laura Peers, Editors 
2010 Gathering Places: Aboriginal and Fur Trade Histo-

ries. UBC Press: Vancouver, B.C. 

Regan, Paulette 
2010 Unsettling the Settler Within: Indian Residential 

Schools, Truth Telling, and Reconciliation in Canada. UBC 
Press: Vancouver, B.C. 

Rick, Torben C . and Jon M. Erlandson, Editors 
2008 Human Impacts on Ancient Marine Ecosystems: A 

Global Perspective. University of California Press: Berke­
ley, CA. 

Reimer, Chad 
2010 Writing British Columbia History, 1784-1958. UBC 

Press: Vancouver, B.C. 

Smith, Laurajane and Emma Waterton 
2009 Heritage, Communities and Archaeology. Duck-

worth: London. 

Stapp, Darby C. and Julia Longenecker 
2009 Avoiding Archaeological Disasters: A Risk-Manage-

ment Approach. Left Coast Press: Walnut Creek, CA. 

Tasa, Guy L. and Brian L. O'Neill 
2008 Dunes, Headlands, Estuaries, and Rivers: Curre(lt 

Archaeological Research on the Oregon Coast. Associa­
tion of Oregon Archaeologists, Occasional Paper No. 8: 
Eugene, OR. 

Tobias, Terry 
2010 Living Proof The Essential Data-Collection Guide . 

for Indigenous Use-and-Occupancy Map Surveys. Union 
of B.C. Indian Chiefs and Ecotrust Canada: Vancouver, 
B.C.. 

Trosper, Ronald L. 
2009 Resilience, Reciprocity and Ecological Economics: 

Northwest Coast Sustainability. Routledge: London and 
New York. 

Waterton, Emma and Laurajane Smith, Editors 
2009 Taking Archaeology Out of Heritage. Cambridge 

Scholars Publishing: Newcastle-Upon-Tyne, UK. 

Wilkinson, Charles 
2010 The People are Dancing Again: The History of the 

Siletz Tribe of Western Oregon. University Washington 
Press: Seattle , WA. 

Book Chapters and Papers 

Ames, Christopher, Andre Costopolous, and Colin Wren 
2010 8,000 years of Technological Change in the Gulf of 

Georgia: Is There a Major transition at 4850 cal BP? Cana­
dian Journal of Archaeology 34(1):64-88. 

Blake, T. Michael 
2009 Water Travel and the Definition of Territories on 

the Northwest Coast: A Coast Salish Example. In La 
Excepci6n y la Norma: Las Sociedades Indigenas de la 
Costa Noroeste de Norte America desde la Arqueologia, 
edited by A. Vila and J. Estevez, pp. 84-93. Treballs 
d'Etnoarqueologia 8, Consejo Superior de Investigaciones 
Cientfficas, Madrid . Spain. 

Byram, R. Scott 
2009 Shell Mounds and Shell Roads: the Destruction of 

Oregon Coast middens for Early Road Surfacing. Current 
Archaeological Happenings in Oregon 34(1):6-14. 
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Byram, R.' Scott 
2008 Colonial Power and Indigenous Justice: Fur Trade 

Violence and its Aftermath in Yaquina Narrative. Oregon 
Historical Quarterly 108(3):358-387. 

Campbell, Sarah and Virginia Butler 
2010 Archaeological Evidence for Resilience of Pacific 

Northwest Salmon Populations and the Socioecological 
System Over the Last -7,500 years. Ecology and Society 
15( 1): 17. Available online: http://www.ecologyandsociety. 
org/vol15/iss 1/art 17 I 

Coupland, Gary, Kathlyn Stewart, and Katherine Patton 
2010 'Do You Never Get Tired of Salmon? Evidence for 

Extreme Salmon Specialization at Prince Rupert Harbour, 
British Columbia. Journal of Anthropological Archaeology 
29(2):189-207. 

Erlandson, Jon M. 
2010 As the World Warms: Rising Seas, Coastal Archae-

ology, and the Erosion of Maritime History. Journal of 
Coastal Conservation, In Press. 

Erlandson, Jon M., Michael H. Graham, B.J. Bourque, Debra 
Corbett, J .A. Estes, and RobertS. Steneck 

2007 The Kelp Highway Hypothesis: Marine Ecology, the 
Coastal Migration Theory, and the Peopling of the Ameri­
ca's. Journal of Island and Coastal Archaeology 2(2): 161-
174. 

Fedje, Daryl W., Ian D. Sumpter, and John R. Southon 
2009 Sea Levels and Archaeology in the Gulf Islands 

National Park Reserve. Canadian Journal ofArchaeology 
33(2):234-253. 

Grier, Colin , Patrick Dolan, Kelly Derr, and Eric McLay 
2009 Assessing Sea Level Changes in the Southern Gulf 

Islands of British Columbia Using Archaeological Data 
from Coastal Spit Locations. Canadian Journal of Archae­
ology 33(2):254-280. 

Hollowell, Julie J. and George P. Nicholas 
2009 Using Ethnographic Methods to Articulate Commu-

nity-Based Conceptions of Cultural Heritage Management. 
Public Archaeology 8(2/3):141 -160. 

2008 A Critical Assessment of Uses of Ethnography in 
Archaeology. In Ethnographic Archaeologies: Reflections 
on Stakeholders and Archaeological Practices, edited by 
Q. Castenada and C. Matthews, pp. 63-94. AltaMira Press, 
CA. 

Kenady, Stephen M., Michael C. Wilson, Randall F. Schalk, 
and Robert R. Mierendorf 

2010 Late Pleistocene Butchered Bison antiquus from Ayer 
Pond, Orcas Island, Pacific Northwest: Age Confirmation 
and Taphonomy. Quaternary International, In Press. 
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Klassen, Michael A., Rick Budhwa, and Rudy Reirner/Yumks 
2009 First Nations, Forestry, and the Transformation of Ar-

chaeological Practice in British Columbia, Canada. Heritage 
Management 2(2):199-238. 

La Salle, Marina J . 
2010 Community Collaboration and Other Good Intentions. 

Archaeologies 6(3):40 1-422. 

Lepofsky, Dana 
2009 The Past, Present, and Future of Traditional Resource 

and Environmental Management. Journal of Ethnobiology 
29(2): 161-166. 

Losey, Robert J ., 
2010 Animism as a Means of Exploring Archaeological · 

Fishing Structures on Willapa Bay, Washington, USA. Cam­
bridge Archaeological Journa/20(1): 17-32. 

Lyons, Natasha, Peter Dawson, Matthew Walls, Donald Uluad-. 
luak, Louis Angalik, Mark Kalluak, Philip Kigusiutuak, 
Luke Kiniksi, Joe Karetak, and Luke Suluk 

2010 Person , Place, Memory, Thing: How Inuit Elders are 
Informing Archaeological Practice in the Canadian North. 
Canadian Journal ofArchaeology 34(1):1-31. 

McMillan, Alan D., lain McKechnie, Denis E. St. Claire and S . 
Gay Frederick 

2008 Exploring Variability in Maritime Resource Use on 
the Northwest Coast: a Case Study from Barkley Sound, 
Western Vancouver Island. Canadian Journal of Archaeol-
ogy 32:214-238. · 

Marquardt, William H. 
2010 Shell Mounds in the Southeast: Middens, Monuments, 

Temple Mounds, Rings, or Works? American Antiquity 
75(3):551-570. 

Morin, Jesse 
20 10 Ritual Architecture in Prehistoric Complex Hunter-

Gatherer Communities: a Potential Example from Keat­
ley Creek, on the Canadian Plateau. American Antiquity 
75(3):599-625. 

Moss, Madonna L. 
2010 Re-Thinking Subsistence on the Northwest Coast: The 

Value of Zooarchaeology in Contemporary Struggles over 
Fish and Wildlife in Alaska. In La Excepci6n y Ia Norma: 
Las Sociedades lndigenas de Ia Costa Noroeste de Norte 
America desde la Arqueologia, edited by Assumpcio Vila 
and Jordi Estevez. Treballs d 'Etnoarqueologia 8, Consejo 
Superior de Investigaciones Cientfficas, Madrid. Spain. 

Nicholas , George P. 
20 I 0 Seeking the End of Indigenous Archaeology. In Bridg-

ing the Divide: Indigenous Communities and Archaeology 
into the 21st Century, edited by H. Allen and C. Phillips, pp. 
233-252. Left Coast Press, Walnut Creek, CA. 



Nicholas, George P., Catherine Bell, Kelly Bannister, Sven 
Ouzman and Jane Anderson 

2010 Intellectual Property Issues in Heritage Management, 
Part 1: Challenges and Opportunities Relating to Appro­
priation, Information Access, Bioarchaeology, and Cultural 
Tourism. Heritage Management 3(1):261-286. 

Nicholas, George P., Catherine Bell, Rosemary Coombe, John 
R. Welch, Brian Noble, Jane Anderson, Kelly Bannister 
and Joe Watkins 

2010 Intellectual Property Issues in Heritage Management, 
Part 2: Legal Dimensions, Ethical Considerations, and 
Collaborative Research Practices. Heritage Management 
3(1):117-147. 

Nicholas, George P. and Alison Wylie 
2009 Archaeological Finds: Legacies of Appropriation, 

Modes of Response. In The Ethics of Cultural Appro­
priation, edited by C. Brunck and J.O. Young, pp. ll-54. 
Blackwell. 

REVIEW: These Mysterious People: 
Shaping History and Archaeology in a 
Northwest Coast Community 

Susan Roy. MeGill-Queen's University Press, Montreal, 
QC.· xviii+222 pp., 39 illus., ISBN: 9780773537224 

(paperback), 9780773537217 (hardcover). $29.95 p/b, 
$95.00 h/c. 2010. 

Has archaeological practice among indigenous comrmmi­
ties on the Northwest Coast ofNorth America contributed to rac­
ist colonial objectives and processes to disassociate First Nations 
from their territories, resources, material culture, and even their 
own history? When cultural objects become "archaeological ar­
tifacts," often collected under the banner of scientific merit, what 
are the negative social, political, and economic consequences 
placed on the indigenous communities from which they were 
produced? Does science extinguish or reduce their cultural value? 
The search for these answers and related issues are explored 
within the pages of Susan Roy 's highly entertaining, informa­
tive, and provocative book, These Mysterious People: Shaping 
History and Archaeology in a Northwest Coast Community. 

This book began as a Ph.D. dissertation project at the Uni­
versity of British Columbia. The ironic title alludes to previous 
perceptions from both popular and scholarly discourses alike, 
which often centered on attempting to find out who these mys­
terious people were; however, this is not the goal of this text. 
The text pays attention to the processes by which identity is 
conceptualized and how power (social, political, and economic) 
may be drawn from these processes. Who assigns meaning to 
cultural objects and what are the particular historical/political 
circumstances within which these assertions of meaning are 
made? Susan Roy is currently a postdoctoral fellow in the Depart­
ment of History at York University and has extensive experience 

Ross, Douglas E. 
2010 Comparing the Material Lives of Asian Transmigrants 

Through the Lens of Alcohol Consumption. Journal of 
Social Archaeology 10:230-254. 

Ruttle, April 
2010 Neither Seen Nor Heard: Looking for Children in 

Northwest Coast Archaeology. Canadian Journal of Archae­
ology 34(1):64-88. 

Wilson, Michael C., Stephen M. Kenady, and Randall F. Schalk 
2009 Late Pleistocene Bison antiquus from Orcas Island, 

Washington, and the Biogeographic Importance of an 
Early Postglacial Land Mammal Dispersal Corridor.from 
the Mainland to Vancouver Island. Quaternary Research 
71(1):49-61. 

Rich Hutchings is a Doctoral candidate in Interdisciplinary Studies 
at the University of British Columbia. His dissertation_tesearch 
investigates maritime heritage and the coastal erosion threat .. 

working with Canadian First Nations groups with their struggles 
to assert title and rights to their traditional territories. 

The chapters of Roy's new book, These Mysterious People, 
examine "bow meaning and value are produced through exchange" 
(II) by emphasizing hindrances placed on the development of 
Musqueam title, rights, and history by Western-based narratives. 
The author seeks not to present a comprehensive understanding of 
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Northwest Coast peoples (or the Musqueam First Nation); rather 
Roy seeks to examine the particular sociocultural, historical, and 
political circumstances that have facilitated the transformation of 
material culture into scientific "artifacts." For example in chapter 
one, "Who Were These Mysterious People?" the purchase of the 
Fraser Arms Hotel (which significantly included cesna:m [a.k.a. 
the Marpole Midden, a.k.a The Great Fraser Midden]) by the Mus­
queam First Nation in 1991 is presented by Roy as a recent victory 
for the Musqueam in a long series of sociopolitical struggles. Her 
discussions suggest a link between the discipline of archaeology 
and colonial exploitation of indigenous communities during the 
early 1900's: "Theories about identity and migration have influ­
enced broad ideas about the legitimacy of Aboriginal territorial 
claims and European settlement in numerous colonial contexts" 
(23). 

Roy's second chapter, "Burial Grounds as Sites of Archae­
ology," summarizes her theoretical framework, based on Cole's 
( 1995) concept of"orbits of value." Painfully oversimplified, the 
contention is that when cultural objects and landscapes become 
objects of monetary value and/or academic interest, their previous 
indigenous value "transforms" into scientific value (and simulta­
neously loses its established indigenous value). The concept is 
unpacked in a recounting of the shady circumstances fashioned 
by Harlan I. Smith to obtain ethnological objects from local 
Northwest indigenous communities and people. Smith serves as 
a potent and effective example to illustrate how early archaeology 
had sometimes facilitated a situation by which Musqueam (and 
other First Nations on the Northwest Coast) were separated from 
their history and territory due to the advance of his "replacement 
theory," which claimed that the ethnographically known Coast 
Salish represented a more recent migratory wave of humans (via 
the Bering Strait) replacing an early race of"long-skulled Indians." 

In Chapter three, "Musqueam House Posts and the Con­
struction of the 'Ethnographic' Object," Roy returns to the trials 
and tribulations of H. I. Smith. This account includes interesting 
details concerning an arrangement to purchase large wooden 
figures and posts on behalf of Franz Boas (currently on display 
at Museum of Anthropology [MOA]). In this chapter, Roy (55) 
challenges the reader to "consider the ramifications," of the dis­
tinction made during the early years of American anthropology 
between an archaeological object (thus associated with the study 
of prehistory) and an ethnographic object (associated with the 
study of tradition). The author asserts this intellectual framework 
supported a narrative of aboriginal culture which served to further 
distance the Musqueam peoples from their past. 

In Chapter four, "The National Colonial Culture and the Poli­
tics ofRemoval and Reburial," Roy strikes a sensitive chord in the 
currently tense sociopolitical climate surrounding the destruction 
of ancient burial sites. The chapter begins with an excerpt from 
a letter written by Harlan I. Smith in 1927 concerning the details 
for obtaining ownership of a cedar burial box (also currently on 
display a·t MOA). In addition to the motives behind relic collectors 
such as Smith, Roy espouses the absolutely shameless exploitation 
ofloopholes in past legislation in order to acquire cultural objects 
(particularly precontact human remains). 

In the following chapter, "The Great Fraser Midden and the 
Civic Colonial Culture," the author explores the sociocultural 
milieu surrounding the placement of a monument to commemo-
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rate the archaeological significance of the Great Fraser Midden. 
Recalling Charles Hill-Tout's comparison of the historical im­
portance of the cesna:m to King Tutankhamen 's tomb, Roy (I 03) 
convincingly argues that " [m]edia discourses emphasized the 
midden's archaeological, geographical, and scientific significance 
as well as its tourist potential, [and] failed to recognize the site 
as an ancient Aboriginal village." 

Chapter six, "From Colonial Culture to Reclamation Cul­
ture: The Musqueam, Charles C. Borden, and Salvage Archae­
ology in British Columbia," is significant as Roy describes the 
collaborative relationship between Borden and the Musqueam 
Nation that would refocus archaeological discourse throughout 
British Columbia and eventually the entire nation. ln the conclud­
ing chapter, Roy summarizes her argument and reminds us' that 
the issues discussed are not a relic of the past; similar transactions 
and transgressions, with similar sociocultural issues, occilr in 
many parts of indigenous North America. 

These Mysterious People presents the audience with a story 
that is as interesting, entertaining, captivating, and provocative 
as any good crime novel, yet reflects an academic dedicated to. a 
meticulous review of archival material. I found the tone of the text 
enjoyably aggressive, and many readers will find stories about the 
Musqueam Nation's long-standing (sometimes dubious) relation­
ship with "archaeology," as well as the life-histories/trajectories 
taken by now internationally recognized artifacts (many ·on 
display at MOA), thoroughly entertaining. The unconventional 
presentation of the discipline of archaeology was refreshing, but 
not unproblematic. While the stories recounted by Roy reveal 
disturbing behaviour by amateur and professional anthropolo­
gists alike, I do not agree with the overarching theme of the text, 
which is that the discipline of archaeology has generally inflicted 
negative consequences on local indigen.ous communities. 

Roy claims that the archaeological practice "of the late nine­
teenth and early twentieth centuries" on the Northwest Coast of 
Canada (with particular emphasis within Musqueam territories) 
has had an adverse affect on the development of First Nations his­
tory and "contributed to distancing aboriginal peoples from their 
territories" (29). However, a similar archive-based reconstruction 
of early "archaeology" in nearly any region of the world would 
undoubtedly uncover similar immoral methods of recovery and 
unethical theoretical frameworks. This issue is compounded by 
the fact the transition from "amateur" to "professional" archaeol­
ogy does not have an agreed-upon date and there remains vast 
overlap between the emergence of the professional discipline 
of archaeology and the termination of unequivocally "amateur" 
relic hunters/collectors of indigenous material culture on the 
Northwest Coast. The transition occurred at various rates, with 
a range of precision and with varying degrees of success, across 
North America. The uncertainty surrounding the exact time and 
place the science of archaeology emerged into a full-fledged 
"discipline" is perhaps responsible for Roy's categorical confu­
sion. Roy has categorized relic bunters (such as C. Hill-Tout and 
H. Liesk) as archaeologists, as working within the confines of 
the discipline of archaeology. Consequently, a significant chunk 
of the history of the development of archaeology is presented 
through the lens of, at best, rogue anthropologists, working on the 
fringes of what was considered the "professional" or "scientific" 
archaeology of the day and this confusion fosters an unneces-



sarily antagonistic conclusion concerning the development of the 
discipline of archaeology on the Northwest Coast. That being said, 
I would recommend These Mysterious People to anyone interested 
in Northwest Coast archaeology, anthropology, history, and/or so­
ciopolitical struggle in this colonially dominated environment(s). 
The chapters and the stories within them, particularly those stories 
which emphasized the ways through which the Musqueam have 
used their cultural materials as powerful statements of their own 
presence and history, culminate into a profoundly significant, and 
sometimes deeply emotional, "story of dispossession" (29). 

REVIEW: "Let's Try it Again, This 
Time· with Feelings"- Critical Historical 
Archaeology 

Mark P. Leone. Left Coast Press, Walnut Creek, 
California. 250pp., illus., index, ISBN: 978-1-59874-396-
8 (paperback), 978-1-5987 4-397-5 (hardcover). $29.95 

p/b, $89.00 h/c. 2010. 

Mark Leone is a leading figure in critical theory and his­
torical archaeology. Over the course of his career, he has been 
involved in a series of influential wchaeological projects. The 
latest offering by Mark Leone is somewhere between an auto­
biography and a sampler of his life's work. This is a collection 
of fourteen selected publications spanning almost forty years of 
his career. Each of these publications has been edited into much 
smaller pieces in order to focus on the key arguments. These snip­
pets are then framed by fresh comments fro!Il Leone remarking 
on the emotions and feelings that drove him to each project and 
how these affected the conclusions he ultimately reached. 

The book is divided into three larger parts. The first, "Why 
Excavate?" was aptly named as all but one of the five chapters 
include studies of outdoor history exhibits of archaeological 
sites. To analyze the written or spoken content of interpretive 
displays, Leone uses a combination of Levi-Strauss-influenced 
structuralist analysis and Freudian psychoanalysis to deconstruct 
the messages and examine the ideologies contained within them. 
Leone begins this section by outlining his reasons for delving into 
his past emotional motivations for working on certain projects. 
The three primary emotions guiding Leone's research are 
anger, annoyance, and awe at beauty. His work at Colonial 
Williamsburg, discussed in Chapter I, was based on anger at 
exclusion from the interpretive process, as well as the government 
projection of historic knowledge as fact as opposed to something 
resulting from the interpretive process. His analysis of a period 
baker and· assistant making gingerbread cookies at the Bakery 
of Raleigh's Tavern at Colonial Williamsburg in 1978 found that 
the scripted actions reflected and justified modern race relations 
in Virginia. 

His work in Shakertown at Pleasant Hill, Kentucky, is 
the basis for Chapter 2 and was driven by his annoyance at the 
disjointed portrayal of the Shaker people and the removal of 
religion from depictions of their lives. The study of religion in 
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historical archaeology is something he notes is often avoided, 
but religion is something Leone sees as potentially crucial to 
humanity. Religious art, objects, and ritual items are objects of 
beauty to Leone, and this awe at their beauty is what drove him to 
study various religions through time. The third chapter discusses 
Leone's work on Catholic and Protestant relations as depicted 
by a historical trial re-enactment at Historic Saint Mary's City 
in Maryland. In the fourth chapter, Leone discusses the criteria 
established by the U.S. National Register of Historic Places by 
which sites are deemed historically significant, and how this proc­
ess can ultimately shift history to reflect and serve the interests of 
certain groups. Leone describes in the fifth chapter the importance 
of choosing one theoretical base in archaeology and following it; 
in his case it is Marxist theory. He also provides personal tales 
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detailing emotions and choices he made with regards to work in 
South Africa and Annapolis. 

In Part 2, "Excavating Ideology," Leone focuses on ideol­
ogy as influenced by the writings of Althusser. Leone feels that 
Althusser took Marx's use of the term ideology but defined it 
more usefully and powerfully than Marx did, in ways helpful for 
dealing with material culture and artifacts. Ideology is manifest 
in the actions of everyday life and functions through material 
things. Looking at why people make things, how they use them, 
and what it means with regards to ideology is a major step Leone 
took in creating a materialist historical archaeology. The physi­
cal manifestation of ideology is not limited to objects but is also 
represented in landscapes. In Chapter 6, Leone describes the 
purposeful, planned construction of the William Paca Garden in 
historic Annapolis as a reflection of ideology as opposed to just 
taste. He sees the structured nature of the garden, and the use of 
illusion to give it the appearance of size and depth, as a means of 
naturalizing the fragmentary nature of the social order in Georgian 
society. 

In Chapter 7, Leone also examines ideology in historic An­
napolis but does so through a historic inventory of technologies 
relating to the self, such as individualistic dishware sets, forks , 
scientific instruments, clocks, and musical instruments. Through a 
series of tables examining change in the numbers of items through 
time and linking it with socioeconomic class, he relates these small 
items of daily life not to the expression of wealth or identity, but 
rather as items that reinforce and naturalize the discipline required 
with industrialized work. 

Leone evaluates in Chapters 8 and 9 the idea of religion as 
ideology using the Mormon religion. Chapter 8 includes a thor­
ough examination of contemporary Mormon temples, particularly 
the temple in Washington, D.C., and the Mormon religion itself. 
Chapter 9looks at the use offences by Mormon groups in Arizona 
from the historic period through to the construction of contem­
porary houses. The fences serve a variety of functions, including 
the prevention of erosion, indicating the number of wives kept 
by the man inhabiting the house and visibly demarcating the land 
redeemed by those of the Mormon faith. The tenth chapter is a 
deconstruction of the DeWitt Wallace Gallery in Williamsburg. 
The entrance to the gallery features a reconstruction of a historical 
psychiatric hospital, with displays of elaborate eighteenth-century 
material culture in the floor below. He uses this gallery to spot 
contemporary culture biases by creating a series of juxtaposi­
tions between the two exhibits. The final chapter of the second 
part deals with the notion of 'subversive genealogy' and making 
history relevant to the present by examining two key structures in 
Annapolis: the State House dome and the natural history museum 
of Charles Peale as well as several of Peale's paintings. 

The final part of the book, titled "Changing Things: Failure 
and Success," looks at the role of historical archaeology in un­
derstanding contemporary society. As hinted at in the title, Leone 
describes some of his successes and failures with regards to chang­
ing public consciousness at Annapolis and elsewhere. By 1990, 
Leone found that a lot of his guiding theories did not work, and he 
discusses how he used this information to generate new questions 
and ways of involving the public productively, because they were 
clearly not connecting with his messages. Chapter 12 examines 
one of his key interests, the use of material culture from the 18~' 
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century to generate discussions with the public about ideology 
and its present manifestations. He does this by describing at the 
process he undertook in creating a tour for excavations at the 
Annapolis project. 

In Chapter 13, Leone looks atAlthusser's notion of ideol­
ogy and Lukac's notion of "illumination," or the practice by 
historical Marxist scholars of illuminating the roots of modem 
exploitative practices. He applies these ideas to the representa­
tion of history at Annapolis, using juxtaposition to examine the 
different ways people and groups are depicted and promoting 
the use of critical theory in historical archaeology. The final 
chapter explores African-American historical archaeology as 
an alternate voice in historical representations. This is done by 
exploring an exhibit created with artefacts and oral histories 
relating to African-American life in Annapolis, and presenting 
it as an alternative to existing displays that tend to focus on the 
lives of white European settlers. 

Leone concludes this volume with a final chapter sum­
marizing his thoughts about making archaeology relevant in the 
modern world. Leone is committed to an archaeology oriented 
to liberating the populace and generating social change. He feels 
that it is the role ofleftist archaeologists to deal with questions of 
ideology to help productively deal with contemporary social is­
sues such as poverty, racism, and exploitation. As a general theme 
in all of his work, he is interested in making the past relevant in 
the present, as well as examining how the past is depicted in the 
present and to what ends. Leone links the use of archaeology 
and history with the portrayal of the past to the public and how 
this often seemingly justifies or represents events in the modern 
world. 

Overall, this book is a pleasant read. Leone's commitment 
to making archaeology relevant is refreshing. Some of Leone's 
arguments may seem a bit unorthodox but, at the very least, they 
present different ways of approaching research design in histori­
cal archaeology. His use of extensive personal anecdotes, were 
they from a less established scholar, would have seemed a bit 
self-indulgent. However, as a burgeoning archaeologist it was 
really interesting to see the effects of both choice and external 
circumstances on his work. I would recommend this book to 
readers with a decent grounding in critical theory; with it being 
such a short volume there is little by way of space for defini­
tions. Leone is a major figure in critical archaeology, and this 
book represents a fair sampling of his work. I would personally 
have been interested in reading more about his work on African 
American sites, but his career has spanned such a long period 
of time that it is difficult to represent everything. 

Jennifer Jones is a Ph.D. student at Simon Fraser University 
specializing in historical archaeology. 
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