





























Figure 4: Use Damage on the Upper Edge
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MARSHALL’S BEACH
FISH TRAP,
LASQUETI ISLAND

By Dana Lepofsky

When socially and economically complex peoples are
described in introductory Anthropology textbooks,
Northwest Coast peoples are always presented as the
exception to the rule. Like most complex societies world-
wide, they traditionally had hierarchical social systems,
lived in large permanent villages for all of most of the year,
and had high population densities. What is distinct about
Northwest Coast societies, however, is that the economic
basis for this complex social system did not involve full-
scale agriculture. Northwest Coast peoples were hunter-
gatherer-fisherfolk, who, through a well developed system
of resource management and ownership, were able to
harvest and process enough food to create surplus. This
surplus was used in trade, to finance their elaborate ritual
systems, and to feed the people throughout the year when
fresh food was not available.

Elaborate fish traps, like the one at Marshall’s Beach,
were a central component of the social and economic system
of Northwest Coast peoples. Archaeologists know little
about the development of this amazing technology. The
oldest recorded fish weir, dating to over 4000 years ago, is
located in the mudflats of the Glenrose Cannery site. It
was constructed of wooden stakes and nets of various size
openings, which were used to catch a variety of fish species
(and any other animals who were attracted to the fish).
Sometime in the past 3000 years or so, stone fish traps show
up on the coast, and probably become increasingly common
after that. Based on the artifacts eroding out of the large
midden at Marshall’s Beach, the Marshall Beach fish trap
also dates to sometime in the last 1-2000 years.

Archaeologists know even less about how the stone fish
traps were used. In Bella Bella, where the highest density
of fish traps on the coast has been recorded, researchers
are working with Heiltsuk elders to find out details of how
their traps worked. We do know that most fish traps were
some combination of stakes, nets, baskets, and stone
alignments. Some, like one located in near Lennie’s Lagoon
Bay, just to the east of Marshall’s Beach, were composed
of relatively simple linear arrangements of rocks and nets
spanning a bay or a stream entrance. In the more complex
systems of rock alignments, like the one at Marshall’s
Beach, we are probably looking at a system that has been
added to and changed over time, so not all the alignments
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we see would have been in use simultancously. Other
simpler and more complex stone fish traps and wooden fish
weirs are located in other bays on Lasqueti and on the
neighbouring small islands.

The map you see here of the Marshall’s Beach Fish Trap,
represents the basic features of this incredibly complex

system. The data for the map were collected over two low- |

tides in September. Various friends and I, directed by my
GIS-mapping friend extraordinaire, Susan Formosa, used
a Leica total station to collect the hundreds of data points
that defined the major outlines of the trap. We raced the

tide to gather as many points as possible. At the end, we .

collected some of the points from a canoe and stripped off
clothes to wade out to some rocks that were being fast
covered by the incoming tide. When the tide is fully in,
there is no sign of this amazing ancient system.

Once we started mapping, it didn’t take us long to realize
that most of the rocks on that very beautiful beach had been
moved by people as part of this incredible engineering feat.
There are several prominent features to the trap. A long, 3-
5 course stone wall defines much of the eastern portion. To
the south of this wall are various smaller walls coming off
it at right angles. These presumably had nets across them,
which may have formed small pens. On the opposite side
of the wall are large clusters of rubble, which have been
pushed together to create channels between them. In many
cases these channels match up with the smaller walls. A
major feature of the system is a large circular, rock-free
depression at the western end of the beach that holds water
even at low tide. Rocks surrounding the depression have
been pushed up along the beach edge, forming an even
larger, circular depression when the tide is higher. We think
this was a large holding pond for trapped fish.

As in many traps on the coast, the main feature of the trap
is a series of funnel-shaped alignments of rocks, with the
small side of the funnel facing the in-coming tide. These
funnels lead into areas we think are holding ponds. When
the tide comes in at Marshall’s Beach, the water flowing
through these funnels is so strong that you literally cannot
stand up in the flow near them. Don McDonald, a fisherman
friend of mine, says that sockeye and pinks, on their way to
the Fraser River, would have hung out in the calm waters in
the bay, waiting for a favourable tide on which to move south.
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When the tide was unfavourable (we’re guessing on a
flood tide), the fish would have come closer to shore,
looking for back eddies. They then would have been drawn
into the rush of water going through the funnels and would
have experienced the holding pen as a back eddie. We
suspect that one-way gates were placed across the openings
of these funnels. Thus, with incoming tides, salmon would
have been funneled in, and then trapped in the holding
pens, where they could be processed for immediate and
future consumption. These holding pens would have been
an ingenious way of taking care of the “bottle-neck” that
Northwest Coast peoples faced during peak salmon runs:
how to process fish quickly enough before it rotted.

Building and maintaining a trap of this size and
complexity, and managing the huge amount of fish that it
was capable of catching, would have required a high level
of community organization. The head, or heads, of the elite
households likely managed the trap on behalf of the
community members. I don’t know how many people could
have been supported by the trap, but judging from the size

of the nearby midden, the village was of substantial size. I
love thinking of that beach so full of life—both human and
otherwise.

Since we mapped the Marshall’s Beach trap, several
islanders have told me about other traps and weirs on or
near Lasqueti. The community on Lasqueti has a strong
sense of the importance of heritage. They are keen to
continue to map these and other archaeological features on
the island, both to find out more about the island’s past,
but also to preserve these resources for the future.

Dana Lepofsky is an Associate Professor in Archaeology at
Simon Fraser University. She is interested in the social and
ecological consequences of human interactions with their
environment. Her current research is focused in the Fraser
Valley, where she is part of a multi-disciplinary project to
explore shifting interaction and identity among the Sto:lo.
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Death By Theory. A Tale of
Mystery and Archaeological
Theory.

by Adrian Praetzellis. AltaMira
Press, Walnut Creek, CA, 2000.
Vii + 174 pp., illus., index.

Adrian Prae

Adrian Praetzellis (1998) has
previously urged archaeologists to
adopt the role of storyteller. To use
their imaginations to create more
engaging stories for the sites they
excavate, still based on the data, but
in a less rigid format than a site report.
In the present volume, Death by
Theory, he reverses the roles slightly
and weaves the history of
archaecological theory within the
structure of a mystery novel. Unlike

other novels that use archaeology as
context or setting, such as those by
Elizabeth Peters or Lyn Hamilton, the
mystery in Death by Theory is entirely
concerned with an archaeological site
and its interpretation.

Without giving too much away, the
story follows Dr. Hannah Green and
her nephew Sean, a recent graduate
and now shovelbum, as they are drawn
into an excavation directed by one of
Green’s colleagues. At the heart of the
mystery lies an unusual burial site on
an island in the Pacific Northwest that
promises to cause a sensation. Along
the way they encounter a variety of
archaeologists and students with
varying and conflicting theoretical
perspectives, a seemingly militant cult,
and overly enthusiastic representatives
of the media. Archaeologists reading
this story will no doubt recognize
situations familiar to their own
experiences throughout the narrative.

As the story progresses readers are
introduced to prominent theoretical
perspectives by means of conversations
between different characters. For the
most part these discussions flow with
the story, without a great stretch being
made to include the topics. Points and
concepts are illustrated with well
known sites and debates in
archaeology. The author uses the
dialogue between characters to present
a rounded discussion that includes
different perspectives. Pratezellis
presents clear and easily understood
introductions to different theories in
each chapter.

The story opens at a meeting of the
Society for American Archaeology,
where Hannah and Sean discuss

whether or not archaeology is.a
science, and the nephew receives a
remedial lesson on scientific method.
In Chapter Two, Sean meets a man
who is convinced his bag of rocks are
important artifacts, but he has been
unable to convince any experts that the
lines he sees were made by people.
This leads to a discussion of how
theory influences what we see.
Chapter Three introduces the New
Archaeology, and four continues with
processualism, ethnoarchaeology,
determinism and cultural ecology.
Their first visit to the site leads to a
discussion of diffusion and social
structure. Materialism forms the basis
of the theoretical discussions in
Chapter 6 and gender is addressed in
Chapter 7. Marxisim is discussed in
Chapter 8, complete with an
illustration of “The Contents of Karl
Marx’s Brain (abridged version)”
(p.122). The final chapter deals with
post-modernism, bringing the mystery
to its solution.

Although Death by Theory is aimed
at those just starting out in
archaeology, the volume will also be
of interest to a general audience. It
will be a welcome addition to the
reading lists of introductory courses as
it provides approachable introductions
to complex theoretical issues.
Pratezellis has included a list of
additional readings, and a series of
“Talking Points” for each chapter.
These questions encourage readers to
move beyond material presented in the
text, and provide a good starting point
for more involved discussions of
archaeological theory. The glossary
will also be a useful feature for readers

The Midden 37/1 15




unfamiliar with terms used in
archaeological theory (or that Hendrix

recorded Purple Haze in 1967).
Praetzellis has succeeded in
producing an entertaining story, and
at the same time providing an
accessible introduction to
archaeological theory from the basis
of - scientific method through
postmodernism. His writing is clear,
and along with his illustrations has
considerable wit, making the book an
enjoyable way to spend an afternoon.
‘ Mike Brand
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Figuring it Out: The
Parallel Visions of Artists
and Archaeologists.

By Colin Renfrew. Thames &
Hudson, Ltd., London, 2003.

224 p., illus., index

COLIN -« |
RENEREW
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“Where do we come from? What are
we? Where are we going?” Those
famous questions posed by the post-
impressionist painter Paul Gauguin
articulate the point of departure for
Renfrew’s latest book, Figuring it QOut.
An exploration of the idea that art can
be viewed as archaeology and
archaeology as art, the book
illuminates the generous overlap
between both disciplines: their
approach towards material culture,
interpretive meaning and, above all
else, process.

Renfrew compares the art gallery
viewer — the individual confronting a
conceptual visual work — with the
archaeologist who discovers a poorly
understood object from the past. How
is a relationship established between
beholder and that which is beheld?
What is the process whereby an
individual determines the meaning or
significance of a thing? What does an
archaeologist do with an ancient
symbol inscribed on clay? How about
an inscrutable Marcel Duchamp
‘readymade’ or a Richard Long
photograph of footprints left in tall
grass? Renfrew considers how both
disciplines “make sense” of material
culture and human experience. In the
process, he blurs disciplinary
boundaries in an eye-opening and
evocative way.

Don’t buy the book, however, to
learn much about archaeology.
Attempts to summarize human
evolution and cognitive archaeology
are rather weak, even rushed.

What does make the book
worthwhile is Renfrew’s infectious
enthusiasm, woven throughout the
book, for contemporary artists and
their work. Describing how “the visual
arts have transformed themselves into
what might be described as a vast,
uncoordinated  yet somehow
enormously effective research program
that looks critically at what we are and
how we know what we are...,”
Renfrew introduces his audience to a
range of contemporary artists who
experiment with notions of display,
exhibition, collection and

classification. The works of Richard
Long, Mark Dion, Barry Flanagan,
Antony Gormely, Edwards Paolozzi
and David Mach are illustrated and
discussed, and yet, just as the book
finds its greatest success within this
very compilation of talent and ideas,
it also finds — in my opinion — its most
poignant flaw. For it is not the “human
condition” that Renfrew is mulling
over; rather, it might better be called
the ‘white, Anglo male condition.” His
book is devoid of real inclusion of
either female or minority artists and
thus, his claims to addressing the
human condition (if there is one), feels
inflated and overdrawn.

Aside from that one scruple,
however, any archaeologist will be
enriched by exposure to so many
vibrant and modern artists wrestling
with issues familiar to them. Who
knew that the Tate Gallery in London
commissioned an artist to excavate the
Thames River bank site and create
innovative display cases to house the
recovered artifacts? Or that certain
artists devote their lives to exploring
formation processes, the very crux of
experimental archaeology? Indeed, the
book feels like a breath of fresh air as
it permits a detour into new
disciplinary terrain and expands the
relevance of archaeology in public life.
Perhaps the most vital aspect of the
book is Renfrew’ s survey of artwork
that employs found objects as their
primary medium. For what are framed
collections of pottery sherds;
sculptures of frosted glass; free-
standing hat racks; figures made of
discarded blenders and plates, or life-
size sheep made of plastic if not the
indisputable ‘archaeology of now’
made explicit?

Amanda Adams

Amanda Adams conducted her graduate
research on the petroglyphs of Gabriola
Island, receiving her M.A. from the
University of British Columbia. She
currently lives in Minneapolis, where she
works full-time as both an archaeologist
and ethnographer.
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15 Years Ago

At the annual meeting of British Columbia archaeologists the provincial government archaeologist, Bjorn
Simonsen described the new structure of the Heritage Conservation Branch and its plans to establish regional
offices in the following few years. Brian Seymour described the Regional Advisors Programme that started
in 1975 as the “Warden Programme” and that by 1990 had a co-ordinator and 30 volunteer advisors, nine in
the northern half of the province. Main functions of the Programme were: (1) to advise the public on
heritage matters and to help the Branch in contacting the public, (2) to monitor known sites, and (3) to
publicize heritage conservation by presentations to the public, distribution of brochures and slide talks.

Volume XII, No. 1, (1990).

30 Years Ago

Charles Borden and David Archer reported on the results of excavation at Musqueam Northeast (DhRt 4)
during 1973. With assistance from Kitty Bernick and Susan Nash, they led a team of 2 Musqueam Indian
Band members and 11 students from UBC, VCC, and high schools. Six ASBC members participated on two
weekends. The focus was on the recovery of perishable artifacts from waterlogged sediments beneath the
shell midden deposits. Radiocarbon analysis provided an age estimate for the waterlogged zone of 1020 BC.
Remarkable artifacts recovered included net fragments, sinker stones strapped with strips of cedar bark, parts
of a canoe bailer and four almost complete baskets.

Erle Nelson reported that obsidian chemical composition was being used to show the degree of contact
between pre-historic groups. Simon Fraser University had developed a technique using x-ray fluorescence
analysis and was testing obsidian from sources in Oregon, Idaho, Wyoming, Alaska, BC and the Yukon for
comparison with obsidian artifacts from British Columbia.

Volume VII, No. 1 (1975).

35 Years Ago

Roy Carlson of Simon Fraser University moderated a panel discussion entitled “The Future of Archaeology
in BC” at the conclusion of a series of lectures by the UBC Extension Department. The panel included
Charles Borden, UBC; Gay Calvert, Centennial Museum,; Philip Hobler, SFU; and J. Baker, SFU graduate
student. Borden, reporting that he was the only archaeologist at UBC, responded that “the greatest need is
for trained people, and funds to give these people an opportunity to work in the field . . . long range research
programmes — e.g. five years in the Fraser Canyon. . . . Good archaeologists are hard to come by and we
must be prepared to pay them a good salary. This is where the public can come in and lend support by
writing to the government, to the people who would do most good, to newspapers, letter columns. This
would build up pressure which the politicians feel and to which they will yield if it is adequately applied.”

Volume 11, No. 1 (1970).




CONFERENCES & EVENTS:

March 10 -12, 2005

Alaska Anthropological Association Annual Meeting
Anchorage Hilton Hotel Anchorage Alaska

Submission deadline is January 21, 2005.

For more information contact aaa2005@uaa.alaska.edu or
visit http://www.alaska.net/~oha/aaa/2005meeting. html

March 30 - April 3, 2005

Society for American Archaeology 70th Annual Meeting
Salt Lake City, Utah

For more information contact the SAA office at
meetings(@saa.org or visit http://www.saa.org/meetings/
submissions.html

April 2, 2005

Underwater Archaeology Society of BC

Shipwrecks Conference 2005

Best Western Chateau Granville Hotel in Vancouver

For tickets, or more information, call 604-591-7292 or visit
www.uasbc.com

May 11 - 14, 2005

Canadian Archaeology Association 38th Annual
Conference: Archaeology At the Edge

Best Western Dorchester Hotel and the Coast Bastion Inn
Nanaimo, BC

Deadline for Session Proposals is December 10, 2004 and
for Paper/Poster Proposals 1s January 14, 2005.

For more information contact Dr. Imogene Lim at
limi@mala.bc.ca or visit http://web.mala.bc.ca/caa2005/
index.htm

MIDDEN

P.O.Box 520
Bentall Station
Vancouver BC

V6C 2N3




