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Plate 3. Harlan I. Smith photograph no. 56861:

File 3, Page 71]).

Smith used this same picture as one of the illustrations of
an article published in Saturday Night July 21, 1923. The title
of the picture reads:

Where Canadian Sculpture Many Hundreds of Years Was
Found. The caption reads: Tree stump over 400 years
growth on top of seven feet of Indian village refuse under
which was found the largest unbroken sculpture of the hu-
man form ever unearthed in Canada, found on south side
of the Fraser delta near Vancouver.

The caption in Saturday Night indicated this was the spot
where the sculpture of the so-called “hunchback man” was found.
A careful inspection of the panoramic view photos fails to locate
a similar combination of stumps, mounds and trees. This con-
firms the notation, which places the view in Plate 3 in the area
on the north side of Hurd Road, now 16th Avenue where shell
mining for feed and road construction was taking place. Recent
archaeological investigations indicate cultural deposits in this
area predate the Marpole age house depressions. The sculpture
could, therefore, have originated in the older Locarno Beach
Culture deposits or even earlier in Charles culture deposits.

The following illustration (Figure 2) has been extensively

Dr. Ralph Roys on old beach deposits.

processed through Adobe Photoshop. The two panoramic shots
have been combined, the contrast balanced and much of the
surface deterioration retouched. Significant landmarks on the
sketch map have been linked to their image on the photos. Both
photos show lens distortion common on panoramic views. The
images in the center of the photo are larger than the images on
the margin. This is most noticeable on the right or north side.
The image could have been further processed, by distorting the
panorama until the house spaces equaled the measurements on
the sketch map. This was not done as it goes a little further than
the Museum of Civilization policy that no image can be distorted,
altered or modified except for minor correction or the removal
of technical defects.

Ham and Broderick’s Reconstruction of Smith’s Field
Notes

The Ham and Broderick map was prepared by Mike
Broderick after a visit to the site with Len Ham (Ham 1981: 21;
Matson and Coupland 1995:207). The legend on the map cau-
tions that this is an approximate map and contains “possible”
house depressions. Broderick’s map covers 1489.8 feet while
Smith’s map covers 1375 feet. In fact, Ham and Broderick have
hypothesized one more house than Smith, which could account
for the differing length although Smith’s field sketch indicates
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Figure 2. Comparison of Harlan I. Smith’s 1922 Sketch map and photographs (upper) with Ham and Broderick’s
reconstruction of Smith'’s field notes superimposed on the Lot Plan (lower).
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a cut bank and high ground immediately after House 8. Smith
does mention ten houses in a row in his text while his sketch
shows eight houses with an additional house (House A) at the
far right. Smith’s sketch appears to show two structures at each
of the locations he numbered Houses 3, 5 and possibly 8. Ham
and Broderick show double houses at 3 and 6.

If the double House 5 from Smith’s map is taken as a starting
position, it could correspond with House 6 on Broderick’s map.
Running south, we have Houses 6, 7 and two spaces within which
to place the double House 8. Running north, we have Houses
4,3,2, 1 and “A”. Unfortunately, there is no double house in-
dicated at depression 3. Looking at Smith’s sketch however, a
rectangle encloses the word “high” at House 3. The actual house
depression is shaded. If Smith meant that there was an area of
high land immediately in front of House 3, this interpretation
would correspond to the actual situation. This interpretation also
is compatible with Smith’s statement that the road construction
was to the north of the house sites.

Ham’s reconstruction fits the Corporation of Delta lot map
(Figure 3) but the double house depressions numbered 3 and 5 by
Smith are either not clear or in the wrong location. Even if this
reconstruction is not correct, it can only be out by one house site.
Smith speculated that further house depressions existed to the
south and had been destroyed by shell miners. Tentative house
outlines have been added in this area on the Ham and Broderick
map. Further excavations and destruction of the site have taken
place since Ham prepared this map in 1981, however, his map
accurately locates the 1957 excavations.

Grier’s Mapping of Remaining Depressions at the Beach
Grove Site

During March of 2000, Colin Grier, with a crew from UBC,
prepared a wire frame map (refer Figure 4) of the remaining house
depressions using a total station (Grier 2003:185-86). This map
recorded the actual situation on the ground in 2000. Grier’s
numbering system differs only in naming the unnamed depres-
sion House 2b. He measured House 3 at I3 mx [0 m (43°x 33”)
and House 4 at [1 m x 11 m (36’ x 36”). From Figure 4, House
2b appears to measure 30 m (98”) along the north—south axis (or
32 m and 105° skewed 45° west). These measurements do not
correspond with Smith’s measurements. Smith measured House
3at 112" and House 4 at 95°. Other measurements provided by
Smith include: House “A™ : 70°; House 1: 60°; House 2: 77 '4’;
House 3: 112’; House 4: 95°; House 5: 167 '2’; House 6: 97 '2’;
House 7: 100°; and House 8: 122 '4"). Ifit is assumed that Smith
was measuring the distance between the peaks of the ridges, a
better fit can be imagined but still no one-to-one correspondences
occur. Ridge peak distances in 2000 are interpolated as 65°, 92°
and 105 for Houses “A™, 3, and 4, respectively.

Discussion of the Size and Type of Houses at the Beach Grove
Site

In an effort to find correspondences with Grier’s measure-
ments based on the area of each house calculated from measure-
ments reported by Smith, each single house depression was
assumed to be square with the following results: House “a” =
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Figure 3. Beach Grove houses and intact deposits after Ham
(1981).

4900 ** 453.7m”, House 1 =3600 “2334.9 m*, House 2 = 6006
©2(557m?, House 3= 12,5442 (1165 m?), House 4=9025 ** (900
m?), House 5 = 14,4002 (1338 m?), House 6 = 8556 ** (795 m?),
House 7 = 10,000’ (929 m?), and House 8 = 1464> (136 m?).
The average house area is 7173’2 (676 m?. All of these figures
are substantially larger than Grier’s figures and are in fact larger
than the depressions at Dionesio Point, which Grier assumes to
be larger than those at Beach Grove. The assumption of “square-
ness” made here (that because the hole is square therefore the
house is also square) could account for these larger figures.

If we assume that the Beach Grove site house were plank
houses of ethnographic dimension, we would expect them to be
about 8 to 10 m wide and roughly rectangular. If we take Smith’s
measurements to be the length of the house and we first multiply
each by a ten foot width and secondly by an eight foot width, we
get the floor area of equivalent ethnographic houses in two size
ranges. Smith’s lengths by ten metres results in the following:
House “A”=213 m?, House |= 183 m?, House 2= 236 m* House
3 =341 m? House 4 =289 m? House 5=278 m*, House 6 =282
m”and House 7 =304 m? and House 8 = 372 m* with an average
of 228 m> Remultiplying Smith’s lengths by eight metre width
results in the following: House “A”= 170 m?, House 1 = 146 m?,
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Figure 4. Surface map of remaining depressions at the Beach Grove Site (after Grier 2003).

House 2 = 189 m?, House 3 = 273 m?, House 4 = 231 m?, House
5=222 m?, House 6 = 226 m?, House 7 = 243m?, House 8 = 296
m? with an average of 197 m? These figures are quite close to
Grier’s estimate of 200 m? for houses at Dionisio Point.

Comparisons with Other Archaeological Houses

King reported house outlines at Cattle Point (King 1950:73).
Although he noted no post moulds to support the assertion of
houses, he did assume two depressions were habitations that had
been constructed, while other depressions represented natural
blowouts, which were later inhabited. The two assumed houses
were 65.3° x 34.05° and 56.5° x 31.3°. In area, these house out-
lines were 2223.5°2206.8 m?) and 1768.5*(164.5 m». These
figures are in line with Grier’s figures for the house sizes for
Dionisio Point.

Harlan Smith also reported pit features from the Whalen
Farm Site (DfRs 3), south of the Beach Grove Site on the Canada/
US border on Point Roberts. He reported them as 10 m? and 5
m deep with stone linings and burials (Smith 1907: 393). These
features, at 10 m?, are smaller again than the examples preserved
at Beach Grove. From what little information Smith provided
and from the size, these are most likely grave houses rather than
habitations.

[t should be noted that the house depressions at Beach Grove
have been excavated only by Abbott and there is no certainty that
there were post moulds to support the assumption that these are
house locations. The depressions at Beach Grove may repre-
sent temporary mat lodge locations used over and over. Abbott
(1962:13-14) notes:
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In their shape and arrangement the hollows suggest strongly
the appearance that would result from the decay or removal
of square wooden houses built in a row along the spit. Mid-
den accumulated around the houses would have slumped
down onto the edges of the former floors of the houses once
the support of the house walls had gone. There are, however,
facts which argue against this interpretation. First ofall, the
loose nature of the material in the bottoms of the hollows is
quite unlike the typical, hard-packed, dirt “house floor” of
dwellings previously excavated in this area even though its
apparently high organic and low shell content is exactly what
would be expected in house floor accumulations. Perhaps
it is inevitable that this deposit should remain unpacked
since it rests directly on sand and itself consists principally
of sand particles. Roots and burrowing animals may also
have contributed to keeping this soil loosened. Less easy
to explain is the height of the midden ridges surrounding
the square depressions, which would appear, in some cases,
to be too great to have been piled against house walls. Dif-
ference in elevation is in some cases ten feet. The correct
interpretation of these depressions will have to await further
excavation. No attempt was made to solve this problem in
1961 and, although pits were dug in the third depression
from the south in 1957, as | remember, no definite evidence
was found which would settle the question of its origin.

As such, the Beach Grove site depressions may be similar
to Cattle Point rather than Dionesio Point. King’s assumption
is that the Cattle Point evidence suggests these were temporary




dwellings reoccupied over time. Abbott also discussed the pos-
sibility that the Beach Grove site represented a seasonal camp
rather than a winter village.

While it remains difficult to make conclusive determina-
tions for the Beach Grove evidence following this discussion, we
should proceed with caution in assuming house size or type from
the limited data available. The data presented above indicate
similar size houses at Beach Grove, Cattle Point and Dionisio
Point and the possibility of houses considerably larger also being
present.

Although Grier’s data from Beach Grove comes from the
actual size of two remaining depressions on the south of Hurd
Road, there is no conclusive way to find correspondence between
Smith’s 1922 sketch and the remaining depressions, although
Smith’s notes do suggest that all the depressions were south of
Hurd Road. As there is no clear correspondence between the
two sets of data, we must assume modifications to the lot since
Smith’s time.
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Emerging from the Mist

Studies in Northwest Coast Culture History

Matson, R.G., Gary Coupland, and
Quentin Mackie, editors.

University of British Columbia Press, Vancouver, 2003.
xiii + 380 pp., illus., maps. Hardback $95.00. 0-7748-09818-7.
Paperback $49.95 0-7748-0982-5 (July 2004).

This edited volume began as a festschrift symposium for
Donald Mitchell at the Victoria Canadian Archaeology Associa-
tion meetings in 1998. lts title, Emerging from the Mist, reflects
the editors’ belief that Northwest Coast archaeology is emerging
from its long obscurity relative to other regions in North America
and particularly relative to Northwest Coast ethnography. The
pace of publication and range of publication venues is increas-
ing, although edited volumes, such as this one, are uncommon
unlike other regions where they function almost as journals. The
subtitle, Studies in Northwest Coast Culture History, reflects the
volume’s contents and Don Mitchell’s interests. The editors’ goals
are to represent the range and quality of archaeological research
on the coast and our current understanding of the ethnographic
pattern.

There are thirteen chapters, a preface and an “epilogue.”
In the useful opening chapter Matson introduces the volume’s
themes: (1) the coast as environment and culture area; (2) the
evolution, driven by archaeology and ethnohistory, of our think-
ing about Northwest Coast sociopolitical organization during the
past 40 years; (3) households and household archaeology; (4)
integration of archaeology, ethnography and ethnohistory and
(5) unique aspects of Northwest Coast culture that make it an
important exception to many anthropological generalizations. In
all of these, archaeology plays crucial roles as the only means of
testing generalizations based on the ethnographies and ethnohis-
tory.

In the second chapter, Martindale analyses the rise of a
Coast Tsimshian paramount chiefdom during the fur trade era
using his own archaeological field work, ethnohistorical sources
and the adawx, traditional Coast Tsimshian histories. Following
Martindale, Croes continues exploring wet-site artifact distribu-
tions along the coast, examining here the temporal and spatial
distributions of fishing tackle, including wooden harpoons, stor-
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Studies in Northwest Coast
Culture History

age baskets and knob-topped hats.

In his own chapter, Matson describes excavations of a shed
roof house at Shingle Point, discussing the taphonomy of these
structures, their variability, and resulting challenges in their
excavation and interpretation. Alexander Mackie and Laura
Williamson reconstruct house forms at kiix7in, a small village
on the southern edge of Barkley Sound. The reconstructions are
based on maps of house depressions and fallen house timbers.
The houses were far more variable in form than on would expect,
given our stereotypes of Northwest Coast architecture.

Gary Coupland and his co-authors, Roger Colton and
Rebecca Case, discuss recent results of Coupland’s important
on-going excavations at McNichol Creek in Prince Rupert Har-
bour. McNichol Creek was a two row village dating between
c. 1500 and 2000 B.P where Coupland has tested theories about
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the development of stratification as marked by the appearance
of very large houses. Also addressing social complexity, Colin
Grier, using data from the Dionisio Point site, argues increased
complexity during the Gulf of Georgia’s Marpole phase resulted
from intensifying regional interaction. Gregory Monks exam-
ines the taphonomy of whale bone assemblages with data from
Ozette and Toquaht. Although hampered by small sample sizes
he establishes that while whale bones were used in myriad ways,
the prestige economy was probably the most important factor
affecting the butchering and use of whales.

Precontact metallurgy on the Coast is an old nagging issue.
In his chapter, Acheson assesses current evidence, demonstrat-
ing metal working was widespread and ancient. In addition to
copper use, which is quite ancient, there good evidence in late
precontact context for iron working. Bernick uses a single, ap-
parently unique basket to explore material culture variability
and the use of basketry as an ethnic marker. Explicitly drawing
on Donald Mitchell’s work, Alan McMillan reviews Mitchell’s
hypothesis that migrations by Wakashan speakers caused abrupt
technological changes in Johnstone Strait around 2000 B.P.
Integrating linguistic and archaeological evidence including his
data from Barkley Sound, McMillan concludes there may indeed
have been population shifts around 2000 B.P.

In a methodologically intriguing paper, Mackie uses a spatial
interaction model to explore relationships among site size and
site distribution on the southern two-thirds of Vancouver Island’s
west coast. He concludes site distributions cannot be explained
using what he terms “straight-forward decision making terms.”
Rather, he argues, correctly I think, the social landscape shapes
subsequent site distributions even as they evolve. I suspect his
results also display multiple scalar effects; i.e. there are large
regional scale as well as sub-regional and very local site distribu-
tions merged in his data.

In the final paper, Donald contributes to the long, ongoing
discussion of what, exactly, is the Northwest Coast culturally and
environmentally? What are its boundaries? What features define
the culture area? How do we cope with variation? One method,
of course, is defining subregions although recent work shows as
much variation within subregions as between them. This paper
is an important contribution to this issue. In the epilogue, Donald
briefly discusses what he views as the volume’s themes and their
relationships to the broader issues in his chapter. He identifies five
such themes: boundaries, whaling, stratification and big houses,
social and economic interaction spheres, new kinds of data and
new kinds of analyses.

Emerging from the Mist is a valuable contribution to
Northwest Coast archaeology. Its value lies in the individual
paper’s overall quality and their subject matter, although some
are stronger than others. However, it does not fully succeed as
an assessment of Northwest Coast archaeology. Many topics
are absent, most notably research on the Late Pleistocene/Early
Holocene. This is a consequence of the book’s origins as a set of
papers reflecting Don Mitchell’s research interests. Additionally,
and despite the editors’ and Leland Donald’s best efforts, the
book is not tied together by its themes; it has too many of them.
Finally, the book has an inward looking quality; the authors talk-
ing to other Northwest Coast specialists more than to the broader
disciplinary audience the editors hope to reach. However, the

book does succeed in the way an exceptional journal issue does;
the papers are all useful and timely, some are quite important;
it materially moves the field along. and there is the promise of
many more such issues to come.

Kenneth M. Ames

Kenneth Ames is the President of the Society
for American Archaeology and a Professor of
Anthropology at Portland State University in Oregon.

The Bone Woman

A Forensic Anthropologist’s Search for Truth in
Rwanda, Bosnia, Croatia, and Kosovo.

Knopf, Toronto, 2004. x + 271 pp., illus. ISBN Hardback
1400060648; Paperback 0812968859 (February 2005).

Since the Nuremburg trials in the 40s, and particularly in
the last two decades, the increasing willingness of governments
to prosecute war criminals has lead to the rise of a new discipline
within the field of archaeology. This new discipline, dubbed
forensic anthropology, is an application of archaeological and
physical anthropological techniques to the remains of the recently
dead. The primary goal is to provide prosecutors at war crimes
tribunals with evidence about the age, sex, identity, and cause of
death of suspected genocide victims.

Clea Koff’s The Bone Woman is a dynamic narrative of
post-genocide forensic anthropology in Rwanda and the Balkans.
The bone woman herself—author and nominal subject of this
work—is a forensic anthropologist trained at Stanford and the
University of Arizona. At the age of 23, she left for Rwanda to
help exhume five-hundred victims of the 1994 genocide, a journey
that is the first of the five missions described in this book.

Koff’s work is an attempt to transcend the oft-glamorized
labour of forensics by focusing on the stories that emerge from
the evidence. Going beyond the archaeological details of exhu-
mation and taphonomy, she describes her emotionally-demand-
ing journey through the thickets of the post-conflict landscape;
she becomes intimately acquainted with the fates of genocide
victims, the struggles of their survivors, and the bureaucracies
responsible for reorganizing this painful geography. The Bone
Woman is equally an account of Koff’s private motivations and
her professional experience. As such, it is the subjective experi-
ence of the author that drives this “search for truth,” and is as
much a personal journey of self knowledge as it is a query after
the victims of 1990s genocides. The Bone Woman is the memoir
of a passionate professional, not a textbook in post-conflict fo-
rensics.

For the non-specialist, Koff’s story provides a direct and
detailed account of the process and practice of large-scale,
judicially-mandated forensic anthropology. Many pages are
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spent detailing the various archaeological tasks involved in the
exhumation of mass graves, describing in suspenseful detail the
exact steps taken to find, recover, and analyze the large number
of corpses encountered on her investigations. Readers become
acquainted with the range of techniques for finding a grave, de-
lineating its boundaries, removing its contents, preserving and
protecting the gravesite, and analyzing the bodies for age, sex,
dentition, and cause of death. Writing for a wide audience, Koff
keeps jargon to a minimum. When the occasional technical term
is included, Koff includes full, if somewhat pedantic, explana-
tions.

Aside from the direct practice of forensic anthropology, Koff
provides a participant’s view into the vast, and often confounding,
array of authority, hierarchy and bureaucracy that both cripple and
enable the work of those seeking answers from the victims’ bones.
Koff gives humorous, frustrated, and occasionally bitter insight
into the bureaucracy of United Nations, Nato, and other regulatory
bodies. In her view, many are the hassles and hold-ups of doing
forensic work in post-war territory under-constant military escort
and supervision. And equally prolific are the frictions that exist
between the overworked—and frequently intense—individuals
responsible for ground-level archaeological work. The tensions
that arise from ill-equipped quarters, long days, and inevitable
differences in personality and technique among diverse personnel
provide a continuous and evolving subtext to the overall narra-
tive. Although this subtext occasionally slips into the realm of
soap opera, it does so infrequently enough so as to be interesting
rather than irritating.

Critique aside, it is these inclusions that make The Bone
Woman a personal memoir. Clea Koff doesn’t shrink from view
to simply play raconteur, but as the book’s title suggests, places
her own consciousness as the primary narrative element. As
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such, this is not merely a book about forensic anthropology,
but a text documenting Koff’s spiritual and corporeal journey
undertaken as part of various post-genocide investigations. She
explains the cognitive dualism inherent in forensics: the need
for scientific detachment to successfully exhume and analyze
the grave of five-hundred civilians; and the concomitant instinct
to be a human being, and relate to the bodies as those of fellow
humans—forced to imagine their last moments due to the very
scientific skills that create and require such detachment.

While the dead tell their stories, in Koff’s eyes, it is not just
the dead, but also the living, for whom she is working. It is the
victims’ relatives who often watch over her as she works, and
who can at first be strangely ambivalent—or even anathema—to
the goals of the investigation. As she continually stresses, this
work is an account of her application of forensic anthropology
as a tool of truth and justice. While her motivations for the work
are admittedly partly intellectual—something that comes across
in her descriptions of taphonomic analysis—they are also based
on deep moral conviction, and a desire to bring solace to the
bereaved and justice to the perpetrators. ;

As a whole, The Bone Woman is detailed and very per-
sonal—something that will provide a poignant connection for
some, while being gratingly self-absorbed for others. Whatever
may be said, this text is certainly honest and straightforward. Itis
narrative-driven, opinion-laden, and theory-free: a recommended
read for anyone interested in a trowel-on-bone account of the
character and characters of international forensic anthropology.

D’Arcy Nichol

D’Arcy Nichol graduated from UBC anthropology
in 2004 and is currently teaching in Korea. His
interests are the archaeology of warfare, religion,
and ecstatic states of consciousness.
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. 5 Years Ago

The Heritage Conservation Act (HCA) was amended to extend the time limit for re-
porting offences from six months to two years after the facts first came to the knowl-
edge of a police officer or official designated in writing by the provincial minister.
Volume 32, No. 2, (2000).

15 Years Ago

The Case of the Wandering Walrus.

Bjorn Simonsen reported the recovery of a vertebra from a Pinnoped walrus at the
Comox Harbour Site, DkSf 4. The find presented a mystery—as it was the only firm
record of Pacific walrus south of the Aleutian Islands.

Volume 22, No. 2 (1990).

20 Years Ago

ASBC takes Stone Bowl Campaign to Winnipeg.

At the Canadian Archaeological Associations meeting in Winnipeg, Don Bunyan
and Colin Gurnsey of the ASBC discussed the ASBC’s campaign to change federal
legislation so that permanent export of all archaeological artifacts would be prohib-
ited.

Volume XVII, No. 2 (1985).

30 Years Ago

News Item: “Antique dealer offers Indian labret for $250.”

Midden Editorial: “To reduce wholesale pillaging, the demand for ‘over the coun-
ter’ artifacts must be reduced. This requires a major attitudinal change. When no-
body in B.C. wants to buy or sell artifacts anymore, then archaeology will indeed be
strong and healthy, and the Archaeological Society will have won its toughest fight.”
Volume VII, No. 2 (1975).




CONFERENCES & EVENTS

NANAIMO BRANCH 4TH ANNUAL “DISCOVER ARCHAEOLOGY’’ INTERACTIVE DISPLAY:
“TuE DeEAD Do TELL TALES”
Nanaimo, BC, Augsut 13, 11 am to 4 pm.

Info: http://www.asbcnanaimo.nisa.com

71H BIENNIAL ROCKY MOUNTAIN ANTHROPOLOGY CONFERENCE

Park City, Utah, September 15-18.
Info: http://www.history.utah.gov/RMAC2005

Submissions: rrood@utah.gov

BC ArcHAEOLOGY ForRUM, HOSTED BY THE UPPER SIMILKAMEEN INDIAN BAND
Hedley, BC, October 15-16.

63rRD ANNUAL PLAINS ANTHROPOLOGICAL (CONFERENCE
Edmonton, Alberta, October 19-23.

Info: http://www.ou.edu/cas/archsur/plainsanth/meeting/meeting.htm

AMERICAN ANTHROPOLOGICAL ASSOCATION, 104TH ANNUAL MEETING
Washington, D.C., November 30-December 4.

Theme: Bringing the Past into the Present
Info: http://www.aaanet.org/press/an/0501Call_for_Papers.htm

Inquiries: Alisse Waterston (awaterston@aol.com)

NORTHWEST ANTHROPOLOGICAL CONFERENCE
Seattle, Washington, March 29-April 1, 2006.
Info: http://www.washington.edu/burkemuseum/NWAC/NWAC _Index.htm

SOCIETY FOR AMERICAN ARCHAEOLOGY, 71ST ANNUAL MEETING
San Juan, Puerto Rico, April 26-30, 2006

Info: http://www.saa.org/
Inquiries: meetings @saa.org
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