INTERSECTIONS, BRIDGES, HORIZONS:
RECENT PuBLIcATIONS 2009-10

Rich Hutchings

The Midden’s ‘Recent Publications’ was last printed in 2009 (41[4]:15-18). There, Rastko Cveki¢ listed over seventy books and
articles released between 2008 and 2009 relating to B.C. archaeology. Here, I present a selection of works to emerge since then, as
well as a few older ones that did not make his list, mostly because they are not by strict definition ‘British Columbian” or ‘archaeo-
logical.” They are nonetheless relevant, with numerous B.C. and Pacific Northwest ties and implications.

A brief comment on the present list: it is far from complete, and it is most certainly biased. Regarding the first, there are hundreds of
relevant books, book chapters, and papers in dozens of publications produced annually, thus my list here of some sixty references is
definitively incomplete. Concerning the second point, this is a list created solely by me, thus it has a bent towards heritage, ethics,
ecology, the historic, the recent past, the contemporary, and the coast. | have, however, attempted to cast the net as wide as possible.
There is, I think, something here for everyone. Readers should also be aware that Quentin Mackie has compiled a comprehensive online
list of publicly available anthropology and archaeology Ph.D. and MA theses; they can be viewed at http://qmackie.wordpress.com/.
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investigates maritime heritage and the coastal erosion threat..

REviEw: These Mysterious People:
Shaping History and Archaeology in a
Northwest Coast Community

Susan Roy. McGill-Queen’s University Press, Montreal,
QC. xviii+222 pp., 39 illus., ISBN: 9780773537224
(paperback), 9780773537217 (hardcover). $29.95 p/b,
$95.00 h/c. 2010.

Has archaeological practice among indigenous communi-
ties on the Northwest Coast of North America contributed to rac-
ist colonial objectives and processes to disassociate First Nations
from their territories, resources, material culture, and even their
own history? When cultural objects become “archaeological ar-
tifacts,” often collected under the banner of scientific merit, what
are the negative social, political, and economic consequences
placed on the indigenous communities from which they were
produced? Does science extinguish or reduce their cultural value?
The search for these answers and related issues are explored
within the pages of Susan Roy’s highly entertaining, informa-
tive, and provocative book, These Mysterious People: Shaping
History and Archaeology in a Northwest Coast Community.

This book began as a Ph.D. dissertation project at the Uni-
versity of British Columbia. The ironic title alludes to previous
perceptions from both popular and scholarly discourses alike,
which often centered on attempting to find out who these mys-
terious people were; however, this is not the goal of this text.
The text pays attention to the processes by which identity is
conceptualized and how power (social, political, and economic)
may be drawn from these processes. Who assigns meaning to
cultural objects and what are the particular historical/political
circumstances within which these assertions of meaning are
made? Susan Roy is currently a postdoctoral fellow in the Depart-
ment of History at York University and has extensive experience
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working with Canadian First Nations groups with their struggles
to assert title and rights to their traditional territories.

The chapters of Roy’s new book, These Mysterious People,
examine “how meaning and value are produced through exchange”
(11) by emphasizing hindrances placed on the development of
Musqueanm title, rights, and history by Western-based narratives.
The author seeks not to present a comprehensive understanding of
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