
ASBC NEWS 

Discover Archaeology -A Point of Contact 

ASBC member Pat Knowles trying her hand at knapping. 

Since 2002, the ASBC Nanaimo 
Branch has been conducting grass roots 
heritage conservation education through 
its "Discover Archaeology Interactive 
Program." From its small beginnings as 
a simple hands on display, this event bas 
now grown to be o ne of our most suc
cessful programs to date, seeing almost 
one thousand participants in seven years. 
This program has given the Branch the 
opportunity to really get out from behind 
the academ ic veil that archaeology can 
sometimes hide behind and allow the 
public to really get their hands dirty ... and 
occasionally a little bloody. 

Each year centres on a theme, tl·om 
seasonality to experimental archaeology, 
with this year 's theme being "A Point of 
Contact." With British Columbia celebrat
ing its I 50th birthday, we wanted to focus 
our efforts on discovering First Nations ' 
lifeways at the time of European contact, 
with a focus on basketry, weaving, fishing, 

and the impact of that contact on these ac
tivities. Even with the wondetfu l weather 
keeping most folks outdoors, we saw 
approximately 70 visitors in a s ix-hour 
time span. Most tried their hand a t making 
stone tools or mosaic tile and everyone 
who attended leamed about First Nat ions ' 
culture and the importance of protecting 
our collective heritage resources. 

This year we partnered with the Na
naimo District Museum who graciously 
loaned us a variety of artifacts to display. 
There were artifacts related to weaving, 
such as a loom, carders for wool, and 
spindle whorls. Some fine examples of 
precontact and postcontact basketry were 
a lso available . Halibut hooks of tradi
tional and postcontact design efTectively 
showed how metal changed Fi rst Nations 
fishing techno logy. The A nthropology 
Department of the Vancouver Is land Uni
versity-Nanaimo Cam pus, our go ld star 
communi ty partner, provided us wi th a 
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variety oflithics, such as mauls and sc;rap
ers, as well as bone tools, to round out 
our assem blage. I brought my own faunal 
comparative collection for participants to 
handle and discuss, whi ch ranges .. from 
fish to birds to a lmost a compleie cow 
skeleton. A wide variety of informative 
posters on F irst Nations fishing, weaving, 
and basketry were available for those that 
would rather browse. Many thanks must 
be given to Chris Sholberg, Heritage · 
Planner for the C ity of Nanaimo, for al
lowing us to use their plotter for our post
ers. Thanks must also be given to Home 
Depot and Millizza's Cave for assistance 
with supplies for this event, as well as 
the Provincial ASBC for he lping with 
our obsidian costs. My extreme gratitude 
to the ASBC-NB volunteers who helped 
out with the event: Daphne Paterson, Pat 
Knowles, Nola and Kara Nahimick, Rob
bee Salvati , Valerie Hannan, and Leanne 
and Grace Morrison. Without such great 
volunteers and community partners this 
program would not be able to continue. 

Every year we a lways provide an 
opportunity for partic ipants to make 
something to take home with them, with 
our main focus being on stone tools and 
mosaic tile. ln the past we have also had 
pottery reconstruction, blow paint ing, and 
creating ceramics. Making stone tools is 
always a hit with the kids and I even get 
a few parents who want to Lry. Through 
hands on activities we can show the pub
lic that the past is vety much alive and is 
worth protecting. If we can teach the pub
lic that the past, not just their own but the 
past of other cultures, has val ue then we 
can hope that they wi ll deem it important 
enough to care about its fu ture. 

This event a lso brings people who 
are curious about archaeological sites on 
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Program participant making mosaic tile. 

or near their property, curious about what 
they shou ld do. Others know of sites that 
are being impacted and don ' t know what 
to do. We have also had people bring us 
artifacts, some genuine .. . some not. This 
event has all owed us to have a greater 
public presence in our community, a llow
ing us the opportunity to educate about 
heritage conservation in an informal and 
fun environment. 

Planning this event has always been 
a challenge but we are well supported by 
the Anthropology Departments at Vancou
ver Is land University and the University 
of Victoria, as well as the Archaeology 
Lab at S imon Fraser University and the 
Archaeology Department at the University 
of Calgary. All have been gracious to lend 
us material and without them this event 
would never occur. The Nanaimo Branch 
is also gratefu l for the fisca l and moral sup
port of the Provincial ASBC. Recognition 
of the importance of this program means 
a lot to the Branch and we thank all those 
that have helped us, both past and pres
ent. 

We are already looking forward to 
next year and any ideas for themes are 
always welcome! 

(Photographs by Kevin Coates, comtesy 
of the Vancouver Island Regional Library, 
Harbourfront Branch) 

6 · The Midden 40(2) 

ASBC Nanaimo celebrates BC's 
!50th at the VIEX 

In conjunction with the !14th birthday of 
the Vancouver Island Exhibition, the VIEX 
will also honour British Columbia 's !50th 
birthday by celebrating Agriculture, Farm
ing, Heritage, and Diversity through its 
entertainment and programs. The Nanaimo 
Branch has been invited to have an infor
mation booth at the VTEX on August 15 to 
17th, with the aim of educating the public 
about local heritage and conservation ini
tiatives, as well as providing info nnation 
about the Society and programs offered 
by the Branch. This is a great opportunity 
for the Branch and the Society to increase 
their community outreach programs and 
public presence, as wel l as network with 
other heritage groups that wi ll be attend
ing. We look forward to representing the 
ASBC at this amazing event. 

Julie Cowie is the current President of 
the Nanaimo Branch and has served 
as its President from 2003 to 2007. She 
holds a degree in Archaeology from the 
University of Calgary, with a specialization 
in lithic and faunal analysis. She is proud 
owner of Heritage Matters Archaeological 
Consulting based in Ladysmith, BC. 

B.C. 
Archaeology 
Forum 2008 

""'Announced--

October 
17th to 19th, 2008 . 

A date has been announced for 
the upcoming BC Archaeology 
Forum: 

October 17 (friday evening), 18 
(sat. meeting), 19th (meeting 
wrap-up & tours) . 

The event is being hosted by the 
Sto:lo Research and Resource 
Management Centre in associa
tion with the Sto:lo Tribal Coun
cil and Sto:lo Nation. The meet
ing w ill be held at the Richard 
Malloway Memorial Longhouse 
in Chi lliwack. 

We' re looking for input on cur
rent topics to consider for panel 
discussions. We would ask that 
people contact us if they want 
to present on behalf of their 
organization. 

Contact info for questions is 
Tracey Joe (SRRMC)- 604-824-
5113 (tracey.joe@stolonation. 
bc.ca). 

We look forward to seeing you 
there!! 
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