
at, in my mind, is that the archaeology of hunter-gatherer com
plexity is itself much more complex than we originally thought. 
And this is, in effect, a big achievement of Prentiss and Kuijt's 
book as a whole. The eleven contributions in this volume have 
shown that there is much exciting research being done on the 
Plateau, that this research will undoubtedly contribute to a 
general archaeology of hunter-gatherer complexity, and that 
there remain several open-ended debates that should keep Pla
teau archaeologists busy for some time to come. These debates 
include the origin of a collector subsistence (whether it arrived 
from the Coast or developed autochthonously), the identifica
tion of ritual activity and its association with root foods, and the 
social c9nsequences and/or causes of initial aggregation into 
and subsequent abandonment of large pithouse villages. Full 
of interesting ideas that will continue to be a source of testable 
models for other scholars, this book is worth its money. I would 
recommend it to any student (broadly defined) of both Plateau 
and Northwest Coast prehistory, and to those interested in (yes, 
you gue~sed it) the "evolution" of complex hunter-gatherers. 

Rastko Cvekic is currently an M.A. student at the University 
of Toronto, working on issues concerning hunter-gatherer 
complexity in the European Mesolithic. 

References 

Arnold, Jeanne 
1996 The Archaeology of Complex Hunter-Gatherers. Journal of 

Archaeological Method and Theory 3:77-126. 

Binford, Lewis R. 
1980 Willow Smoke and Dogs' Tails: Hunter-Gatherer Settlement 

Systems and Archaeological Site Formation. American Antiquity 
45(1):4-20. 

Chatters, James C. and William C. Prentiss 
2005 A Darwinian Macro-Evolutionary Perspective on the Devel

opment of Hunter-Gatherer Systems in Northwestern North 
America. World Archaeology 37(1 ) :46-65. 

Cohen, Nathan Mark 
1985 "Prehistoric Hunter-Gatherers: The Meaning of Social Com

plexity." In Prehistoric Hunter-Gatherers: The Emergence of 
Cultural Complexity, edited by T. D. Price and J. A. Brown, pp. 
99-119. Academic Press, Orlando, FL. 

Hayden, Brian, Morley Eldridge, Anne Eldridge and Aubrey Cannon 
1985 "Complex Hunter-Gatherers in Interior British Columbia." 

In Prehistoric Hunter-Gatherers: The Emergence of Cultural 
Complexity, edited by T. D. Price and J. A. Brown, pp. 181-199. 
Academic Press, Orlando, FL. 

Morin, Jesse 
2006 Recent Research Directions at Keatley Creek (EeRI 7) and 

Secret Societies in the Pacific Northwest. The Midden 38( 1 ) :5-11 . 

Prentiss, William C., Jm;nes C. Chatters, Michael Lenert, David S. 
Clarke, and Robert C. O 'Boyle 

2005 The Archaeology of the Plateau of Northwestern North Ameri
ca During the Late Prehistoric Period (3500-200 B.P.): Evolution 
of Hunting and Gathering Societies. Journal of World Prehistory 

22 The Midden 38(4) 

The 
Raven's 
Pool 

by 
Deborah 
Cannon 

Trafford Publishing, 
Victoria, 2006. 
244 pp. 

A 
N 
0 
v 

ISBN-10: 141203504X; ISBN-13: 978-1412035040 

Cannon's book is a refreshing change for archaeologists, 
anthropologists or cultural resource specialists who are looking 
for a relevant novel to read in their spare time. The book is a blend 
of current issues in archaeology, Northwest Coast mythology, and 
a little romance. The novel begins with the main character, Dr. 
Jake Lalonde, an archaeologist who is accompanied by a graduate 
student Angeline Lisbon to investigate the discovery of a Raven's 
rattle. The setting is the west coast, Cedar Island in the San Juan 
Islands, which P. Clifford Radisson wants to develop into a tourist 
theme park called "Ravensworld". Jake's distaste for Radisson's 
mega-developments, destruction of nature and purchase ofHaida 
artifacts is clear from the beginning and he had good reason to 
be concerned. Josie Davis, Jake's co-director does not seem to 
share his dislike of Radisson and the Regional Archaeologist, Tom 
Jelna, offers little support to Jake's opposition to the theme park. 
From Jelna's perspective, the island is government property and 
is scheduled for development. This is exactly what Jake LaLonde 
is trying to avoid but Radisson is a man who gets what he wants. 
Jake faces political obstacles and personal challenges in his efforts 
to save the archaeological heritage of Cedar Island and investigate 
the myth of the Raven. For most of the novel, he's seen as acting 
like a renegade with few supporters. Jake's crew are tempted by 
Radisson's offers for employment in the theme park and seem to 
support the development. This crew is an interesting mix and any 
reader who has spent time in the field, has spent time with one of 
these characters. 

Although the setting of Cedar Island and the specific events 
are fictional, there is an authenticity to Jake's passion for archaeol
ogy and his struggles with developers that makes this novel a must 
read. Once you read The Raven sPool, you will want to read the 
sequel - White Raven. 

Nadine Gray is a Ph.D student at UBC and she is currently teaching 
archaeology and anthropology at SFU-Kamloops. 


