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NOTE FROM THE EDITOR 

This October issue completes my 
first year with The Midden Thank you 
all for your encouragement and many 
positive comments on the new format. 

We have been successful in some 
things -lining up a "crew" to gather and 
feed us information, help with the edit
ing, and help to produce some of the 
lists of information which we hope that 
you have found to be useful. I would 
like to take this opportunity to thank all 
those who have helped with the past 
five issues: the contributors for their 
cooperation and patience, and the crew 
who have given generously of their 
time. 

We were not as successful in other 
thing- mainly in the area of forthcom
ing, unsolicited articles. To address the 
problem I would like to suggest "themes" 
for each of the next four issues of The 
Midden this year. If you have anything 
that you feel would be appropriate, 
please submit an article. Submissions 
must be made by the first of the month 
previous to the issue. 

Since so much has happened in the 

Fraser Valley this summer, we would 
like to begin there and the Fraser Delta/ 
Lower Mainland area for the December 
issue (submissions November 1st). Then 
in February we will move through the 
Fraser Canyon into the B.C. interior pla
teau (submissions January 2nd). From 
there, through northern B.C. out to the 
coast above Vancouver Island for April 
(submissions March 1st). Finally, June 
should bring us back through Vancouver 
Island and the lower B.C. coast (submis
sions May 1st). 

If you have any articles you would 
like to submit which don't fit into any of 
these areas, please, by all means, do so. 
They can be accommodated in any is
sue. Guidelines are available on request. 
Remember, The Midden is a volunteer 
effort. We can only print the informa
tion we are given Please let us know 
what you are doing, thinking, and what 
you would like to read about. 

The Editor 
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THANKS YVON! 
cal production of The Midden. If some
one from the Society does not volun
teer this service before the next issue, 
it is very unlikely that we will be able 
to continue with our publication. 
Surely there's someone out there with 
a computer who is involved in, or 
anxious to practise, a desktop publish
ing programme; or even the old fash
ioned typesetting and paste-up 
method. If you are concerned about 
the future of The Midden and would 
like to help us out in a:ny way, please 
get in touch with me right away. 

Yvon Lantaigne, who gave The 
Midden'its new look this past year, 
moved to Calgary this summer. Yvon 
brought his expertise and took time 
from his busy schedule to produce 
The Midden for us on his Macintosh 
computer every two months. I, most 
of all, will miss him. 

HELP! 
As a result of Yvon's leaving, we 

find ourselves casting about once again 
for someone to help with the techni-

joyce johnson 
Editor 
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U.B.C. ARCHAEOLOGY FIELD SCHOOL 

THE SACRED MOUNDS 
OFSCOWLITZ 

by Sandra Morrison and Heather Myles 

T
HE 1992 U.B.C. ARCHAEOL

OGY FIELD SCHOOL took 
place at the Scowlitz site 
(DhRl 16), which is lo

cated thirty kilometres east of Mis
sion on Canfor Ltd property, across 
the Harrison River from the 
Scowlitz Indian Reserve. This pic
turesque site, covered with acres 
of lush greenery, consists of thirty 
burial mounds and the remains of 
an ancient settlement. It extends 
for 200 metres along a terrace 
which looks down UJX>n the junc
tion of the Harrison and Fraser 
Rivers. 

The site's position at the 
confluence of these two rivers 
provided an excellent area for fish-
ing, transJX>rtation, and trade. Pre
historically, the Scowlitz site must 
have been the location of a once 
prosperous and JX>Werful village. 
Its imJX>rtance did not fade during 
historic times, when it was used 
by fur traders and prospectors as a 
gateway to the Harrison Lake and 
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ered with maple, birch, and cedar 
trees and is choked with a mass of 
stinging nettles and salmonberry 
bushes which cloaks the many 
features of the site. On one side of 
the terrace the land slopes up
ward to meet the Harrison Knob. 
On the other side the edge drops 
steeply down to where the clear 
blue waters of the Harrison River 
meet the muddy Fraser. 

beyond Today, this site holds great Scowlitz site, 1992 
imJX>rtance for the Scowlltz people, 

Several metres off the shore
line, the water eddies around the 
"Transformer'' rock which, accord
ing to Scowlitz legend, is where 
one of their first ancestors fell to 
earth. Along the upslope border of 
the terrace thirty mounds are vis
ible. These range in size from small 
rock cairns to huge pyramid-like 
masses of earth. Sizable trees with 
deeply penetrating roots grow 
from the tops of many of the 
larger mounds. On the river side 
of the terrace is a series of at least 
twenty-four shallow, rectangular 
house depressions, an indication 
of the presence of an andent vil
lage. 

both as sacred grounds of their 
ancestors and as a prime fishing loca
tion 

The Sto:lo Tribal Coundl and the 
Scowlitz Band invited U.B.C. archaeolo
gists, under the direction of Dr. Michael 
Blake, to investigate the site, parts of 
which were being rapidly eroded away 
by the river currents. Over the years 
band members and others had collected 
stone artifacts and pieces of woven 
basketry and other organic materials 
which were being washed out of the 
muddy river bank. 

In March of 1992 archaeologists from 
U.B.C. and the Sto:lo Tribal Council dis-

covered a large piece of basketry as well 
as a complete hafted ground slate knife, 
the first of its kind retrieved in the 
Lower Mainland. This exciting discov
ery, and awareness of the JX>tential in
formation to be gained from the adja
cent village and its burial mounds, 
prompted the decision to return to this 
site in March for the U.B.C. archaeologi
cal field school. During the project, Gor
don Mohs, Heritage Consultant for the 
Sto.lo Tribal Council, acted as liaison 
between the Scowlitz Band and the 
archaeologists. 

The Scowlitz site (DhRl 16) is cov-
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Approximately 100 metres 
north of this terrace, eroding out of the 
bank of the Harrison River, is an exten
sive waterlogged comJX>nent which 
contains a well-preserved layer of or
ganic materials. This JX>SSible extension 
of the village was not tested during the 
project because of the high water level 
Adjacent to the wet site is a small island 
(DhR115), 200 metres long and 50 metres 
wide, UJX>n which four circular pithouses 
are located These measure four metres 
in diameter, and are characteristic of 
Interior Salish dwellings. 

Both DhRl 15 and 16 were exten
sively mapped with the help of a sur-
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veying class 
from the Fraser 
Valley College, 
supervised by 
Bud Bowes. In 
addition, a de
tailed contour 
map of DhRl 16 
was produced 
by Dr. Gary 
Coupland, a vis
iting professor 
from the Univer
sity of Toronto. 

The project 
began in late May 
and was finished 
in the last week 
of June. The first 
week was dedi
cated to clearing 
the heavy brush 
on the terrace in 
order to expose 
the site's features. 
Two mounds Mound 23 showing the contour and size and some features 

were then selected for excavation 
Mound 1, the largest and most im

pressive of all the mounds, is three 
metres high and twelve metres on each 
of its four sides. Mound 23 is somewhat 
smaller, measuring two metres in height 
and ten metres on each side. Both, how
ever, are similar in many respects. Bur
ied under the centre of each is a cairn 
constructed from boulders and sur
rounded by perimeter rock walls defin
ing the mounds' square shapes. A care
fully prepared clay floor underlies the 
rock features in both mounds, acting as 
a surface for their construction. 

In Mound 23, an oval-shaped cairn, 
constructed from forty l:;u-ge rocks and 
measuring one and a half metres in 
diameter, was placed on top of the clay 
floor. This cairn was surrounded by an 
outer wall which was composed of 
rubble and was one metre high with its 
corners aligned to the cardinal points. 

The mound matrix consisted of dark, 
sandy midden fill containing a wide 
variety and abundance of lithic artifacts. 
These included basalt projectile points, 
serpentine adzes, ground slate tools, and 
a large quantity of quartz cores, flakes, 
and microblades. Because the artifacts 
were found in redeposited midden ma
terial which was used to construct the 
mound, their actual context reveals lim
ited information about their relation-

ships to one another and to the mound. 
However, the various styles of projec
tile points, which include large leaf
shaped, tapering stem, corner-, basal
and side-notched points, suggest that 
the site was continuously occupied from 
at least the Charles phase (ca 4,500 BP) 
until the time of historic contact. 

Because of the acidic nature of the 
soil, no human skeletal or faunal re
mains were preserved. However, the 
presence of an oval-shaped pit, directly 
below the rock cairn, strongly indicates 
that human remains were here at one 
time. 

Excavations in Mound 1 (see cover 
photo) revealed an even more elaborate 
mound construction. After digging a 
trench through two and a half metres of 
fill, which was relatively sterile in con
trast to the artifact -rich deposits in Mound 
23, excavators exposed a central con
cave cist composed of over two hun
dred angular boulders. Although only 
half of this cist was excavated, it appears 
to be square, measuring four metres on 
each side. As in Mound 23, the cist was 
surrounded by a square perimeter rock 
wall, but this was constructed not from 
rubble but from the same kind of large 
rocks that form the cist. The one ex
posed corner of the wall was marked by 
a metre-high pillar of stacked rocks. 

This mound structure is similar to 
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that of the mounds in the Hatzic area 
which were excavated and described 
by Charles Hill-Tout in 1899. The con
struction sequence of both mounds ap
pears to be similar and as follows: 

1. The body was placed in a shal
low pit dug into sterile soil 

2 The clay floor was prepared as a 
surface for the features of the 
mound 

3. The cairn was constructed over 
the burial. 

4. The perimeter rock wall was built 
up around the cairn, outlining 
the edge of the mound 

5. Fill from the surrounding area 
was deposited ovet the rock fea
tures forming the structure of 
the mound 

The construction of these sacred 
monuments would probably have re
quired ahighly organized labour force 
and may have included the use of slaves. 
The mounds' stratigraphy suggests that 
they were built immediately following 
the individuals' deaths, and within a 
short period of time. 

On the final day of excavations an 
exceptionally well-preserved skeleton 
was uncovered within the cist in Mound 
1. The bones were analyzed in the field 
by Dr. Brian Chisholm, a U.B.C. archae-

continues on P. 4 



Evidence of a complex society 
continued from page 3 

ologist, who determined that the indi
vidual was an adult male. He had been 
placed on his right side in a tightly
flexed position, facing northeast. Recov
ered organic material indicates that he 
was wrapped in cedar bark or leather 
blankets before his interment. 

Immediately following excavation of the burial, and in the 
presence of the archaeologists and elders from the Scowlitz 
community, Mr. Vince Stogan of the Musqueam Band per· 

formed a reburial ceremony 
Four perforated copper discs, one 

large copper ring, four abalone pen
dants, and approximately seven thou
sand beads of sliced dentalia shell were 
found around his neck. Closer observa
tion revealed fragments of leather still 
attached to the copper discs and strung 
through several of the beads. This col
lection of burial items strongly suggests 
that this was a person of high social 
status. 

Immediately following excavation 
of the buria~ and in the presence of the 
archaeologists and elders from the 
Scowlitz community, Mr. Vince Stogan 
of the Musqueam Band performed a 
reburial ceremony. With silence the skel
eton - complete except for a few small 
samples of bone which were retained 
for radiocarbon dating and analytic pur
poses - was returned to its original 
position. New copper and abalone offer
ings arranged in the burial replaced the 
artifacts taken for study. 

Even though no human skeletal ma
terial was recovered from Mound 23, a 
reburial ceremony was conducted there 
as well, using a sample of soil from the 
pit below the cairn which presumably 
once contained human remains. 

The field school spent the last two 
days reconstructing the boulder cairns 
and backfilling the excavated trenches. 
With the close of the project was a 
traditional burning ceremony at the site. 
This was followed by a feast hosted by 

the Scowlitz Band to celebrate the end 
of the excavation Our participation in 
the reburial and burning ceremonies 
helped to foster a greater understanding 
and admiration for the ancient tradi
tions of the Scowlitz people. 

The elaborate burial in Mound 1, 
along with the other mounds and cairns 
at the Scowlitz site, provide evidence 
for a complex society that existed in the 
Fraser Valley some thousand years ago. 
More precise dates are pending results 
of analysis of charcoal and other organic 
materials. This site is not an isolated case 
in British Columbia Other mounds are 
known to have survived the rapid settle
ment and farming activity of the past 
century. The last one excavated was in 
1944 at Cowichan Bay by A.E Pickford. 
Although it was one of the few mounds 
to be studied in the 20th century, this 
work was inadequately documented 
except for a brief description of the 
mound's construction. No human re
mains or artifacts were found, and no 
dates were obtained 

In the Fraser Valley, several mounds 
located on the Pretty Estate at Harrison 
Mills were noted by T.P.O. Menzies in 
1933. One of these contained only frag
ments of human skeletal remains. Fur
ther down the Fraser at Hatzic, five 
kilometres east of Mission, another clus
ter of mounds was excavated by Hill
Tout and described in 1930. 

ARTIFACT IDENTIFICATION CLINICS 

November 24, 1992; january 26, 1993; March 30, 1993 - 7:00-8:30 pm 

Museum of Anthropology 
6393 N.W. ·Marine Drive, UBC Campus, 
Vancouver. 

On the last Tuesday of every other month, professional staff from the Museum 
of Anthropology will be on hand to help to identify objects brought in by the 
public, and provide conservation advice. just take in the artifacts that you have 
questions about (Tuesdays evenings are free). Check in at the admissions desk to 
fi.ild out where the clinic is located. 
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Most ancient burial sites exist along
side large settlements like the one at 
DhR116. Based on this pattern, an undis
covered village may still lie beneath the 
surface near the demolished Hatzic 
mounds. However, during Hill-Tout's 
initial study, no mention of a village was 
made. Through excavation he deter
mined that there were five different 
types of construction involved in the 
circular earthen burials, and that inner 
cists and small circular stonewalls were 
common. The copper artifacts which he 
recovered from the various mounds 
resemble those found in Mound 1 at 
Scowlitz. 

The Scowlitz site has emerged as an 
important focus of study because of its 
rich archaeological remains--the burial 
mounds, the house depressions, and the 
wet site. In particular, the site has yielded 
important information concerning pre
historic mound construction Moreover, 
the burial mounds provide strong indi
cations of a hierarchical system, and that 
the community functioned according to 
a stratified social structure. Because the 
village appears to have been occupied 
from about 4500 BP, before the develop
ment of stratified society, study of its 
cultural sequences may help us to un
derstand some of the processes involved 
in the evolution of complex societies. 

Undoubtably, this is a site which will 
provide opportunities for years of fu
ture research. Another team of investi
gators from U.B.C. is currently planning 
to return to the site this fall to carry out 
test excavations in the waterlogged com
ponent and in the habitation zone adja
cent to the mounds. 

Sandra Morrison and Heather Myles, third 
year students In anthropology at U.B.C., 
participated In the field school at the 
Scowlltz site. 



BOOK REVIEW 

A BA.SIC FIELD AND LAB MANUAL 

T HERE WAS A TIME when, faced 
with the task of analysing an 
archaeological fish bone col
lection, the only references 

available were the works of Casteel and 
a variety of articles in an obscure publi
cation or journal. Generally, in the con
sidered zooarchaeological texts fish bone 
analysis was largely ignored or simply 
mentioned as an aside. The appearance 
of Fishes by Wheeler and Jones is most 
welcome to us who are interested in 
archaeoicthyological analysis and re
search. Now any excuse for sloppy meth
odological work concerning archaeo
logical fish bone analysis is no longer 
valid. 

This publication is the fifth in the 
Cambridge Manuals in Archaeology Se
ries and the authors represent a rela
tively up-to-date and very readable ac
count of archaeological fish bone analy
sis. The importance of this manual to 
zooarchaeologists and archaeologists 
who work on the Pacific Northwest 
Coast is fairly obvious, allowing com
parison of our methodology with a Brit· 
ish and European point of view. Devel
opments of archaeological fishbone 
analysis from other parts of the world 
are also mentioned. 

Wheeler and Jones include discus
sions of diverse topics on methodologi· 
cal and interpretive issues which an 
analyst faces when dealing with 
"zillions" of fish bones. The first chapter 
is a general introduction for the manual, 
concentrating on the history of archaeo
logical fish bone research and the im
portance of using proper methodology. 
The next chapter focuses on research 
questions such as prehistoric economy, 
diet and trade, paleoenvironment, past 
fish taxa distributions, and fish tax
onomy. In the following chapter the 
authors look at fish ecology (fish popu
lation and faunalistic zones) which can 
add to our understanding of the data. 

Chapter 4 discusses methods of re
covery- developing sampling strategies, 
methods of fish bone extraction from 
deposits, storage of samples, and deter
mining "diagnostic" elements for identi
fication and quantification Chapter 5 
looks at the taphonomic factors that 
affect the survival of fish bone elements 
in archaeological deposits. 

In chapters 6 and 7 the authors ex
amine the osteological identification of 
elements from cartilaginous and bony 
fishes, and the establishment of a useful 
nomenclature for archaeologists. A chap
ter follows dealing with fish bone iden
tification, recording of data, determin· 
ing the season of capture, and methods 
of analysis such as element analysis and 
bone size, that the archaeologist can use 
to answer questions. 

Chapters 9 and 10 deal with the 
issues of fish bone quantification, namely 
the estimation of fish size and minimum 
number of individual counts. The chap
ters following look at the interpretation 
of fish bone data in terms of seasonality 
estimation and the reconstruction of 
prehistoric fishing behaviour. In the 
final chapter, the authors describe how 
to go about establishing a good fish 
bone reference collection 

On the whole this publication is an 
excellent reference manual on archaeo
logical fish remain analysis, illustrated 
throughout with line drawings, graphs, 
tables and photographs. Such a text is 
long overdue. I cannot recommend it 
highly enough. Unfortunately, little men
tion is made of the work that has been 
done on the Northwest Coast, probably 
due to the fact that those analyses are 
confined to thesis dissertations and local 
journals which are not readily acces
sible. 

Despite the fact that this publication 
will become the basic field and lab 
manual on this topic, it is very expen
sive (as are all Cambridge hardcovers). 
Perhaps eventually Cambridge Univer
sity Press will put out an affordable soft
bound edition 

Robbin Chatan 

ASBC member Robbin Chatan Is an MA grad 
student In the Department of Archaeology at the 
Unlverelty of Calgary, and has just completed hla 
th11la on a late prehistoric flah bone collection 
from Motupore leland, Papua, New Guinea. He 
haa also worked on fish bone from the Point Grey 
sHe (DhRt 5), and did an oxygen laotope atudy on 
molluac shell from Crescent Beach (DgRr1). 
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Fishes 

by Alwyne Wheeler and 
Andrew K.G. ]ones. 1989. 
Cambridge University Press, 
Cambridge. 210 pp., ills., in
dex. $71.40 (hardcover). 



GITAUS REVISITED 

RIVER EROSION ALONG 
THESKEENA 

by Jan Sumpter 

T HE CANADIAN PARKS SERVICE 

(CPS) and the Kitselas people 
are currently in the prelimi
nary stages of establishing a 

National Historical Site on the band's 
Reserve No.1. The reserve is situated at 
Kitselas Canyon on the Skeena River 16 
kffi east of Terrace. The new National 
Historic Site would be owned and oper
ated by the Kitselas people in coopera
tion with the Canadian Parks Service. At 

Figure 

present the two parties have signed a 
Memorandum of Understanding and are 
working toward a cooperative agree
ment. One component of the agreement 
will be the priority placed on the protec
tion and management of cultural re
sources. 

To date five village sites have been 
recorded at the Kitselas Canyon: 
Tsunyow, Gitaus, the Paul Mason site, 
Gitlaxdzawk (the "Fortress"), and 
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Gitxtsaex. All are considered extremely 
significant with regard to their ethnic 
value, scientific research potential, and 
their contributary roles in the interpre
tation of aboriginallifeways not only at 
the canyon, but the northern coast of 
British Columbia. 

One of the five villages, however, is 
extremely vulnerable to fluctuating river 
levels and stream flow: Gitaus (GdTc 2, 
CPS designation 559T), meaning "people 
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disturbed culture-bearing deposits. Ex
cavation of Unit 1A was terminated at 
the base of a rusty-coloured, medium
grained sand overlying fluvial gravels. 
Cultural material recovered from the 
unit included seventeen stone tools and 
sixty waste flakes. Sixty percent of the 
unit's assemblage was recovered in a 
disturbed, secondary context, while the 
remainder was collected while profil
ing the embankment exposure. 

View of western portion of the Gitaus site, Skeena River 

Unit 2A was located 46 metres west 
of Unit 1A and 75 em below the top of 
the embankment. Once below the slump 
debris, excavation proceeded through a 
number of stratified, culture-bearing 
sand lenses containing charcoal and mod
erate quantities of fire-broken rock. Due 
to time constraints excavations were 
terminated at a depth of 3 metres below 
the top of the embankment before 
completion While closing the unit, lithic 
items and concentrations of fire-broken 
rock were encountered Unit 2A pro
duced 70 lithic tools, two worked bone 
tools, and 257 waste flakes. Seventy-four 
percent of this total was collected from 
disturbed slumpage. 

of the sandbar". This 4100 year old site is 
located on a two to eight metre high 
fluvial terrace immediately downstream 
from the south end of the canyon on an 
eroding bend of the Skeena River. It 
seems that the locale has always been 
susceptible to natural deterioration. 
Kitselas oral tradition informs us that 
Gitaus was abandoned during prehis
toric times because of the undermining 
of the site by beaver. Periodic flooding 
at Gitaus has always occurred, and will 
continue to do so. 

In 1968, the National Museum of Man 
(now Canadian Museum of Civilization) 
under the direction of Dr. George 
MacDonald, conducted a small scale sal
vage-oriented archaeology programme 
at Gitaus in response to local concerns 
over the loss of cultural material to river 
erosion Restricted to the central front 
part of the site, the investigation encom
passed about 54 square metres of exca
vation, revealing cultural deposits to a 
depth almost three metres below ground 
surface. Approximately 2800 artifacts 
and 13,000 pieces of lithic debitage were 
collected. Since then concerns have con
tinued regarding erosion of the esti
mated 4000 square-metre site, and the 
irretrievable loss of Kitselas heritage. 

In September 1991 archaeological 
staff from the . CPS Western Regional 
Office (Calgary) conducted a prelimi
nary assessment of river erosion at 
Gitaus. Over a five day period the brief 
field programme focussed on two objec
tives: 1) to establish the amount of site 
loss since the National Museum's ar
chaeological work in 1968, and 2) to 

recommend viable actions, programmes, 
and measures (both immediate and long- continues on page 8 
term) pertaining to the 
protection, conserva
tion, and management 
of the Gitaus site. The 
1991 programme in
cluded re-establish
ment of the 1968 ar
chaeological baseline 
grid; profile and plan 
drawings of the em
bankment; excavation 
of two exploratory 
test units; and revision 
of the site plan. 

The two test exca
vations at the base of 
the embankment con
sisted of a 50-cm wide, 
2-metre long, and 6o
cm deep unit (lA), and 
a 1-metre square by 
225-metre deep unit 
(2A). The two units 
were judgementally 
placed at locations 
where slum page accu
mulation was minimal. 
Each unit required the 
removal of approxi
mately 50 em of 
slumped embank
ment sediments. 

Unit 1A, situated 
two metres below the 
top of the embank
ment and adjacent to 
the 1968 excavations 
failed to yield any un- Excavation of disturbed embankment slump debris at test unit 1A 

7 



Mitigative actions 
and programmes 

recommended 
continued from page 7 

In total the 1991 tool assemblage 
comprised 52 cobble and flake tools, six 
ground stone items, 11 chipped stone 
implements, and two miscellaneous 
worked bone objects. The four tool 
industries are typical of prehistoric 
toolkits occurring in northern coastal 
sites. The faunal sample, encompassing 
both land mammals and salmon, was 
extremely small at 4.84 gm-a result of 
acidic soils. Fire-broken rock was abun
dant at Gitaus with approximately 87 kg 
recovered from both units. 

Preliminary investigations at Gitaus 
in 1991 revealed two significant factors. 
First, cultural deposits in the western 
portion of the site appear to be deeper 
than those excavated in 1968. Secondly, 
and more importantly, since 1968 an 
approximately 3-metre width of the 
bank (possibly 480 square metres of 
site) has been lost to river erosion. 

ments, in conjunc
tion with additional 
exploratory excava
tions. These studies 
would also include 
a Native training 
component in field 
archaeology. 

The author 
would like to thank 
Chief Councillor 
Ralph Wright and 
Deputy Chief Coun
cillor Brian 
Seymour of the 
Kitselas Band, and 
Pat Inglis, Area Su
perintendent, B.C. 
Mainland North, 
Fort St. James Na
tional Historic Park 
for their support of 
our brief study at 
Gitaus. 

The Canadian Parks Service has rec
ommended a number of mitigative ac
tions and programmes to the Kitselas 
Band Council. Implementation of these 
recommendations will be subject to fur
ther detailed technical studies, funding 
sources, and constraints. Should the 
Kitselas peoples request that additional 
archaeological investigations be con
ducted at Gitaus by the CPS, emphasis of 
study will be to address details regard
ing archaeological mitigation require-

Post~cavation view of test unit .24 

lan Sumpter Is a Senior Research Assistant with the Canadian Parks Service's Archaeological 
Research Services Unit In Its Western Regional Office. He has been conducting archaeological 
work with the Parks Service since 1983. lan acquired his B.A. In Archaeology from Simon 
Fraser University In 1981. 

·DEBITAGE 
Diana French spent her summer holidays up by the 

Tatshenshine River in the very northwestern corner of B.C. 
fighting the devil's club and alder for three weeks in August. 
She worked with three Native people conducting a prelimi
nary archaeological survey for the Champagne and Aishihik 
First Nations. 

. . . Further south and east near Quesnel in the Cariboo 
Deva Heritage Consuldng {Sandra Zaccharlas) has been working 
with the Canim Lake band in an on-reserve inventory and 
archaeology-training project funded by Access to Archaeol
ogy. Watch for the video! · 

... On the academic front Malaspina College in Nanaimo 
is offering an archaeology course for the first time in several 
years. Students taking the course under the direction of Cal 
Ritchie provided voluntary labour for Ian Wilson at Depar
ture Bay this summer. Cal has just come to Malaspina fresh 
from completing his M.A. in Ontario and is working on 
starting up a branch of the A.S.B.C. in Nanaimo. Welcome to 
B.C., Cal.. 
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... AI McMillan and Stan Copp, who have been offering 
archaeology courses at Douglas College, will begin in the 
doctoral programme at SFU this year. 

.. . And this year Norm Easton will move from Yukon 
College to be in the doctoral programme at the University of 
Alaska in Fairbanks continuing his investigations into subtidal 
deposits along coastal areas . 

... Meanwhile, back at U.B.C. Heather Pratt presented a 
successful defense of her thesis, "The Charles Culture of the 
Gulf of Georgia: A Reevaluation of the Culture and Its Three 
Subphases." Congratulations Master Pratt! 

.. . A more complete site inventory is being developed by 
the Archaeology Branch in cooperation with the Ministry of 
Forestry. A pilot study on Vancouver Island will map all 
cultural resources, including sites of traditional importance 
to First Nations peoples. Comprehensive recording and 
mapping of these sites should inform land-use decisions, 
especially with respect to the protection of heritage re
sources ... 
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NEWS ITEMS 

IN THE INTERIOR 

RESIDENTIAL SUBDIVISION -
THEN AND Now ... 

Antiquus Archaeological Consultants 
Ltd recently conducted detailed mitiga
tive excavations at two medium-sized 
winter pithouse village sites (EfQw 2 
and EfQw 21) on the southern shores of 
Adams Lake near Chase in south-central 
B.C. The excavations were funded by a 
private landowner who is presently 
developing two residential subdivisions. 
The investigations revealed that EfQw 2 
contained short-term occupations be
longing to the Kamloops Phase (ca 1200-
200 BP), while EfQw 21 was occupied 
earlier and at various times during the 
Shuswap Phase (ca 3500-2400 BP), the 
Thompson Phase (ca 2400-1200 PB), and 
the Kamloops Phase (ca 1200-200 BP). 

EfQw 21 is somewhat unique in that 
several of the larger houses are rectilin
ear in plan rather than the more conven
tional round forms. A sparsely repre
sented pre-pithouse component at EfQw 
21 during the middle prehistoric period 
(7000-3500 BP) contained microblades. 
The results of the investigations at these 
two sites will be available next spring. 

ON THE QUEEN 
CHARLOTTE 

ISLANDS 

THE GWAII·HAANAS 
ARCHAEOLOGY PROJECT . .. 

The Queen Charlotte Islands wit
nessed a busy summer of archaeology. 
InJuly and August Morley Eldridge and 
AI Mackie of Millennia Research, with 
Bert Wilson of the Haida Nation, co
directed the Gwaii-Haanas Archaeology 
Project on South Moresby Island. 

Their contract from the Canadian 
Parks Service called for a shoreline sur
vey and inventory centring on Juan 
Perez Sound Millennia worked closely 
with six Haida trainees in cultural re
source management. This was a con-

tinuation of collaborative archaeologi
cal work between the Haida people 
and the Canadian Parks Service. 

For a time the Millennia crew shared 
their camp on Ramsey Island with Daryl 
Fedje and Ian Sumpter of the Canadian 
Parks Service, who were investigating 
raised shorelines on South Moresby Is
land. 

ON VANCOUVER 

ISLAND 

LISTEN. THE TREES ARE 
SPEAKING ... 

The most spectacular discovery of 
the summer on Vancouver Island oc
curred at Heal Lake in Saanich where 
Dr. Richard Hebda of the RBCM, and 
the University of Victoria recovered 
above the glacial till at the lake bottom, 
a complete floral sequence dating from 
13,000 years ago to the present. The 
entire lake is being destroyed to make 
way for a garbage dump. Hebda is 
heading a research project to sample 
the sediments and to reconstruct the 
environmental history of the region in 
detail. His research is being supported 
by the Capital Regional District, Envi
ronment Canada, Forestry Canada, and 
the RBCM. 

Working with the University of 
Washington, Hebda is analyzing the 
carbon isotopes found in the wood and 
in other organic remains. Sediments 
will be sampled and preserved at the 
RBCM and at Forestry Canada. Of par
ticular interestis the preservation of 
thousands of logs with the potential of 
a long sequence of tree-ring dates. 

Look for an article by Hebda on this 
spectacular site in a future issue of The 
Midden 

ON THE WATERFRONT· • .. 
Rapid development in other parts 

of Saanich, particularly on the water
front, kept archaeologists busy through
out the summer. InJune Morley Eldridge 

and a crew from Millennia Research 
conducted salvage excavations at the 
North Saanich site (DeRu 1) on Tseheum 
Harbour. From the path of ap
proaching bulldozers Millennia salvaged 
burials containing copper ornaments 
and haiqua shells (dentalia). 

Later, in August a Millennia crew led 
by AI Mackie monitored construction 
on part of the Bazan site (DdRu 4) near 
Sidney. Quentin Mackie, who analyzed 
thousands of celts for his M.A. thesis but 
had never excavated one himself, had 
the pleasure of excavating two in this 
project. A protective covenant now ap
plies to part of this site. 

ON THE CREEK . •• 
At the end of July the Archaeology 

Branch hired I.R. Wilson Consultants to , 
examine a previously unrecorded site 
at Somenos Creek near Duncan where 
a developer recently uncovered burials 
while levelling ground for a housing 
subdivision Wilson's excavations re
vealed the remains of ten individuals 
buried with copper ornaments in what 
appears to be a burial mound. Dubbed 
the "Some nos Burials" by the press, they 
have been dated to the Locarno Beach 
Phase (ca 3500-2500 BP). Chief Wesley 
Modeste of the Cowichan band worked 
closely with the Archaeology Branch 
and the developer. 

POSSIBLE BARGE LANDING 
SITES ... 

Millennia Research archaeologists, 
working on contract to the Archaeol
ogy Branch, spent part of the month of 
July in Barnfield. The town's rapid de
velopment over the past decade has 
th.reatened many archaeological sites. 
Morley Eldridge and Clinton Coates 
surveyed the line of a proposed road to 
West Barnfield and examined eighteen 
possible barge landing sites on both 
sides of Barnfield Inlet. 

They also conducted an impact as 
sessment of a village site (DfSg 2) adja-

News continues on page 11 
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FROM THE SCOWLITZ SITE 

A BASKET CASE 
by Kimberly Wooten 

L AST APRIL U.B.C. ARCHAE
OLOGISTS FOUND a basket 
fragment eroding out of 
an exposed water-satu

rated component in a bank along 
the Harrison River near its 
confluence with the Fraser. The 
site, DhRl 16, located within tradi
tional Scowlitz band territory is 
called the Scowlitz site. The basket 
has several important intact fea
tures including two handles, the 
selvage (rim finish) and one corner. 
The fragment measures approxi
mately 35 em square. 

Body~onstructlon techniques 
The weave of the body is 

checker-plaiting in which weft ele
ments are narrower than warp ele
ments (unequal checker). Plaiting is 
simply the interlacing of the verti
cal elements (warps) and horizon
tal elements (wefts) over and un
der one another. The plaiting tech
nique is reported in most wet-site 
basketry assemblages from the 
Northwest Coast. The Scowlitz frag
ment features a symmetrcal design 
created by using a series of alter nat
ing dark and light coloured wefts. 
The dark colour results from leav
ing the bark on the lighter inner 
cambium surface of the splint in
stead of stripping it off. 

In her 1989 report on the Water 
Hazard site (DgRs 30) baskets, 
Kathryn Bernick mentions colour 
contrast as a common decorative 
technique for plaited baskets. This 
is also the case with the Scowlitz 
basket. It is not possible to tell at 
this point if the weft and warp 
elements of the basket are splints of 
split cedar roots or branches. In the 
Water Hazard baskets the bark-cov
ered splints were generally used as 
warp elements with the bark fac
ing outwards. In the case of the 
Scowlitz basket the bark-covered 
surfaces oriented toward the out
side are weft elements and not 
warps. 

-- - - --- - - -

- --- --- -
- - - - -- - - - -- - - - -- - - -- - - -- - - -
-- ----- ---

Twining, a tighter technique than Schematic drawing of plaited design on Scowlitz 
plaiting, is often used as prepara- basket. 

tion for the rim selvage. In twining 
the warps remain stationary while 
two or more wefts wrap around 
them. The rim of this basket frag
ment is preceded by one row of 
two-strand twining slanted up to 
the right (/). This right-hand pitch 
is typical of twining in the Salish 
area, as opposed to twining along 
the north coastal region which 
slants to the left (\). The Scowlitz 
basket's selvage is a wrapped type 
with the ends of the vertical warps 
bent 90 degrees to the right and 
incorporated into the structure of 
the selvage. The resulting bundle 
of warp elements is then wrapped 
with a spiralling strand of bark. 
Each warp element is bent into the 
bundle after two stitches of the 
selvage wrapping strand 

Attachments 
The basket fragment contains 

two different handles, both made 
of "z-lay" cordage where the strands 
twist to the left. One of the handles 
attaches horizontally just below 
the selvage. The second handle 
attaches vertically at the corner. 
Dale Croes reports similar vertical 
handles, or "tumpline loops" on the 
corners of a 2500 year-old burden 
basket from the Hoko River site. 
These loops, or handles, likely used 
as guides for the basket's carrying 
strap, were known ethnographi
cally. 

Shape 
It is not possible at this point to 

reconstruct the size and shape of 
the Scowlitz basket, but the inser
tion of extra warps at the one 
existing cornerindicates expand
ing walls. It seems from the four 
attributes present that the frag
ment resembles ethnographic 
Coast Salish burden baskets which 
varied in size but had an expand
ing form. The handles also suggest 
a burden basket, especially the 

BASKETS continues on P. 11 
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BASKETS 
continued from P. 10 

vertical handle that resembles Croes' 
tumpline loops. 
Discussion 

Aside from the woven design, the 
tumpline loop on the Scowlitz basket is 
probably its most interesting attribute 
since loops for tumplines are not re
ported in either Musqueam Northeast 
(DhRt 4) nor the Water Hazard site, 
although checker-plaited utility baskets 
were present in large numbers in both 
assemblages. Such loops are, however, 
reported for the Ozette and Hoko River 
sites on Washington's Olympic Penin
sula where checker-plaiting is not the 
predominate utility basket weave. The 
difference in basket construction could 
reflect a difference in function of the 
baskets, or it might simply reflect the 
limited number of basketry remains so 
far recovered 

one of the most impor
tant aspects concern
ing basketry has to do 

Coast in terms of information on 
etbnicity It is technologically com
plex, stylistically sensitive and rela
tively abundant when present. Even 
small fragments can be instructive, 
especially if they include finished 
edges, ornamentation or append
ages. 

with its possibilities for 
revealing ethnicity -
the ways in which a 

group of people define 
themselves 

Designs incorporated into baskets 
can additionally reveal ethnicity 
through kinship. Such information can 
offer a "face" to archaeology. 

This summer the Scowlitz site was 
investigated by the U.B.C. field school 
Since water levels were too high during 
the summer months, the water-satu
rated component, which is threatened 
by erosion, was not investigated. If exca
vations of this component do take place 
it will be extremely interesting to see 
what more is revealed about Scowlitz 
traditions and weaving. 

plete, a basketry fragment can still yield 
a great deal of information 

Perhaps one of the most important 
aspects concerning basketry has to do 

Basketry is probably the most use
ful artefact type on the Northwest 

· with its possibilities for revealing 
ethnicity--the ways in which a group of 
people define themselves either con
sciously or unconsciously. Bernick ex
plains in a 1987 article in Ethnicity and 
Culture (p.251) that, although incom-

Kimberly Wooten has Just completed a year as an unclassified student concentrating on 
anthropology at U.B.C., and has been accepted Into the Masters programme. 

NEWS ITEMS 
continued from page 9 

cent to the fortress at Aguilar House, which was 
excavated in the 1960s by Judy Buxton as part of her 
M.A. thesis at the University of Calgary. 

THE TOQUAHT REVISITED ••• 
Denis St. Claire of Victoria and Alan McMillan of 

Douglas College completed another summer's field 
work on the Toquaht Archaeology Project on the west 
coast of Vancouver Island 

Working closely again with Bert Mack, Chief of 
the Toquaht, they excavated for 12 weeks at T'ukw'wa, 
the main village site of the Toquaht people, and at the 
village of Ch'om'a:t'a, where they reached a depth of 
4.75 metres in cultural deposit. 

Funding from the B.C. Heritage Trust, and from the 
federal government's "Challenge 92" and "Access to 
Archaeology" programmes, allowed St. Claire and 
McMillan to put a large crew of eighteen into the field 
They report very rich artifact assemblages and, of 
course, abundant sea mammal remains which will be 
analyzed by old coastal hand, Greg Monks of the 
University of Manitoba. 

NEW PUBLICATIONS 

Integrated Lithic Analysis: The Significance 
and Function of Key-Shaped Formed Unifaces 
on the Interior Plateau of Northwestern North 
America. 

by Mike K. Rousseau 
Department of Archaeology Simon Fraser University 
Publication No. 20, 1992 SFU, Vancouver. $18.00. 

Deciphering a Shell Midden 

edited by Julie Stein 
Academic Press, San Diego. 1992 
375 pp. US$89.95 (hardcover) 

Provides a detailed history of shell midden research and 
a description of the latest analyses and procedures using 
an example of a Northwest Coast shell midden 
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PERMITS 
Permits issued by the B.C. Archaeology Branch, 
May to August, 1992: 
1~2-39 

1~2-40 

1~2-41 

1~2-42 

1~2-43 

1~2-44 

1~2-45 

1~2-46 

1~2-47 

1~2-48 

1~2-49 

1992-50 

1~2-51 

1~2-52 

1~2-53 

1~2-54 

1~2-55 

1~2-56 

1~2-57 

1~2-58 

1~2-59 

1~2-6o 

1~2-61 

1~2-62 

Sandra Zacharias: inventory, Canim Lake Indian Reserves No. 
1 - 6 and non-reserve lands, Canim Lake. 

Arnoud Stryd: inventory and evaluation, Scheidam Flats, 
Kamloops District. 

Keary Walde: impact management, GjRa 1, Swan Lake 
Provincial Park, northeastern B.C. 

R.M. Gilbert: inventory, proposed campground/ marina, 
McLeod Lake. 

Ian Wilson: impact assessment, Captain Cove, Pitt Island. 

Gloria Fedirchuk: post-construction impact assessment of 
three Home Oil Co. Ltd. wellsites. 

Michael Blake: research excavations, DhRI 15 and 16 (Scowlitz 
Site), near Harrison Mills, Fraser Valley. 

Alan McMillan: site investigations, DfSj 23, DfSi 4, FgDk 30, 
Toquaht Territory, Clayoquot District. 

Beth Bedard: impact assessment, gas pipeline right-of-way, 
Kootenay District. 

Mike Rousseau: impact assessment, Kamloops District. 

Karen Preckel: impact assessment, north bank of Fraser River 
in Cannery Channel, Steveston. 

Alison Landals: impact assessment, proposed wellsite (Amoco 
Canada Petroleum Co. Ltd) near Carbon Creek, Peace River 
District. 

Phil Hobler: inventory, portion of Section 1, Saturna Island. 

M. Kennedy: test excavations, north side of Keatley Creek. 

Mike Rousseau: impact assessment, cutblocks (Weldwood of 
Canada Ltd.) near Wells. 

Mike Rousseau: impact assessment, cutblocks (West Fraser 
Mills Ltd.) near Wells. 

Sandra Zacharias: impact assessment, proposed bridge at No. 2 
Road and River Road, Richmond. 

Ian Wilson: impact assessment, proposed cable crossing 
between Breakwater and Gabriela Islands. 

Jean Bussey: inventory and impact assessment, MOTH project, 
Prince George/Cariboo region. 
Jean Bussey: inventory and impact assessment near Princeton. 

Keary Walde: impact assessment, MOTH projects, Peace 
region. 

Bjorn Simonsen: research excavations, Scheidam Flats, 
Kamloops Indian Reserve No. 1. 

Ian Wilson: impact assessment, Galiano Island. 

1~2-72 

1~2-73 

1~2-74 

1~2-75 

1~2-76 

1~2-77 

1~2-78 

1~2-79 

1~2-80 

1~2-81 

1~2-82 

1~2-83 

1~2-84 

1~2-85 

1~2-86 

1~2-87 

1~2-88 

1~2-89 

1~2-90 

1~2-91 

1~2-92 

1~2-93 

1~2-94 

1~2-95 

1~2-96 

Mike Rousseau: impact assessments, MOTH projects in southern 
B.C., south coast, Thompson-Okanagan and Kootenays regions. 

Keary Walde: impact assessment, south shore of Babine Lake, 
Coast District. 

Ian Wilson: impact assessment, DcRt 42 and 76, Gordon Head, 
Victoria District. 

Mike Rousseau: impact assessment, property de'velopment at 
McLeod Point, Adams Lake. 

Mike Rousseau: impact assessment, subdivision at Olalla, 
Similkameen District. 

Jan Wilson: overview and reconnaissance, Ministry of Forests 
project near Crawford Bay, Kootenay Lake. 

Jan Wilson: impact assessment of two proposed natural gas 
wellsites, Langley. . 

Mike Rousseau: systematic data recovery, EpQw 21, Kamloops 
District. 

Rebecca Balcom: impact assessment, Lakefront Realty property, 
Okanagan Lake. 

Bjorn Simonsen: impact assessment, lots in Renfrew District. 

Rebecca Balcom: impact assessment, B.C. Gas Inc. pipeline near 
Armstrong. 

Arnoud Stryd: impact assessment, property developments on 
Cortes Island. 

Stan Copp: impact assessment, DgRn 25, near Clayburn, New 
Westminster District. 

Bjorn Simonsen: inventory of cutblocks near Fish Egg and 
Illahie Inlets, Coast District. 

Norm Easton: intertidal and subtidal excavations, DfRu 7 and 
13, Montague Harbor, Galiano Island. 

Sandra Zacharias: impact assessment, B.C. Hydro project, Barnes 
Creek Diversion. 

Ian Wilson: impact assessment, Timbercrest Estates, Duncan. 

Arnoud Stryd: inventory within traditional Squamish territory. 

Diana French: inventory, Tatshenshini River basin, Cassiar 
District. 

Morley Eldridge: impact assessment, property development in 
North Saanich. 

Ian Wilson: systematic data recovery, MOTH bridge replace
ment, EeSu 13, Glenlion River, Port Hardy. 

Sandra Zacharias: impact assessment, proposed subdivision at 
Lesser Fish Lake, Lillooet District. 

Bjorn Simonsen: impact assessment, southwest shoreline of 
Lillooet Lake. 

Robert Muir: systematic data recovery, MOTH bridge replace
ment at Bull River, Kootenay District. 

Bjorn Simonsen: inventory, Merrill and Ring Timber Co. logging 
areas, Quadra Island. Arnoud Stryd: impact assessment, DISr 16, Little Espinosa Inlet, 

Vancouver Island. 1~2-97 Geordie Howe: impact assessment, subdivision at Penrose Bay 
(Okeover Inlet), New Westminster District. 

1~2-63 

1~2-64 

1~2-65 

Robert Muir: systematic data recovery, EfQw 2, Woolford 
Point. 

Jean Bussey: impact assessments, district lots and unsurveyed 
Crown land, New Westminster Land District. 
Richard Brolly: impact assessments, MOTH projects, Thomp
son-Okanagan region. 

1~2-66 Ian Wilson: impact assessments, MOTH projects, Vancouver 
and Saltspring Islands. 

1~2-67 Morley Eldridge: impact assessments, MOTH projects, 
Barnfield, Vancouver Island. 

1~2-68 B. Reeves: evaluative test excavation, DhPs 4, Elk River, 
Kootenay District. 

1~2-69 Jean Bussey: impact assessment, Scuzzy Creek Hydro and 
Power project. 

1~2-70 

1~2-71 

Rebecca Balcom: impact assessment, golf course development, 
Barnston Island, New Westminster District. 

Mike Rousseau: impact assessment, cutblocks in Quesnel 
District. 

1~2-98 

1~2-~ 

Morley Eldridge: monitoring, residential construction, DdRu 4, 
Sidney. 

Keary Walde: investigations at Pink Mountain, Peace River 
District. 

1~2-100 Morley Eldridge: investigations in North Saanich. 
1~2-101 Ian Wilson: inventory, cutblock near Kelsey Bay, Sayward 

District. 

1~2-102 Mike Rousseau: impact assessment, proposed resort develop
ment, Melvin Creek Valley, Lillooet District. 

1~2-103 Robert Muir: impact assessment, proposed hydro-electric project 
at Similkameen River, south of Princeton. 

1~2-104 Arnoud Stryd: impact assessment, Steep Island, Sayward 
District. 

1~2-105 R. Gotthardt: impact assessment, proposed campground, Swan 
Lake, Cassiar district. 

1~2-106 John Dewhirst: impact assessment, proposed residential 
development at DcRu 19, Victoria. 
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DATES TO REMEMBER 

EXHIBITIONS 
to January 3 

LECTURES 

October 30 

CONFERENCES 
November 12-15 

The Transforming Image. 
UBC Museum of Anthropology 

Hundreds of faded, often invisible, traditional paintings of North west Coast cultures have been recovered 
by infra-red photography and reconstructed by First Nations artists. This exhibition presents the process 
and results. 

RB.C.M - NEWCOMBE PROGRAM 
Newcombe Theatre, 675 Belleview St., Victoria 

Tales of a Cordilleran Geologist (slide lecture) 

Dr. Hugh Gabrielse, a member of the Geological Survey of Canada since 1947, uses early means of travel 
in the field--canoes and packhorse trains (no helicopters were available then)-to bring to life early 
personalities of geology, their hardships and survey routes. He also describes the fascinating story of the 
development behind the evolution of geoscience, the scientific approach used in surveying and mapping 
the vast areas of the Cordilleran of northern B.C., the Yukon and the N.W.T. 

Chacmool. University of Calgary, Alberta 

"The Archaeology of Contact: Processes and Consequences" 
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