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ISSl1E 
With this 50th issue, The Midden marks 10 years of pub­
lishing, having begun life as the Newsletter of the ~S~~ 

in November 1968. The first issue - all six pages, 
gestetnered, with no illustrations - outlined future 
meetings of the young society (including lecture6 by Ors. 
McGregor, Kassis and Borden), listed the executive 
(President: Ron Sutherland) and extended a welcome to 
new members (including a Mrs. Marie Duncan). The pre­
ceding 49 issues have totalled well over 700 pages 
(average 15 pp. per issue) and have included 90 origiual 
feature articles, the vast majority being survey anJ ex­
cavation reports by professional archaeologists. 'J'lw 
two-person Groves-Russell editorial staff has remained 
unchanged throughout. Warm thanks should gu parti­

cularly to indexer Frances Woodward, artist Hilary 
Stewart and publications committee member Eileen 
Sutherland. We would also like to thank Simon 

Fraser University for continuing to provide low-co8t 
printing. 



RESE/\ RCII IN A NEW METHOD OF 14 c DATING 

l\T THE UNIVERSITY OF TOROil'TO 

by 

E . B. Banning and L.A. Pavlish 

l\r c hueom etry Laboratory, University · of Toronto 

( Hl'printe d from January/February 1978 ARCH NOTES with kind 
permission of the authors) 

II. Ovschqcr suggested almost a 
dl'c.id<' c1go that it might be 
L>oss iblc to devis e u me thod for 
14 c Jc1tinq in whi c h the carbon­
ltl c1toms th0mselv e s, not the 
lH'L-1-rciys from th e decay of 
r,1d i ode ti v c ca rbon, co uld b e 
cou nt ed (II. Oeschger, et al., 
in lt1d ioc ar bon Variiltions and 
/\l>so J u L<' Chronology, Pro-
<'Cl'o inqs XII Nob e l Symposium , 
I .U. Olssen, e d., Ne w York: 
Wil ey Jnt crsc i cnce , 1970, pp. 
487). In Toront o , we first 
hc<1rd th e me ntion of such a 
possibility in u l ec ture given 
L>y /\.E. Litherland to an 
und< ~r<JrcHluu tc class in Physics 
.ind /\r c lla eo logy, in J.::inuary 
IY76, whe n it was not taken 
Vl ' ry seriously (al though it 
J.itL 'r c1pµcared on the final ex ­
.1111 i n~1 t ion for the course !) . 
l·:x L ~ ns.i v c discuss ions during 
l 'J7<1 .ind 1977 umong like-minded 
scie ntists did , how e v e r, lead 
Lo the collaboration of groups 
l e d L>y l\.E. Lith e rland (Univ er­
s ity of Toronto) , 11.E. Gove 
(Univ crsjty of Rochester ) and 
K. JI. Purser (Ge n e ral Ion e x Cor­
porc1 ti.on) , in order to develop 
ju s t such a method. 

Tilt ' fj rst public .::innoun cement 
o f tlw initial success of the 
14c atom-counting technique 
c ame c1t .::i conference in 
Strasbourg , Fr.::ince , 24 May 1977 

(K.H. Purser, et al ., in Pro ­
ceedings of the Second Int e r­
nati ona l Conference on 
Electrostatic Accel e rat ors, 
Strasbourg, Revue de Physiqu e 
Appliquee , tome 12, no. 1 0 , 
October 1 9 77). The Roche s t e r­
Toronto-Gen eral Ionex grou p has 
since dat e d samples provided by 
M. Rubin of the U.S. Geological 
Survey with some succ e ss, nega­
tive ions providing the solu­
tion to the problem ' which has 
plagu ed similar research--th e 
e limination of nitrogen-14, 
which has the same mass as 
carbon-14 (C.L. Bennett, et al ., 
"Radiocarbon dating 11sing 
electrostatic accelerators: 
negative ions provide th e key ", 
Science 198(1977), pp. 508-510; 
C.L. Bennett, et al., "Rad io ­
carbon dating using electro­
static accelerators: datin g of 
milligram samples", submitt ed 
to Science, December 1977). 

The principal res e arch ers are 
at present d e signing a dedi­
cated machine, exclusively for 
such radioisotope dating, and 
are interested in the possibl e 
application of the technique to 
th e dating of ground-water (im­
portant in the storage of 
nuclear wastes) . At the same 
time, however, work in th e 
Archaeometry Group at th e Uni­
versity of Toronto is beginning 

l 



L. 

Cf) 

t­
z 
::) 

0 
(.) 

Cf) 

~ 

z 
::) 

0 
<..) 

MT. SHASTA 
4590 ± 250 yrs. 

14c 

·" / f 

' \ 
I I 

' 

GRAPHITE 

14c 

13c 

I\ 
I • 
• ' • • • • • • • • I • 

: • 
• • • 
I • • • + 

l i 

i 
t I 

I 

' ~ 

13c 

,I'\ 
• • ' I • • • • 

• • 
• • 
I • 
• • • • 
: • 
I ' + 

t 

E FINAL 

.. 

,2c 

,\ 
I + 

I \ 
' ~ 

,2c 

,. 
I• . : 

- I • • • • • t , 
• • + 

\ 
1_] 1 

Plot of relative amounts of carbon-14 in two samples. 

A 

B 

A: shows the easi 1 y recognizable peak of carbon-14 a toms ( t'xprt 's! ; c•d .i!; .1 
log) for carbo~acious material recovered from Mt. ShJsl.1, C.11 if o r11i.i, 
whi ch is 4500 - 250 years old. 

B: shows the peak of carbon -14 atoms obtained from a graphite s .:1111plt· to 

be v e ry low, givin g an appar e nt ag e gr ea ter than S0 , 000 Y L'.Jr s . 



to r e volve around possible 
drchc1eological applications of 
the ne w method. 

The possibilities for broadening 
tlH' aµp l icJ tions of isotopic 
Lidl i ll<..J by direct a tom counting 
.ire i mme ns e . Carbon samples too 
s mc1ll for meas urem e nt by the 
co nventional t l:c hnique or arti­
f.ict s too valuable for large 
< ·<1 rbon samp l es to be removed are 
now much mor e lik e ly to be 
ddt.:-iblc. Even the carbon in 
c '1<1ff - o r shell-tempered pottery 
in s moky residues on cave 
cc ilinqs or lamps , or in small 
bit s of preserved matting or 
b , iskL try mc::iy now provide chrono­
nH·tr ic dc1t e s, since only milli­
q rc1rn qu .:rn ti ties of carbon wil 1 
i>(' rwcded for ana lysis. Iron 
,rncl s t ee l a rtifacts always con­
t.1 in c, .1 rbon, and these too might 
O(' da t<1ble wher e the fuel in the 
forqc wa s wood or charcoal It 
m;iy furth e r b e possible to ex ­
tL'rH..I the ] 4c c hronology by about 
70,000 years if t he contamina­
tion probl e ms can b e solved. 

'l'll L' m<' L ho d c1 t th e same time . 
o ffer s pos s ibilities for refine­
ffi('nl of 14c age ca libration. 
'l'h <' nr istl eco ne pines used in 
llH· pr oductio n of calibration 
(· urv< ·s h<1ve unt i l now b ee n dat ed 
in "chunk s " of 10 an nu c::il rings 
<'.tc h. We m.:-iy soon be able to 
c, llibr. ·1t c one ring at a time. 

Simi lc1rly, the new 14 c dating 
method ha s important conse­
qu e nces in "cu.librating " 
thcrmoluminescent dating 
m<·t hods . In th e rmoluminescent 
d.1ting of fired ceramics , un­
ccrtJi nty concerning the 
rudic::ition e nvironm e nt of the 
s c1mµlc during its burial has 
m,Hk the calculation of ab-
sol ulc dc::ites uncertain. If, 
howe ver, one could date a sherd 
by 14c (using organic matter in 
the temper or on the ancient 

surface of the sample), on e 
could establish its age , a nd, by 
assuming a similar dose-r ate for 
all sherds on the s a me sit e , one 
could then solve th e TL dating 
e quation for those sherds, sim­
plifying the TL dating proc e ss, 
or, at least, providing a check 
on conventional methods for 
determining the dose-rate. 
While individual 14 c dates t end 
to be rather e xpensiv e , TL dates 
may prove to be much less so, 
making such a 14c/TL partn ership 
a valuable procedure ("TL and 
14c dating of pottery: archaeo­
metric potential", Ancient TL, 
in press). This is especially 
important in regions such as 
Ontario where dendrochron o l ogi ­
cal sequences are incompl ete and 
opportunities for absolute dates 
limited. 
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The importance of the new me thod 
has been demonstrated b y th e 
rapidity of d e velopments and the 
numb e r of groups who hav e b ee n 
working on the probl em . Th e use 
of acce lerators as mass spec tro­
meters has a lso been ind epe nd en ­
tl y stu di e d by a gr o up a t 
Berke l ey (R. A . Mull er , " R.:idio ­
isotope dating with a cyclotron" , 
Scie nc e 196(1977), pp . 489-494) 
and a group at Simon Fra ser and 
McMaste r (D.E. Nelson , l:t al ., 
"Carbon-14: direct detection a t 
natural concentrations", Sci e nce 
198(1977), pp . 507-508) , whil e 
other groups are known to ha v e 
subsequ en tly e xperim ented with 
th e technique. It must be 
str e ssed that direct-countin g 
isotopic dating is still in th e 
dev e lopmental stages--all groups 
involved in this r e s ea r ch ha v e 
experienced some probl ems--but 
wh en fully developed it is sur e 
to greatly expand our chrono­
metric horizons. Not l ea st among 
its implications is the pot e ntial 
for using isotopes oth er than 14 c 
as dating aids . 26 Al, lOBe, 36c1, 
32si and others now gain in their 
importance to the geologist , 
palaeontologist and arch a eologist. 

**************** 
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REWARDING EXCAVJ\'l'IONS CONTINUE l\'l' Nl\MLJ 

A 197 8 report by H. L . C.ir J son , 
Dept. of l\n·h.tl·uloqy, 
s. r'. u . 

Nam u ( El S x l ) i s o n e o f th c mos t l' x c i t i 11 q 
archaeological sit es in Briti s h Columl,i,1. 
Excava t ions during th e last 10 years l1.1v v producL·d 
a wea lth of mat e ri al sp r c.::id over .::i tim e S fJdll of 
about 9,000 years . The sit e was f ir s t r ecor d t 'd 111 

1968 by Philip Hobler duri n g the cours e o[ .111 

archaeological survey of th e c h a nn e l s 1Jetwl'L ' 11 
Fi tzh u gh Sound , Kimsguit and 13clL:i CooL1. 1 L w.is 
obviously already known to th e people o [ lk L Li 13l' I l.1 
who occupied the sit e seasonally prior to Llw 
esta blishm e nt of a fish c.::inn ery a nd L..1tcr d s dw mi LL 
in the l ate 19th c e ntury . The first dctu, 11 L·x­
cavations were directed by J. J . !lester o[ Lill ' 
Univer sit y of Colorado in 1 969 a nd 1970. lll' stL ' r ' s 
gro up of res ea rch e rs disco v ered .::i lonq scqul' llCl, of 
cultural c ompon e nts b eg inni ng wit h a microlJldd c 
industry some 9,000 yeors ago , .:.rnd fo l lowvd uy .i 

sh e ll midden whose d ep osition continued un lil 
severa l centuries before Eu ropean contcJcL (IIL·sll · r 
and Nelson 1978) . 

In 1977 I r e turn e d to th e si t e with u qroup of 
stud en ts fro m Simon Fraser University. Scvl'rdl 
goals guided our work there . So me of thL' studv11Ls 
l acke d previous exca v ation expe ri e nce , a nd om' qo.i I 
was to t ea ch them how to exca v ate cJ.nd an..1lyze c1 

midd e n. We a lso wi s h ed to obtain .::i l .::i1 ger s.1 111pL· ut 
material from th e d e posits of the E.::irly PL'riod 
(9, 0 00 - 5 ,000 years ago ), and to remov e ,1 s, •clio11 

of the str a tigraphy to put into t h e Deµurtml'11L of 
Archaeology 's n e w Mu~e um of Arch.:leoloyy dnd 
Ethnology at Simon Fr ase r Univ ers ity (Curlso11 J <)77 ) 
The Leon and Th ea Koe rn e r Foundation pro vi uL'd .i 

small grant to h e lp with th e l ot t er µrojl'ct. 

In 1978 we continued this work, .:ind uirectl'd 
our e x ca vations tow a rd samplin g parts of thL ' si tt' Lu 
th e south and e ast of pr e viou s e xc a v .1tions wh L~n· i 11 

1977 a single t es t pit ha d r e v ea l e d th e µn .'sencL' of 
a black , non-sh ell strat um simil.::ir to th e l.',1rljL ·s l 
known stratum found in oth e r p a rts of th e sjtl.' . 

Five 2-by-2 metr e t e st pi ts we r e e xcavutcd int o 
th e d e posit east of pr e viou s e x c.::iv .::itions . 13vlo w .i 
thic k layer of forest soil th e r e appeared .i comp.ic L, 



lJL1c k st r atu m d e v oid of sh e ll a nd bon e , but co nta in ing a num ber of 
s tone tool s , and a s mall amount of charcoal a nd fire-cr a ck e d rock . 
Mos t artif ac ts were found b et wee n 50 and 70 c m b e low th e surf ace 
within the black l aye r. The assemblage consist e d of obsidi an 
microulndcs , pebbl e tools, cor es , struck fl akes , a braders for 
m,1kinq tools by g rinding and polishing , flak e s of milky quartz , 
,111d ,1 fr og ment of one crude bi face . One charcoal sample h as be e n 
s ubmitt e d fo r dating . Judging from d ate s obt ained by th e Color ado 
n• sc dr c hc rs , th i s as s e mblag e should d ate som e whe r e in th e time 
pt~r iod be tw een 9 ,000 a nd 4,500 y ear s ag o. Be low this black la ye r 
there occurred a culturally sterile, y e llowish sand wh ich is a 
11,1tur.:1l d e µosi t, pr ob a bly glacial in o rigin . 

'l'o th e south o f th e previous y e ar's exca vations in a sma ll 
hollo w dir ec tly a bov e the mouth of th e Namu River we bega n another 
Lt'St pit, in whi c h sh e ll deposit s we r e encountered b e low th e l aye r 
<Jf surface humu s . To our surpris e , th e shell midd e n we nt down to 
t l,r c <~ met r es b e l o w the surface , an d to our e ven greater ast on ishm e nt 
(.i 11d ,kl iqh t) a black midd e n d e posit co ntaining only on e narro w band 

o l s he ll co ntinued downward for anoth e r metr e . Two addition al 
2-by-2 me tr e µits we r e excavated immediately east and we st of this 
firsl pit s o th o t th e final excavation in this part of the si t e 
co ns i ste d o f u trench 6 metr e s lon g , 2 met res wid e , and 4 me tres 
u<'<'J>. /\t o n e point we thought we ha d reached bedrock, but ex amina­
Lion s how e d this to be a number of lar ge s an dston e slabs whi ch must 
h ;1vc bee n brought to th e site, and were once part of som e h abi t ation 
feat ur e . The cu ltur al d e posit continue d below thes e l arge ro cks . 

·rh e a rtifa t as s e mblages from the two deposits are quite 
di r r , , n· nt . The s he ll d e posits contained artifacts typi cal of the 
ti OH' p<~r iod betw ee n a bout 2,000 and 4 , 000 years ago, as we ll as many 
b o 11,·s of mummu l s iJ nd fish . Th e low er most metre c ontaining th e bl ack 
111.ilrix w,1s ob v io usl y a lithic worksho p whe r e flaked stone tools we r e 
m.id ,, . Md ny flak e s und c or es of andesi te and greens to ne were r e -
cu v t• r c d , us we ll a s l ea f-sh aped points an d kniv e s, s c r apers , p e bbl e 
too l s , .:1nd e v e n mi cr oblad e s and cor e s o f an d e sit e . Most microblad e s 
wt• rL' , how e v e r, mude o f obsidian. 

Thi s ,1ssc mbl .::i<Je of flak e d ston e tools and debitag e is l u rg er 
t h.i n <1ny ot her so fi:lr obtain ed f rom any singl e site on th e c e ntr al 
t·o .isl, dnd once u na lyzed will provid e co nsid e r ab l e inform ation on 
s l o rH' fl<1king techniq ues of th e Early Pe riod. This analysis is 
c u rrl'ntly und e r w.:iy . 

CdrJ so n, R. L . 
1977 

llt' s l,'r , J a mes 
1978 

REFERENCES 

The 1977 Na mu Excavations. Unpub lish e d repor t to the 
Of f ic e of th e Provincial Archaeo logist. Victori a . 

J . a nd Sarah Nelson (Eds.) 
Re ports of th e Bella Be lla Project. Publicati o n of 
the De partment of Arch ae ology, Simon Fras e r University . 
In Press . 
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MID!Jlrn WlN.S /\W/\IW 

The Midd e n, cc lcbrutinq its 10111 
c1nnivcrs.::iry, won cJ s mcJll c1wc1rLi L11 i s st 11111111·r 
The p ubli cation w.::is e nt ere d in l11L· N\·w:; l, · l l\ · 1· 

category of th e 1978 publicutions co 11L,·:; t 
sponsored by British Col umbi .::i 13us in vss 
Communicators - c1n organ i z.::i t ion for l'd i Ltff :; 
of special publication s . 

Two priz es - c er tificates - w <.'l"l' .1w.1nl1·d. 
The top one, the Award of Exccllcncl', w.i:; 
presented to ~he Mid den. 

A. S . B . C . EXECUTIVE MEMBERS - 1978/79 

Past Pr e sident 
Pr esi dent 
Vice-President 
Treasur e r 
Recording Secretary 
Corresponding Sec retary 

Abbotsford Branch 

President 
Vice-President 
Secretary 
Treasur e r 

Victori a Branch 

President 
Se cretary 

WATCH FOR •••• 

Marie Duncan 
Ron Suther L:ind 
Shirl e y Veale 
Helmi Br aches 
Pearl Piekarski 
Helen Smith 

Neil Smith 
Sheila Middl eton 
Jack Alanson 
Alvina Al a nson 

Bob Harris 
Gwe n Welch 

Grand opening of the new museum of 
Anthropology and Ethnology .Jt Simon 
Fraser University ... coming soon. 

J\ new lecture series on B. C. t\rch.Jeolo~y. 
givt'n at Langara in the New Year, anJ 
co -sponsored by Vancou ver Community 
College and the Archaeological Society . 



Letters to the Editor 
. I II I y I ·1, L 9 7 8 

N It-k I{ 11 s s c L I , Edi t or , 
'l'hl' M iddt•n 

lll•;1 r Nick: 

In respon se tu your e ditori a l 
In Lill' .Junt> l978 issue, 1 f ee l th a t 
.1 disn1 ss io11 of th e policy a nd 
pill lu so phy co ncer ning the sale and 
p11rc ha s l' of artifacts is in ord er . 
Al Lill' Hr it ish Columbia Provinci a l 
M11st •um, Archaeology Division , we 
;1n· f ;w L•J wl th the problem of the 
p11rd1.1sl' of a rtifa cts quite oft e n. 
ll11r pnl ky i s , and has h ec n, th a t 
th is divi sio n wi.11 no t purchase, 
l'V;1(u;1tl' i11 monl't a ry t L~rms , nor en­
,·,ll 1ra g1• L he t· va l uat in n o r sale of 
:111y prchisluric or aboriginal a rt.i­
i ;1L· t. Cunl rary lo a popular 
111 i sl·o11ce pl ion, the r o l e of the 
nHidern museum .is not to collect 
.. ,,rillsilies o r ar t pieces , r e -
jl'L· L ing all but th e very finest. 
Nllr i s it the role o( a modern 
11111sl·11111 to amass large holdi ngs of 
,1hjl'cls s impl y fui · tl1e sake of 
l1;1vi11g ;1 " complete " col l ect i o n. We 
v lL·w "111· rolL· bulh in t erms of our 
Cl1:1 rt , ·r ;111d l hv a i.ms of modern 
11111'.;l·11111s ;1s one where a rtifa c t s are 
,111 I y om· part of t he knowl e d ge we 
;l(' l·111nu Lt L l' , co nsl'r ve a nd hold in 
1wrpt·L11ity; th e objects and kn ow­
l l'dgl' wl1il'h WL' i;a t her form the d a t a 
I 1-llm wit i di Wl' :111d oth e r s document 
:111d i11t l'rp r et Litt' pre-history of 
Brit l s h Columbia for the be n ef it of 
t ht' ;1rd1aeologi ca l. di sc ipline , the 
pellplt • of Brit is h Col umbia, and e s­
pl'ci ally th e nativ e peoples of the 
provin ce. 

in our r eply to p eo pl e wishing 
Lo sL· ll artifacts we point out that 
:ilthough so me artifacts can b e con­
s ldl'rl'd ;tL'S lh t• l i ca ll y pl eas in g , the 
cll l lt>ct Ion of 11 :1rt -p i eces " is no t 
011r h11s i1H'ss ; thL~ most important 
vai11L' an ;1rd1 aeo logical specimen 

has is it s context. In most cases , 
th e artifacts for sale have n o con­
t ex t a nd th e r efo re hav e r e lat ive l y 
little sc i enti fic importan ce . We 
look a t artifacts from th e point of 
vi e w, "What can we learn from th at 
pi ece? " 

I t can b e ar gue d that a museum 
should co ll ect some obj ec ts th a t 
lack co nt ext bec a us e th ey are 
"uniqu e ." It must be rem embered , 
how e v e r, th a t a ll archaeological 
objects are unique and that this 
uniqu e n ess whe n aggrega ted provides 
a f und ame ntal property whi c h permits 
archaeological re sea rch and 
cultural r ec onstruction . 

The "d i l emma " posed by your 
ed it oria l is n o dilemma . The 
dil emma on l y arises from an accep­
tance of th e o riginal proposition: 
th at a person wished to disp ose of 
( se ll) a magnificent ca rv ed figur e . 
Ther e are two i ssues i mpl icit within 
th e proposition : t he person wish ed 
to se ll so methi n g : a nd th at some­
thing was j ud ge d to be magnificent. 
The uncritical acceptan c~ of owner­
sh ip co nst itut es th e fundamental 
issue. It is one whi c h we have be e n 
fi ghtin g against in the Federal Cul­
tu ra l Property Export Act . 
Specifically: Does anyone hav e the 
right to own, and a right to mak e a 
profit from prehistoric artifact s? 
Is the heritage of mankind th e 
prop e rty of someone who accidentally 
finds a mat er ial expression of that 
past? Hav e our value s and percep­
tion s b ec ome s o in c ulcated with th e 
spirit of th e times that e very thin g 
und er tl1e s un b ec omes va lu able be­
cause it ca n be bou ght a nd so ld ? 

7 
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At the very l eas t the ;:icceptance of th e 
principle th at whatever can be sold 
must he sold , denie s the mor a l respon­
sibi lity of ou r soc i e t y individually 
anJ collec ti vely t o base ou r act ion s of 
the presen t and fu tur e upon a knowled ge 
of ou r past . The reject ion of our in­
dividual and cu lt ural pas t constitutes 
accep tance of an amnesia which removes 
r es ponsibility from us for our act ion s . 
An individual may argu e that he has th e 
right and f r eedom to abroga t e hi s r es ­
pon s ibility for his own actio ns . A 
per s on who robs a nother perso n is no t 
permitted this f r eedom by o ur s oci e ty; 
he has perpetrate d a crime against 
another i ndivid ua l and the property of 
a nother individual. The a rr oga n ce of 
ou r eco nomy permits th e protectio n of 
individuals; but only rece ntl y has our 
society recognized t he burd en of th e 
pr o te c tion of the society itself . In 
term s of the material exp res s ions of 
the past , th e Danes recognized thi s ob­
ligation in the 13t h cen tury and 
enac t ed a law re se rving the right of 
ownership of "found" relics to the King 
and hence to the people as a whole. A 
pe r son who finds an historic object 
does not own it, nor can he sell it; he 
can ho ld it for his lifetime and in 
some case s be indemnified for his care 
of the object. 

Here, a person finds an object and 
had the as s umed ri ght (and in some 
quarters, the obligati on) to profit 
f r om his discovery. The fact is that 
the amount of profit (in this case 
$2000) is not in any way related to the 
obj ec t itself. Prices are set in a 
nea t arrangement wherein dealers buy 
a nd sell specifically to increase the 
dollar value of th e ir "investment." 
The evaluation of the "importance " or 
" s tunning beauty" of "magnificence" of 
the object is imposed upon it by the 
necessity t o increase its dollar valu e . 
Aesthetic eva luati on ca n a nd does take 
place without a prim a ry co ncern for 
monetary evaluation, but hav e you ever 
hea rd a d ea ler speak of a pricel ess and 
uniqu e , artistically stunning flake? 
I doubt it. 

Whal i s 1wt•ch•d i11sl( ·;id 111 : 1 ll:1ddy 
Wa rb11l·ks--a 11 angl' I wl10 n• s1·11(·s 
arc haeo logi c;Jl sp l' l·iml'ns rr11111 1l1l' 
c l11Ll·l1es of lhl ' i\111erk:111s--i ,, .1 I inn 

commilmenl to llil · rl'sponsll>! I il y ol 
a ll llll'lllbers of soc i l' ty to p ro ll ·t· l 
their her it ag l'. Thi s 1·ommll111(·1ll L1k1·s 
the fo rm of a firm r eso lvl' tll•I t 1> 
parti c ipate in, nor e nco ur :Jgl ' I Ii,· n,111-

mercialization of th l' p:1sl. Wl· :1,; 
a r chaeo lo gis t s musl Jevoll ' rn1r l' I I ort s 
to an educa tion of thl.' puhl i ,· :1l 
l a r ge ; we must pa ss o n 011r l' lllii11:;l:i,; 111 
a nd o ur joy as we discovl'r, ll' :1ri1 I r,,111, 
and he lp o th ers l l'; 1r11 :1ho111 ;i 111I , ·11 j,,y 
th e ri c h past wh ic h i s , :1fll'r .,II, :111 
inl,xtri c ;-ible part of 011r ow11 pr, ·:;(·111. 

Wlia t ca n wv do though will"II I :w1·d 
with the f act that soml'Olll' Is 1· 011 -

s id er ing st• llin g ;111 object? 'l'hl' rl' i s 
no law Lo prevl' lll till · s;1 il· ,>1 prl' ­
hi s lor ic art i f:1cls--pl•rl1;1p s t l1l'r ,· 
s hould h e '. J\ 1 l WL' c an do wli i I l' rl'-
maining tru e to our rl'solvl' is 111 11:>1· 
moral persuasion. Ullimall'l y il i s 
the morality of th e situation up,111 
whi c h we must fo c us our attenllon a nd 
action . That we "lo se '.' an objt•1·L l o a 
businessman or collecl!or i11 Sl'att l l' I s 
ind eed tragic; nevertheless 1 r Wl' s11il­
ve rt our e thi c t o save a p i.l•t'l' hy 
pa rti c ipating in the artif,H·L 111:1rkl' I 
economy we hav e seriously damagvd lHI r 
ability to effec t the pers11aslo11 ol 

persons engaged in thi s comml'rcl'. 
This regrettable bul 1wcessa ry pos i -
t ion was a dopt e d by Lhe> C.11.11. whl'11 II 
recomm e nd e d that all appl i c, 1l ions I 1,r 
e xport permits be a pproved !11 ordl·r 
th a t mone tary evaluations of prl'hl s­
toric a rtifacts he avoidl'd. Only hy 
the active a nd de lib erate rl'jl 'l' Lion ol 
th e concept of priv a te ow1wrs hlp o l 
artifacts , a nd th e communic;1l !011 ol 
our concern to the I ay pub Ii c can w1· 
hope to gua r antee that nur hl'rll :1gl' 
will not become.• a llSL'll'ss 1111ll'Ss 1>1 
pottage. " 

S in ,·l· rt · l y , 
Tom l.oy 
i\ss lsl:rnl C11r;1lor 
fl r c h,H·o I ugy I> iv Is I 011 
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If thi s was an idAal world, ive would a g r ee e ntirel y. Dut although 

Mr . Loy is un e rrin q ly ri g ht, a nd we support th e id eals fo r wh ich 

he str iV L'S , sayinq so do cs no t make th em com e tru e . We l i v e in a 

mat<'ri a li s tic socie ty and th a t won't chan ge just b e cause a f ew of 
us .sa9 we don ' t approve: yea r s of active ed ucationa l campaiqning 

ure uht•a d , and i n th e meantim e (if we r ead that la st parag r aph 

abo ut the C . A . A . co rr ec tl y ) th e archaeologis ts ar e willin g t o le t 
o ur rcmuin in g c ultural h e rita ge slip away abroad. 

Sur e ly th e C.A.A . by r e commendin g approval of all e xp or t p e rmits 
co ndon,3s private ownersh ip? We a r e r emi nd ed of one Pontiu s Pila t e 
sayi n g , rou g hly, " I don't approve, but I' m go in g to wa sh my hands 
of it." Wo ul d n ' t a strong er po s ition ha v e b ee n to r ecomm e nd a la w 
against sa le of pr ehi s toric a rt i facts? Or bett e r s t i ll, a 

n.111is h- .st1;L<-· J<.1w, sc rapping p ri vat e own e rsh ip of pr e historic a rt i facts ? Of co ur se 
t l,i s i:; .111 o v,· r -s im1>l ifica tion of what must h a ve b ee n a bitt e r C . A.A . d e bat e , and 

t 11, ·r. · ..J n• />l-O/J<.1/Jl 11 s trong r easons for th e position which th e as soc iation fi na lly 
t u ,>k.. 

t iut p,·rh,11 ,.s, i n o ur ori( Jinal editorial , opening this discussion , we wer e wron g to 

.11/t/1,•s .•; th e muse ums .:.it a ll . To say an artif ac t out of context has no scien ti fic 

v.ilu, • i s firw ... but i t wo uld b e outra ge ou s to sugg es t that (for instanc e ) th e 
m1,J11i (i c.Tnt s t o n e mas k s which so fascinated Duff in Images : Ston e : B.C . should be 

di .·;, ·.ird,·d becau se tht •i r prov eni enc e is not prop e rly document e d . So in such a 
:; i /11._iLio n they b eco me /\rt Gallery pi ec e s , inst ead of Mus e um pieces . Now , who 

d ,JT'«•s lo Su«J•Jcs t th cJt th e argum ent so well sta t ed by Mr. Loy be ext end ed to " a rt 
() /,j,• (· / :; " :' f, t• t th em a ll yo ab road , t o prevent cr eating an artifact mark e t ec onomy? 

't'l1,· II. C . l 'r ov in c ial Muse um v ery se nsibly buys th e work of contemporary craftsm e n 
(lli I I U, •id , Do b David so n , e tc.) . Is that wr o n g? Should it not buy an Ed e n s haw, 
i I <>It , ,, ·, ·,L' Whe r e s ho uld th e lin e b e dr a wn? 

It :; u111,·l,(}(/11 o / 'f(•rs a fine Canadian artifac t f or s ale at a Soth c b1=, ·s a uctio n in 

1., 11<1u11 . 11,d th ,· N,1tiona l Muse um buys it t o "r epatriat e " it , is that so very 
tlitt, ·r, ·111 from th C' .sum,• pe>rson off e rin g i t to Ott a wa dir ect (as th e gentleman did, 
w I 10 s I .; r t , •d . il l th i s ) ? 

Nu , w,· .•; t r u 11,1l1J oppose th e s al e of archaeological mat e rials, but we ar e no t 
,·()11vin c ,·d lh1t is tht: L'nd of th e arg ume nt. 

NR 
++;+++f+++++t++++++++f+t+++++t++++ 
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THE- IT ' S-ONLY-TAKEN-US-10-YEARS-TO-DI SCOVEH- I 'l'-f)J,:l''I'. 

Arts of a Vanish ed Era wa s published in 196B ,,s .i 
c a talogue for an exhibition at th e Wllc)tcom Muse um of 
History a nd Art, in Bellingham. It swam rcct:nUy 
into our ken as one of half-a-dozen Whatco m Mu~;<·um 
pu b lications which now are to be dis tr ibu t<' d uy ltll ' 
Univ er sity of Washington Press . Th e paperb.ick 1s 
available locally from th e U.I3.C. Mus e um book s lon ' 
at $2. 50. The book is particularly u sef ul b c c.iusc · 
it brings together nearly 8 0 items mostJ y fro 111 , ,r iv.il< ' 
collections in Washin gt on state. Muc h o( th<' m.it L't- i.il 
is treen ( though th e r e ' s a ha ndsomc stone S<'.i L< , (! buw I 
figure from th e Lummi Indian Museum) and lht •rt•fort' 
post -contact ceremonial m<1tcrial, and muc h t·.i111t' 
orig inally from north of the border . Dcs p i t< ' t ht · 
title, how e ver, som e of the µi eces ure co11t-l'mpur -.i1y . 
Also a vailabl e in the same scr ics is v ol um<' 011<' o t 
Erna Gunther's surv ey of What co m Museum ' s ltold i nqs , 
called The Permanent Coll e ction. 

* * * 

WATCH FOR . 

Coast Salish Spirit Da ncing, 

scheduled for publication by th e 

Univ e rsity of Washington this 

Fall. Author Pamela Amoss i s a 

U. W. anthropologist . 

* * * 

NH 
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THE AAISING OF BILL REID'S POLE IN SKIDEGATE 

by Hilary Stewart 
June 13, 1978 

There wer e people on standby for Pacific 
Western's flight No. 415 out of Vancouver one 
Friday this summer. Normally half empty, this 
flight to Sandspit, in the Queen Charlotte 
Islands, w~s fully booked, and with good reason. 
Most of those on board were heading for 
Skid egate to witn es s the raising of the 17.4-
metre totem pole carved by Bill Reid. 

Drawn together by a common interest, 
many of the passengers kn ew each other, and 
ther e was an air of festive anticipation about 
the f light. 

The technology of the 20th century had 
th e same powers of transformation th at Raven 
was famous for along the Northwest Coast. The 
passengers, bound for a group of islands once 
thou ght of as distant and remote, soon des­
cended through the "hol e in the sky" (of Raven 
legend) to set foot in the land of the Haida. 

That eveni ng, on a pebble b ea ch close to 
where Bill Reid had spent all the previous 
summer carving the pole, there was an impromptu 
salmon barbecu e . Th e se a wa s mellow and quiet 
as the sky darkened behind two small offshore 
islands. Rich r e d salmon on c~oking tongs 
leaned over th e beach fire and a soft drum beat 
joined with the crackle of the burning drift­
wood as Claud e Davidson, from Old Mas s e t, began 
to sing in his native Haida. Joe David , arti s t 
and carver from the We st Coast of Vancouver 
Island, h e ated his drum by the flam es until th e 
skin was taut, and joined in th e drumming, his 
lith e body pow ere d by the spirituality of the 
mome nt and the pound of drum. Robert Davids o n, 
Claude's son, well known a rtist and carver who 
apprentice d und er Bill Reid, added his songs to 
the evening and th e n passed the drum to Bill 
Holm, from Seatt l e . Bill sang Kwakiutl songs 
with und erstandin~ a nd feeling , then passed the 
drum ba ck to Claude . It wa s late into the 
night before th e si nging e nded and the fire 
e mbers blackened . 

Saturday br o ught sunshin e to the Haida 
isl ands scattered lik e jewels spill e d ov e r a 
blue-green floor. Th e focal point of all the 
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Fift een hundred pa irs of ey e s an d th e totCt l encrqy of t lit • 
en tire crowd we r e direc t ed toward the pol e as s tronq J rm s .:lCJJ i 11 h t ·,1 v< •d 
i n unison. Suddenly, and seemingly wi t h e..1s y grc1ce , tilL' c .:irv L'd l oq r os,· 

high aga inst the sky and a great, spont.1ncous roCtr brok e from tlH · <·1·o wd, 
followed by c h ee ring a nd clapping . Drum s µo und ed furiou s ly , r,il t I, •:-; 
rattled a nd peopl e just stood th e re lo okinq at th e pol e , c.1wcd Liy Lil,· 
r ea l ization of wh at th e y h a d just witn essed . Th e t.:111 po l e s lo od <·rL·,·l 
and bold to pr oc l ai m the st r engt h and di gn ity of th e Haida cu It tlrL ' .ind 
its people . At its b ase stood a massiv e ca rv e d g rizzly b ear , wi t ll 
flare d nostril s a nd protrud ing tongu e . Ab o v e i.t we r e r c1v e n, froq .111d 
killer whal e with its free -st andi ng dors .:11 fin. WhJl e wJs LopJ H'd by .i 

dogf ish with its h e.:1d down wards and its great tail µointiny to llt L' s ky , 
flanked on thre e sid e s by watchmen keepin g guJrd o v er th e seu d11d til e 
villag e . In all , a ma gnificent sculptur e from the h .::rnd of a wo rld­
reno wne d maste r car v e r. 

Led by the Skidegate chiefs, a lon g li, 1e of dan ce rs i.11 their 
brilliantly c r e sted button blankets b egan to circle t h e house to LIH · 
beat of drums. The heavy clouds , unable to contain themselve s , .. lily lonq er, 
finally let go , but the danc e rs continued, ignoring the v ery c l ement 
responsible for th e mighty cedars which provided the material for l>olh 
ho us e a nd pole. That evening a vast crowd packed the c ommun ity h<1l l for 
a dinner of salmon and halibut that began with a d e licious fish so up. 

The fol lowing e vening, aft e r the official openinq of llt L' 11.i i d.i 
house with much ceremony and dancing, a great potlatch was y iVL' n for 
close to 1000 invit e d guests. Chiefs, again r cs pl o r,j ,.:;n t in he, 1ddn ·ss L'::; 
and but ton blankets, holding raven rattles and talking sti c k s , 111<1dc.· 
speeches in the tradition and manner of the oratory of old . D.:.incL·rs 
again took to the floor as the eld e rs sany in th e ir na tive tonqu c to tll L' 
pulse of the drums. 
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i s L1nds Lhi.s day was the village of Skidegate, a village once famous for 
iLs plunked houses a nd forest of magnificent, carved totem poles, a 
vilLi ~JC now with but a single remaining pole falling into decay, a 
vill<lg e wh e re no pole had been raised in more than 100 years. 

About 1500 people had gathered around the new Skid e gate band 
co un cil offices , constructed in the style of the traditional six-b eam 
house with v e rtical pl a nking. In a contemporary break with tradition, 
ho we v e r , the e ntire front of the house was glass window, giving a view 
Jc:rc>ss th e water to an ancient burial island. The pole carved by Bill 
Ht•id was to b e th e f rontal pole of the council offices. Now it l a y 
p nrnc in front of th e building. The day b e for e , dozens of people of all 
.iql' s had co mbined th e ir streng th to carry the trem e ndously he a vy pole 
ll \.'.l r l y a mi l e from the carving shed to th e house, and lay it in position. 
'l'il<' l>d sc was close to th e building, the upper end supported by a er ibbi n g 
c1f fresh cut logs a bout 1.5 metres high . From part way up th e pole, four 
I 0 11q 1 L'n<Jl hs of blu e rope spread out like the start of a spider we b, with 
tw 11 l in cs running f o rw a rd and out along th e beach, and two lines back 
o v l · ,- the roof of th e house . 

Abo ut 2 p . m. the ceremony began . First a p rayer, then a wel ­
l·u111j nq s 1.wec h by the h e r e ditary Chief of Skidegate , Clar ence Collinson, 
JS we ll as speec h e s by othe r chiefs of th e village , all in colourful 
c, · n·111011 i c1 l dr ess . Dcrnce rs , richly r ob ed in red and blue button blank ets , 
~,.111q .111d dan ce d to t h e b ea t of d ee r hid e drums , wh i le the sun glinted 
on t hou s, rnu s of shi ning buttons outlining th e ir crests. 

Colli n son intro duc e d Bill Reid who stood up, smiling, to t h e 
d c d f c·ninq chee rs of th e c rowd a s drums were pound e d and r at tles 
vjq o rou s ly shake n. Standing besid e his pole he spoke eloquently, sa ying 
t.ho1t it had bee n a lif e- long dream of his to return to t,he islands, to 
dr<1w up o n the heritage of the art forms and , while living among th e 
pl'op l( ' , to car v e a tot e m pole for the v · llage . He transferred to Gary 
l·:d c·n :; h<1w, h is assi s tant in th e carving , the right to perform th e 
<"L'rt'll\O l1icd d a nc e Of th e Carver . 

Gary was wea ring a cedar bark hat trimmed with aba lon e and 
sc' .i l io n wh i s k crs , and h e wore a painted sleeveless shirt of deer hide. 
Fo JJ o winq trudition , he wore his carving tools around his wai st , a nd as 
llc• cJ.in cc J with a dr um the crowd warmed to the magnitud e of th e e v e nt s 
unfold ing. Finally, o n th e found at ion wh e re the pole was to stand, Bill 
!ki d a nd Lhc c hi efs ce r e monially sprinkled trad e b ea ds and tobacco. Now 
t IH, ra is inq of th o pole could b e g in. 

On the roof of th e Haid a house was a band me mber (a lo g g er 
l'X!Jl'ricnc c d wi t h rope and spar) shouting instructions to the t ea ms of 
mt•n 111dnning the lon g lin e s. 

'I'hc bright sky had clouded ov e r. Mist a nd threatening grey­
L,Li c k c l o uds we r e moving in through Skidegate Inlet, but all eyes were 
o n llil' µole . Th e co mmand was giv e n. Th e two teams of men h ea v ed and 
t li e' po l c b ega n to 1 if t . The rop e s becam e caught up in th e cedar shak e s 
0 11 l Ii <' c' dqe of th e roof , but quickly th e sha k e s we re ripped a wa y with 
l >.il - L' llc111ds .i.n o rd e r to ma k e a cl ea r run ov e r th e roof e dge. The 
wc1 i l i nq µolc s wuy ed i:l littl e but th e me n o n the front 1 in e s h e ld it 
s L'.iLiy. 
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The feast was lavish. Salmon , halibut , c rab, ilbulonl' , 
scallop, clam s, eulachon (and e ulachon gr ea s e ) , octopus and hcrr inq 
spawn on kelp wer e followed by salmonb e rri es , salill a nd oth e r wild 
berries. Th e host village had spent months collecting il nd pr c [J.:-i r i nq 
the s ea foods and berries. There was ample for e v eryone and e v en d 

surplus. Quantiti e s of gifts wer e distributed to e v eryone in ilCcon L1nce 
with th e ir rank an d importance - even th e childr e n we r e r e me mben~c..J w i l h 
imprinted balloons - and bags were provid e d to take hom e all thL' 
un eate n food , as i s customary a t a potlatch . 

Finally, the greatest moment of th e e v e ning came whe n Ui LL 
Reid was summoned to the stag e. Aft er a speech of th anks for hi s 
work, a magnificent red and blue button blanket, bearing an e<ly l e 
desi gn, wa s placed around his shoulders . The people r ose to their 
feet, c heering and a pplauding as the drums pound ed for what must h<1v<· 
b een a full five minutes. The people of Old Massct join e d with LIH· 
people of Skid egate , who joined with many no n-n uti v es , not only Lo 
ce l e brat e th e rais ing o f the first pole in the villuge in 100 Yl',Hs , 
and th e official opening of th e new co un c il house , but ulso to ho nour 
an d pay homage to a gr e at a rtist and a grea t ma n, Bill Re id. 

* * * * * * 

ARE YOU ON OUR MAILING LIST? 

If you wish to be on the DATUM mailing list or if you have 1:hani:cd your ad,h, ·,, 
plca~e comple te the following form and send to : 

NAME 

Addre ss 

Ci ty 

Posta l Code 

AR r C IIIIRLTUN , EUITOK 

Herit age Conserv ation B1 and 1 
777 Broui: hton Street, Victoria , B.( ·. 

PLEASE PRIN T 



--- Describing Artiiac~s, No.13 
(~art of a continuing series on artifact de s cription , reproduced 
from the handbook for archaeologi cal staff ~orking on the Nati onal 
Inventory Project in B.C. The Midden exten <ls thanks to Tom Loy 

of the Provincial Museum for permission to reprint.) 

MEASUREMENTS 

Meas urin g artifacts is a complex and time-consumi ng 
procedure . Four aspects must be examined. All 
metric. 

1. 

. ,.·· ,_\ /,, ...... . 

·r 
Length - greatest over-all dim en sion (A-axi s) , 
in either the horizontal or vertical plane, if 
the object stands by itself, or in either th e 
parallel or perpendicul ar plan to th e line 
which the artif act naturally a ligns it self . 
The artifact is the object and not subject to 
conflicting meas uring standards (e.g. 
biologi cal criteri a, etc .). For labrets, 
length is th e proximal (bu ccal) -distal 
dim ension. (Defined in "Dicti onary of Terms".) 

,/ 

.. 
•'' ,, ,J 

/ "-. 2 . 
/ ~ <- •••• 

Width - the larg e st intermediat e dimension 
(B-axis) roughly a t right angles to the axis of 
length. For containers (bowls, cups, pots, 
etc .), width is read as diameter . 

. , 

I 

l'IA t. llllt.l I .... ,.,., •nd •••• 

3 . Thickness - a c tual dimension of artifacts 
rou ghly at right a ngles to the plane of length 
and width (C-axis). 

4. We ight - if the weight of the artif~ct is 
greater than the capacity of the scale, the 
capacity should be mentioned, e . g . "over 31. l". 

<lUA_I. I TY OF MEASURE Both the measuring technique and the completeness o f the 
:1 n i r,H· t should also be described: 

A. exact: the measurement was made with calipers, 
scale, balan ce or the equivalent . 

B. approximate: any form of measure other than 
estimate . Includes measurements that 
have been rounded off due to imprecise 
measuring techniques. 

C. estimate . 

If any dimension is in co mpl e t e , this should be noted. 
The term "restor ed" (see dictionary) 
indicates that the meas ure is of an 
inferential (restor ed) dimen sio n. 
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FIE LD WORK AT THE NAKWANTLUN SITE (FdSi-11) 

ANAl--!IM LAKE, BRIT IS H COLUMBJ /\ 

by Rosco e Wi lm e th 
Arch aeo l og icc11 Surv ey of Cd 11.iJ,1 
National Muse um of Ma n 

Th e Ni:lkwan tlun site is situ a ted on th e riqht b.ink o f 
the Dea n River, j ust b e low its outl e t from Lowe r /\ndhim t .. 1kl · , 
centra l int er ior British Columbi a . First vis ited and 
r e corded in 19 7 3, th e site is characteriz e d by a l Zt rgC' numbl 'r 
of house pits al ong th e high b a nk o f th e riv e r at th e po i11t 
wher e the old Be ll a Cool a trail cross es th e str cu m c1 t ,1 
shallow ford. One month of t esting was c~rri c d o ut in 1977 
t o d e termin e whe th e r the sit e was wort hy of full-sc.ill' 
e xc a vation. F i v e house pits were t es t e d by runninq c1 m1•l 1•r ­
wid e tr e nch f rom th e cen tr e of t h e depr ess ion to th e r im. 
Els e whe r e , sma ll t e st pits we r e randoml y placed t o µroviul ' 
soil profil e s a nd to indicate th e richer portions of tlw 
site . Two o f th e se tests we re e xp a nd e d t o 2 by 2 me t e r 
sq uares. 

Mat e ri a l from th e hous es was not ab und ant , but til L'r l' 
wa s en ough e vidence from one (Ho us e 6) to suggest th e pn •s 1•1w1• 
of a late pr e historic or protohistoric Chil co tin c omp o nc r1l. 
I n additio n, t wo hou ses yield e d e vid e nce of clea rl y s tr.1L if it·d 
occupation l e v e ls. A r e l a tiv e ab und a nce of a rt i fa c t s w.is 
recover e d from the 2 by 2 meter square in a n area not 
imme diately a dj a cent to any of the pits. Da tes on som<.' 
rad ioc arbon samples we re earlier th a n any previously obt.i i rH·d 
in the Anahim area , while others f e ll within gaps in Lil e 
present chronology. This suggest e d that on e or two s easo ns or 
fi e ld work should prov e r e wardin g . 

Six week s were spent a t the site this pas t summer with 
a crew of five. One of the hous e s tested in 1977 (House 2 ), 
which had stratified deposits, was tr e nch e d, while Hou se 6 , 
the largest at the site, was cleared to floor at th e ce ntr l'. 
In addition , a trench was run to the pit rim adjacent toil 
trench excavated last year. In an open area adjacent to on e 
of the 2 by 2 meter squares dug in 1977, s e ve n a ddition .il 
squares were excavate d. 

Results from the hous e s we re disappoin t inq. Al ll1ouqli 
the stratifi e d layers within House 2 we r e r ec oqnizabl c 



throughout, only a very few artifacts were recovered , and 
the cultural affiliations are not determinable . A central 
hc'.:-irth wils pres e nt in House 6 , but no evidence for centre 
posts, which would have been expected in a typical 
Chilcotin lodg e . In the tren h mentioned previously, 
floor was trac e d to the base of a sloping pit wall, which 
run up to a lev e l bench area some distance below the 
s urf.:1ce. This is typical of the Chilcotin lodge, but may 
no t be r e stricted to this type . The trench wall profile 
s u~q e sted a n occupation above the original floor which 
mt·rq e d with th e surface in the house centre. One 
proj e ctile µoint, an aberrant Kavik or Flo-kut form, was 
found ut this l e vel . Tog e ther with a small side-notched 
µoint found a bove the original flo o r last year , this 
sugg e sts Chilcotin re-use of an older house pit. Other 
tlwn the points, only a minimum of artifacts, other than 
r e tou c hed flakes, was recovered. 

In the open area, on the other hand, a great 
ubundance of artifact material was found. Projectile 
µoint styles suggest occupation over a wide range of time, 
from the Early Period of the Fraser Valley to the Late 
Prehistoric. However , as is often the case in the 
f o rested area around Anahim Lake, the cultural deposits 
we re very thin, rarely more than 20 cm in depth . This 
cr c ilt e s gre a t problems in attempting to sort the 
ilrtifacts by cultural phases . 

Analysis of the collections will help determine 
whether to continue work at Nakwantlun next season, or 
whether it would be wiser to move to sites outside the 
rorl'st but still in the West Chilcotin area, where deeper 
<lcµosits might provide an answer to the present 
strutigraphic problems . 

* * * * 

ONTARIO SOCIETY PLANS TO CO-OPERATE 

The Ontario Archaeological Society has appointed an 
I .S.L.O. - an Inter-Society Liaison Officer. 

Purpos e of the new post is to encourage rapport between 
Cunada's five provincial archaeological societies : Ontario, 
B . C ., Alberta , Saskatchewan and Manitoba. Such liaison could 
filcilitate visits to e xcavations by archaeological society 
members visiting other provinces, and could provide a pool of 
ideus on solving mutual problems. 

The Ontario Society is 24 years old and has 500 members. 
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Mo nthly Mee tings - 2nd We dn e sday, 8 p. m ., Ce nt e nni.:11 Muse um /\u<.J i tori um 

Oc t . 11 - Sp ea k e r, Pr o fe ssor P . Hobler, S . F . U. on Kwatna 

Nov. 8 - Dr. Ma ry Morehart , U.B.C. Fine Arts, on t he Sutto n lloCl llu1- i.il 

De c. 13 - to b e a n no unced 

Jan . 10 - Dr. Ma lcolm McGr e gor on Gr eece 

Feb . 14 - t.b. a . 

Mar . 14 - Dr . Roy Carlson , S . F . U. on Excavations at Namu 
***** 

Cente nni a l Mus e um 

New ex hibition - Daily Life in the Ancient World - the Mus e um' s own 
co llection of artifacts from the civiliz a tions of the Gre e ks , Homc.1ns c.11HI 
Egyp ti a ns plus others on loan from UBC Dep t. of Cla ssics and Lit<.' Sl.'.tltJt· 
Art Museum . Ope ns October 2 - to run for an ind efi nit e per.io<.J . 

Magic Circles under the Sun - as a previ e w to this ne w planctarjum s ho w 
Mr . David Rodger of the Planetarium staff spoke to our Soci e ty i n 
September giving us a fascinating glimps e into the mysteries of Ll1<.' 
me dicine wheels found on the prairies of Saskatch e wan <.1nd Wyom i rHJ. 
Started Sep t ember 16 . 

Los Maya s - December 16 through January 19 - Maya n art o f M<.' x i co 
sponsored by Rothmans. ***** 

Archa eo logical Institute of Ame rica - Vancouv er Chapter , · 

Oc t. 16 - Theatre , UBC Mus e um of Anthropology - Dr. Tz.-:ivellu 'l' ;, . .1-1·:vi l'r1 , 
U. of Colorado , sp ea king on excavations in bronze age Greece 

Nov. 2 7 - same place - John Olsen, U. Vic to ri a , "Wa t er -li fli nq lkvi<'( 'S 

- De c. 28 to 30 - Hotel Vancouv er . Pr c -r cgistr .i t ion fL ' <' 
53 Park Place, New York , N.Y. 10007 . Rcg istrc..1tion dl 

in Antiquity " 

Annu a l Mee ting 
$10 to A . I . A . , 
ho t e l - $15. 
Prehis toric 
empha sis on 
and Science 

Hosts: U. B .C. and S.F . U. Sp e cial session s inclu<.Jc: 
archaeology of the e astern Mediterranea n with sp eci ill 
the Cyclades; a th ematic session on Erotic l\rt in /\nLiquiL y; 
in Archa e ology. 

*** ** 
Uni versity of B. C. - Centre for C~ntinuing Educ a tion 

Masterpieces of Classic Maya Art and Architecture, SC 1412-47 8 , Dr. 
Ma rvin Cohodas, Dept. of Fine Arts. 6 Wed. Oct. 18-Nov. 22 , 7:30 , 
Rm. 107 Lasserre, $45 . Information 228-2181, local 237 

Stone Tool Making: a laboratory introduction to Li t h ic Tcclrnol oqy , SC 
1410-478 , Dr. R.G . Matso n, Dept. of Anthropolo gy . 4 Tu e s . Nov . 14-0vc. S , 
7 : 30, Arch aeology Lab. Museum of Anthrop. $30. Phone 228-2181, luc,11 2 37 

The Social Environment of the Anci e nt Gre e ks, SC 1404-478, Gwyn L'th t.c·w i!., 
co -ord ina tor, Dept . of ciassics. 9 Thurs. Oct. 5- Nov. 30 , 8 p.m. 
Lecture Hall 5 , Woodward Bldg . $40. Phone 228-2181 , local 237 

..... . conl 'd 
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Te chno lo gy an d Art of Northwest Co as t Indi a n s , SC 1409-478, Iii l.11- y 
St e wart , a rtist, natur a list, author . 4 Tu es . Oct . 17-Nov . 7, 7: lO p.111. , 
UBC Muse um of An th ropology . $21. Phon e 228-2181, lo cal 2 17 

Oct . 17 - Artifa ct s of NW Coast Indi ans 
Oct . 24 - Th e Incredib l e Ce d a r 
Oc t . 31 - Har v est ing the Res ourc es of the Sea 
Nov . 7 - Two-Dim e nsional Art of th e NW Coast 

Over s ea s P ro g r amme s 

Univ e rsity of Cambridg e , Archa e ological fi el d t ec hniqu es , OP l( iU!!-J7 1
) , 

July 1 979. $200 for two we e ks including acco mmodat ion. D.iiJy fi,·hlwork 
and e vening l e ctures. Phone 228-2181, loc a ls 272 , 27 3 

Educational Trav e l 

Classical Greece , ET 3082-279 , May-Jun e 1979. 228-2181 , lo c c1l 2 12 

An Expedit ion to Me x ico City, ET 3068-478, Dec . 15-28, /\lfr c d Si<'Ill.111~; , 
Dept . of Ge ograp hy. $1 ,195. Phone 228-21 81 , l ocals 219 , 25 7 

Th e Moorish .~o rld: An Archaeological Tour of N. /\ f r:ic.:i ,rnd Spc1j 11, 1-:'1' 
3060-279 , May 1979, Dr. Hanna Kassis. Wa it i ng li st only . 22U - 2 1111, 2 1q 

Jo urn ey t o ' Ksa n, SC 1 415-279, Jun e 27-July 1/79. Lec1dcr llind y l{.1l1w r , 
Extensio n Co -ordin ator , Mus e um of Anthropology. 

Adv ance Notic e 

Mesop otamia a nd Az e rbazdzan, four we e ks May 1980. Dr . Kass i s . 

Egypt , two weeks De c. 1981. Dr. Kassis 

Queen Cha rlott e Islands: a field study cruise, 11 days, /\uq. 197 9 . 

For further informat i on phone 228-2181, locals 219, 257. 

Cl as sics Dept. 

Archaeology of South e rn Italy - Ancient Crossro a ds - De c . 5 - F'l'I >. 11. 

******************* 

TIME TO RENEW 

Memberships may be renewed at the Octob er mce tinq 
o r by sen d ing your cheque to th e Tr eas ur e r: 

Single $9.00 

Mrs. Helmi Braches 
1020 Lillooet Roa d 
North Vancouver, B. C. 
V7J 2H8 

Family $12.00 Stud e nts a nd Se nior s $(,. 00 


