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EXCAVATTONS AT LTLLOOET, 1070: PRELIMINARY REPORT

By £.H. Stryd, Denartment of frchaeology, University
of Calgary.

In the summer of 1970 the author directed archaeological
excavations alonz & ten-mile section of the Freser River nesr
Lillooet, B.C. The field work was supvorted by a National
Museum of Man reseesrch contrect. This work reoreseunts the
second stage of 2 continuing nroject designed to investigate
the semi-gsubterranezn vithouse dwelling of the ares.

A crew of six excavated for ten weeks at five sites.
The crew consisted of site assistant Sheila Coulson (Simon
Freser University) and Grent Dickinsoun, Digna French (Simon
Fraser University), Jenna Gaston (Western Washington State
College), Jeff Levitt (University of Toronto) and Charlene
Stryd.

Specialists in various discivlines ere participating in
this proiect. Dr. L.V. Hills of the University of Calgary
1s the consulting geologist while Dr. Tonn Testgate of the
University of Alberta 1s currently analyzing the volcanic
ash seamples. Mr. Robert Drake of Bio-Holocene Research
Services will study 211 shell samples and Dr. L.B. Deavis of
the University of Montana is voresently processing obsidisn
hydration dating specimens. Dr. Devid Huntley of Simon Freser
University Jjoined the field crew for two weeks for s
magnatometer and resistivity survey of several pithouse sites.

Five vithouse sites of both historic 2nd prehistoric
age were investigated. A circuler pithouse devression
(EeRk 1) was tested at Gibbs Creek, revealing a shallow
cultural deposit on top of au uunsteoped living floor. %u
unlined hearth without deflector slab was centrally located
on this Tloor but no post holes or moulds were found.
Eighty-nine artifacts sand 662 vpieces of lithic debitege were
collected but the assemblage lacked diagnostic artifacts.
Retouched and utilized flekes dominate the assemblage;
microblades, formed scrapers end projectile voints (excevt
one) are absent.

The Vitchell Site (FeRl 22), & double pithouse site,
wa2s extensively excaveted. One pithouse contained an
historic component with 55 artifacts of gless, metal snd
besalt. The second vithouse contained an as yet undetermined
number of wnrehistoric comvponents 28 well as one historic
component. Six major liviung floors have been isolated but
the cultural strztigravhy remains comvlex, vartially due to
the continuous aboriginal re-excavetion of the originsl
depression. A layer of white volcanic ash, presumebly
Bridpge River ash dated from 100 to 600 B.C., is present
near the bottom of the cultural deposits., Neerly 900 litnic
2nd bone artifacts were recovered from the second vithouse.
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Projeetile points and formed scravers =2re frequent but micro-
bledes and microblede cores are abgsent, Fstimeted maximum
ege for the site is 1,000 B.C.

The Fountzin Site (FeR1l 12) is 2 multi-componeunt DYe-—
historic villege covering severel acres. Unfortunetely the
surface has been extensively disturbed by cultivation.
Excevations consisted of fecing 2 60-meter long rozd cut
which exposed numerous cache-pits and severel possible pit-
houses. Neerly 2,000 artifscts of 211 tynes were collected,
including over 100 smell triangular side-uotched projectile
voints and 50 bssalt microbledes. FExcellent organic pre-
servetion resulted in the collection of artifects of berk,
wood and vpnltch. A Kemloops Phase component dated £.D. 1250-
1800 2nd =2t lecast one earlier microblade component can be
defined. The latter may heve 2 maximum dete of 2s much 28
3,000 B.C. Two crushed buriels were associszted with the
Keamloonse Phase occunetionm.

The Malm Site (FeRl 26) is 2 single pithouse site of
historic age. Only 45 ertifects were recovered including
square nealls 2nd screns of iron. Cf special note 1is a
vossible headband of woven coonper sitrips.

Like WeR1l 26, the Wilkinson Site (FeRl 27) consists of
2 single circular pithouse of historic age. 4 shallow
cultural deposit conteining 75 ertifacts was exposed on top
of an unstepped living floor. This floor wes covered with
extensive charco2l devosits which ere interpreted es the
remains of the burnt 2nd collepsed pithouse roof.

Considerable informetion wes obtained verteining to the
two me jor resesrch objectives of the project: (1) to
investigate the history of the seml-subkterraneen oilthouse
dwelling with emphasis on structurel data; end (2) to con-
struct 2 regionel sequence of archeeologicel phases which
could be compered to the seaquence defined by Devid Senger for
the nearby Lochnore¢-Neslkev Locality.

All sites but EeRl 19 yielded valusble informetion
about vithouse construction. The horizontal extent of past
living floor 1s en indic2tion of vnrehistoric pithouse size
and, possibly, of the size of the family unit that inhsbited
the structure, Numerous vost moulds, post holes and hearths
were located, giving some insieht into the size 2nd number
of uprights within the pithouse. Stepoed floors 2und stone-
lined walls 28 reported by David Senger a2re a2bsent.

Preliminery en2lysis of the srtifectursl moterizl has now
only started so thet little czn oresently be s2id 2bout the
artifacts and debitepge. 8ix chzrcoal samples have been sub-
mitted for rediocerbon deting. Thesec, along with eleven ex-
pected obsidisn hydretion deates es well es 2 positive
indentificetion of the volcaenic #sh, will be the basis for e
chronology of the excoveted components. Stretigravhy end
artifect tyvolopgy will, of course, =1lso pley = vitel role.

Continucd reseerch into the history of the vpithouse
dweclline 1s plonnecd. Extensive excavestions ere scheduled
for three mithouse sites near Lillooet next summer.



VICTORIA VISIT ----ON...OFF,..CN!

To revlace the voronosed tour of old Victorie
(cencelled for lack of resvonse) the Society is co-
svonsoring 2 dey tripn to the orovinclsl coepniterl with
the Vencouver Museums Associrtion.

The trip will consist of & 7:30 start 2nd return,
a gulded tour of the nrovincial museum, 2nd visits to
the Creigflower Menor and School.

The total cost for the simplified itinerery will be
not mobe then 56.50 per head (not including meels). The
Society hes been =2llocated only 15 sests on the bus for
this project, so it will be strictly on e fTirst come/first
served basis, with bookings 2nd vpayments in a2dvance to:

Nick Russell,

Journalism Deot.,

Vancouver Clty College,

100 Yest 49th Lve.,
Vancouver 15, B.C,

Office vhone: 324.-.5511
Home vhone: (354) 462.-7321

DATE : Saturday November 7
START: T:30C 2.m. oromot, Centennial Museum Parking Lot.

DATEBOCY

Archacologica2l Soclety Tours

Wednesday, October 14, 8:00 p.m.: Arch. Society meeting
feeturing History of the £Llphabet.

Seturdey, October 31, 2:00 p.m,: Tour of Fort Lengley.

Seturday, November 7, 7:30 2.m. from Centcnnisl Museum -
Dey trio to Victoris.

Wednesdey, NVovember 11, 8:00 v.m. Lrch. Society iMeeting.

Sunday, November 29, 1:30 p.m. Visit to Ledner #nd Surrecy
Museuma (see note).



DATEBOOK (cont.)

Some Museums Assn, Movies, in the Museum (8:00 p.m., 50¢)

Fri,/sst,, Oct. 23 & 24: "Archeeolozist & How He Works"
"Porly Stone Tools"
. "Obsidiun Point-moking"
Fri./Sst. Nov. 27 & 28: "Highlernd Indizns of Peru
"The Lztécs"

"Excevation ot Le Ventz, Mexico,
1955"

U.B.C. Fxtension Courses

Sunday, Oct. 4--Dec. 6: "Femous Cities of thes Pest"
¥=ssis/Museum/ §:00 p.m.

Museum
Oct. 25: Oven House

Seot. -Summer '7l: St. Mungo Cznnery dig: materisls on
disnlay.



SPECIAI ISSUR OF "B.C. STUDIES"

The quarterly megazine B.C. Studies this month 1ssues
2 svecial edition to review the state of archeecology in
the orovince.

The volume, e€dited by Roy Csrlson, is substantislly
based on & U.B.C. Extension series last yeer in which
many of the foremost B.C. 2rcheeologists reported on their
speclalties.

Included 2re contributions by Charles Borden, Roy
Cerlson, Jemes Bzker, Gey Celvert, Knut Fledmark end
Philip Hobler.

The book, which will be reviewed 1in this column in
the next edition, is 2 svecicl two-in-one lssue 2nd =2s such
will cost $4.00, cowpered to the reguler a2nnu2l sub-
scriotion of $5.00.

As the Archaeological Soclety werwmly suvvorts the
project, 1t has been agreed thet the book will be esveiloble
for ourchase at the next gener2sl mecting, in October.

It 1s 21lready availeble from Duthie Books, university
bookstores at UBC, UViec end SFU, £delphl Books in Victoria
and the Vencouver Centennizsl Museum bookstore.
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THE BARBED POINT

(A highly 1irregular editorizl column wholly unsuthorized by
mansgement i)

The rivelry of Armchalr Lrchseologlsts versus Dirt
Archzeologists 1is an o0ld one, end not very importent.
There 1s, after all, 2 need for both -- the diggers to
extend our sources of knowledge, 2ud the =2cademics to orovide
an overview.

But the rivelry is currently importent to this Socilety
because 1t reflects the different interests of its meuwbership.

And if this summer's exverience is indicetive, then the
Society hes 2 vreponderance of the Armchalr sitters., For
instance, our dig at Tsawwessen drew, durine s werm #nd
- sunny September, an sverage of two diggers ver dey. Current
membership: 200. There were some blezk occssions when only
the Site Sumervisor showed up 211 day, to dig the six pits
blithely ovened 1in Juune.

30 perhaps this is the point when we should - to mix
metephors - retrench, #nd ask ourselves the Soclety's
purpose end goals,
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For exemvnle, in whet wey do we vary from the Vencouver
chapter of the Archseologicsl Society of Americe, or the
Museum's Associetion or the Historicsl Society? For vary we
do, and #s we grow 1t will become increesingly illogical for
us to compete for the seme svecekers or plen the same tours -
or wrlite the same newsletters.

By its neme, surely, the Archeeological Society of
British Colunmbie swmecialises in the pre-history of this
province, 2 history largely unrecorded end still lergely un-
discovered.

Hence our gosl should be both to incresse our own
knowledge by drawinz on the resources of the nrofessionsls,
end 21so to helo extend thet knowledge in our own humble wey.

Whet cen we do? We cen build 2 team of relleble diggers
stending by with 2 highly mobkile set of eoulpment, ready to
help the professionels at enytime, enywhere, in rescue work
(2s we did in our way 2t the Katz Reserve site this fell.)
Later, we cen help the exverts with weshine, labelling end
identifying their own meterisl. We con 2lso extend our own
knowledge - Armcha2ir 2nd Dirt style - with guecst spcoakers et
meetings eand with more formel evening courses,

Yet the Kotz site and the mlen to run 2 highwey through it
have been known for at least 20 years: Why did we not promote
2ction earlier? £Lnd the recent vendaliswm in Surrey - we should
heve foreseen 2nd prevented it.

So verhzvs, before we leunch into another dig of our own
meking next summer, we should teke stock.

At present we have 2 bundle of loose ends from last year's
dig (DgRsll) which is still lergely incomplete, lacking the
doorbell follow-up, vhotogranhy, identificetion of meteriel,
comparetive e2nelysis, 2nd eny sort of definitive final report.
And now we have this year's dig, which we have just ended
though ludicrously unfinished in the digging itself, let alone
the follow-up.

By your vote, then (by not digging this summer) most
veonle have implied we would indeed do better to emphasise
the theoreticel rather thzn the oprectical. Or was it Just o
communication problem?

Was it because you c¢ould not find the site? Because you
expected to be invited down? Becouse you did not know it had
started? Beczuse you felt ton Inexverienced to go? Because
you did not have 2 slinele Seturdey or Sundey Tree? Because
you felt you éid not need the exercise?

Maybe over coffee after the next meeting you might vess
on to the president your comments, as the executive really
wents to know whet you went -- especielly if you were one of
the 50-0dd souls who actuslly siened the "dig 1list" last
soring, then never turned uv.




8.
CRESCENT MIDDEN SUFFERS LOTTING

It vwas an exciting day for the youngsters of Crescent
Beach . . . but for those interested 1n the history of
British Columbia it was a dav of disaster,

The construction crews installing the huge collector
sewer malilns were working lasst weeck e2long Bevview Street in
Crescent Beach. This ares 1is all part of the Crescent
midden, end the sever trench uncovered the Indian buriesl
ground.

Saturday morning the excsvation trench swerwmed with
youngsters and some adults, doing unauthorized excavation.
The net,result was the looting of what could hzve been éen
importent zrcheologicel site.

Skulls and skeletons crumbled when handled; skeletons
were scrambled; bones, arrowheads, bone swls and other
artifacts were taken from the site by individuals,

Ignored entirely was the Provincilal legislation which
makes it illegal to disturdb such prehistorie sites, or to
take awey the relics without 2 permlt issued by the
Provincial Government,

Surrey Museum and Historical Soclety tried to onrotect
the site from digeging, but without euards with authority to
deal with the situstion, this was not vossible,

Some archeological informatlon was secured by member
Greant Keddy of North Surrey. Mr. Keddy is en archeological
student at Simon Fraser University, and has narticinated in
"digs" at Indien villagze sites.

He sketched the locations where the skulls 2nd skeletons
were found, from information secured at the site. From the
comblete stratification which was visible, Keddy states that
the Indian burials were 2t the five foot level. They were
probably buried tvwo feet below what was then the surface of
the ground.

Some of the Indisns had becen buried in the "flex" or
foetal position, with the knees drawn up.

The archeology student stated that the origin2l beach
level is clearly visible in the stratificstion., He estimated
that the burials would be at least 500 years old, and the
midden itself mey go back 2,000 yeers,

CRESCFNT COLLFCTION

4 Crescent collection - onroverly assembled, documented
eand displayed ~ is sugeested bv Mr. Keddy. Desides these bones
and artifacts there is a considerable amount of materiel
from Crescent Beach 2lrecedy in Surrey Museum, And over the
yesrs 2 lerge number of residents in the azrez heve found
arrowheads and other works of historiec importence,

Parents 2re esked to have their younesters write done,
now while details are fresh, 211 information on any bones or
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crtifsectg thevy meyv hove zeopired lagt weskh-en?,. T"here it
wWae Foung, how 3??1 under *Hf g?oung 1n whzt nosition,
ete.

Those who heve relics which mry novw have lost their
curloeity velue, are essked to donete them to the Surrey
Mpseum - as n2 9+ of whet ¢con beecome tne Crescent
collcection of Indizn historv.

The Surrev Leeder,
Thursdry, Qctober 1, 1270.

ARCHECLOGIZTS TINEARTH AN 'AWSRICLK PCMPZIT'

¥ by Fran'~ Herbkert, P-I Steff
CAPE £1.AV4L, Cle2lli=w County - L&n :“mericsén Pomneil, buried in
e clev slide some Rﬁﬂ to 1,000 vesrs ezo, hes disgorged such
a weelth of unilaue Inﬁi?n ﬂrtif“ te thet the slte et Ceoe
Alava on Weshington's cosst 13 sttrocting nrtionzl stteation.

The zite 1is so rich in relics of Iniircrun 1life 1t ~ston-
ishes investligetore. “'here most srciaeolosicsl esites give un
i

only 2 few ertifeets for several sauere vrrds of excavetion.
£lave mrofuces nundreds ner sausre verd,

Not only hes the site nroduced execiting artifzcts, it
es nroduced menv in dupnlicete,
Ls one 2f tne worters ovut 1t: "we have &% lecst tvo of
many things other ercheolorists heve never seen.”

The fine blue clev, cut ewav kv 2 remerkebly aentle
hvdrzuliec weshing svstem, hrg Aigaoreed sev-rel ceal end
gsalmon elubs, mezny cedar berk hets, numerous c¢2rved =nd in-
l2id boxes, bsslrete, rones, metting, tools, harmnoons,
neddles, bowls, looms, 8noons, towe 2nd £rrows, EVE2YS ....
and countless NTTKs,

Thet stande for "Viee Thinz., Ton't ¥now.'

Tne orisinel vse of gore of the ertifrete
bebind the cultur=1l chesm which vaite civilizeti
throven the Tn?izn wey of life.

“ven more srtifects which ecoul? tuild #2 tridee to thsir
culturezl aeritege for corst Infirns remesin beneeth the glife
end mey ke lost for 211 time becauvse the erehrenlosrists are
ruanninz out of money.

weghinston 3trte University exverts, working under &
70,000 grant from the Bureeu of Inflen &£ffeirs, heve been
eomducting tae dig 2s 2n emergency selvere ooerstion of th
one house whiech wzs uncovered bv storms lest winter.

€

Taev heve eched for e *325,000 Federal srent t0 comvnlete
the oroject over the next toree yesrs, In the present

austerity theiyp honeg evpesr dim end the site nrovebly will
co with the next vinter storms,



The  dleg 1s beldg directe? bv Prof. Richrrd I,
Deu=zherty, chsirmen of "SU's snthrovoloszy depsrime-t, #with
Gereld H, Grnsso a8 project menager., They hrve hes Irom 12
to 18 student, eradueste student snd volunteer workerc wike
them €11 sunmer.,

They begen dizging lzst ‘vril are rre scneduvled %o ston
Sentember 15 unless additionel money ies nrovided.

More than 1,000 ertifecte elreadv heve beesn rensved 2nd
ceztalogued, most of them uniaue for tucir usvelly vnerishsble
n=ture.

The archeologists ere vreserving their finds by sesliap
them in carbowax 2ccordine to 2 vrocess develoned in Iueden

to save the selveged medievel wership Vessa.

Daugherty hones to recover enough of the nouse unow
being exceveted that it cen be rebuilt with its contents 3as
8 museum displey - possibly £t leah Bey, nosgibly in the
Seettle Science Center.

There often 1s somethine emotionally touching in whei
the archeologists recover here ~ 2 levngth of rope wits a
knot 1n it, ceder chios still fresh ond vellow, & seel-o
bowl gtill smelling of sez2l oil.

=
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The eleborete carving and decorstion, soretimes with
sesl-tooth inlzys, demonstrete the high level of culture
atteined by the originel inhebitents. Thie once was
orobably the lercest netive villege 1in whet 1s novw the con-
tinentzl United Stetes,

The 1nhsbitents were sez memmel hunters, mostly after
seel, tut with et leest a 6,000-yvesr tradition of wheling.
In the one house now being exceveted there sre bones frou
8ix sepearate whaleg,

Tribksl sccounts relcted bv the Makans st Veeh Bey
indicete their encestors et the btig village krougnt in
several whale ezch venr, often thrce or four.

The house bring excaveted reveels abtunoant evide
this with ite hsrooong 2nd mussle-ghell points #nd he
lines.

“het malkes ths eite g0 rich ieg the fret thet tae
slife which buried it sesled of ¥ oxvgen #nd thus ~reserv
rope, reed 2nd viood zrtifects which otherwise would
digintegreted,

How 7id the glide occur? The Indien 2ccuwvents or
btrblv vwere not =2z wige scoloricsllv g mvth would male
Taey denvded the hillgide for {irevwood, 2lloving *he ¢
to 1iruifv in winter reins.

This wss one 57 the five original Melkah villames, 2nd
it wes abendoned in the 1920s when the ‘ureazu of Indisn
Lffeirs ordered the inhsabtitents to Prine their children <o
school a2t Neah Bay.
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DUES TIVME? AGAIW

If you hezve not ot round tc ooy this year's
subscription, now due, you might consider sending 1t to

the tressurer, rather then lining uv to pey 2t the next
meeting.

He 1is George Archer of 3152 istor Drive, Burnsby 3.

£nd for the record, other members of the new executive

for the new socliety yeer, Just sterted, are:

President: Bill Lene

Vice President: Sheile Heville
Corresvonding Secretery: ilavis 2e¢lshew
Recording Secretary: Vers Rensom
Prst President: Ron Sutherlend
futlicrtions Chslrmsn: Gledys Groves
Publicity Chelrmen: Hilery Stewert
Proiccts Chelrmzn: Ficlk Russell
Progrzm Chairmen: Merie Duncen
Socisl Cheirmen: (irece Griffiths.
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