












































































































































The book is symptomatic, since it quickly becomes clear that Rosemann’s
strategy is reactive. Reaction to Hegelian temptations at systematicity that
preoccupied much of the neo-scholastic movements. Reaction also to post-
modern dissemination. He offers the medieval attempts at unity as a valid
philosophical program to be reckoned with, while avoiding dissemination and
babelic situations. In this sense, the newly revisited medieval episteme could
answer questions of modernity without resorting to postmodern strategies.

By the end of the book, a question remains: how is this work presenting a
‘new Middle Ages’? Since it concludes with a classical reading of Aquinas, one
can read it as an offer to the ‘historians’ afraid of post-structuralist ap-
proaches. It could also be read as a reintroduction of the metaphysical
element into the postmodern field. Thus this ‘methodological’ text could be
read as an introduction to other texts published by Rosemann, Omne agens
agit sibi simile: A ‘Repetition’ of Scholastic Metaphysics and Omne ens est
aliquid: Introduction a la lecture du ‘systéme’ philosophique de saint Thomas
d’Aquin.

Furthermore, I wish to destabilise elements central to Rosemann’s thesis
in Chapter 4, ‘the Prose of the World'. The presentation of Christian time as
simply linear, in opposition to Greek circularity, needs to be put to question
both historically and conceptually. Oscar Culmann’s 1964 thesis — which
serves as the theoretical foundation of the argument — has since been
challenged: there is cyclicity in the Bible already and in Christian practices.
I also wonder if the elements considered at stake as centres and margins in
the dialectics between Greek sophia and Christian moria are not themselves
elements chosen from a yet uncriticised modern reading of the medieval, heir
to XIXth century reconstructions. What is being repressed in the medieval
texts and paradigms by the dialectic of a reinscription of Greek sophia within
Christian foolishness? What is the hallowed void present in Rosemann’s
presentation of the Medieval ages? The distinction between theology as sacra
doctrina and philosophy? There is no critical appraisal of Foucault’s descrip-
tion of the medieval paradigm in The Order of Things: is it immune to
deconstruction? These questions are invitations to follow up on Rosemann’s
lead and critically use Foucault’s conceptual tools on the complex constella-
tion of medieval texts and practices. These questions also invite renewed
readings of the conditions of production and enuntiative modalities of the
texts from which spring ‘scholastic thought’.

Maxime Allard
Collége Dominicain de philosophie et théologie, Ottawa
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Mark Rowlands

The Body in Mind:

Understanding Cognitive Processes.

New York: Cambridge University Press 1999.
Pp. vii + 270.

US$59.95. 1SBN 0-521-6527-4.

According to Rowlands, a picture of the mind holds us captive, which prevents
us from understanding what minds can do, and how they do what they do.
This picture is Cartesian in that it posits internal structures for cognitive
processes, and neo-Kantian in that it proposes that ‘there are activities of the
mind whose function is to structure the world’ (ix). Rowlands sets himself the
task of unseating this picture and the conception of cognition (perception,
memory, thought and language) thus given to us. He calls his position
‘environmentalism’ and outlines the ramifications of this for the two projects
of ‘psychotectronics’ (i.e., what minds can do) and ‘psychosemantics’ (i.e., how
minds do what they do). The book is divided into two parts, one focused on
each of these two projects.

In Part I, the emphasis is on the action of the organism as a whole (rather
than merely its internal mechanisms), through which it exploits or manipu-
lates the environment. Rowlands captures his anti-Cartesian position in
terms of two claims, viz. ‘The Ontological Claim: Cognitive processes are not
located exclusively inside the skin of cognizing organisms’; and ‘The Episte-
mological Claim: It is not possible to understand the nature of cognitive
processes by focusing exclusively on what is occurring inside the skin of
cognizing organisms’ (22). Further, he distinguishes environmentalism from
positions close to, but still different from it; i.e., philosophical externalism,
behaviourism, and Ruth Milikan’s theory of mind. It is to the latter that
Rowlands feels closest. Yet, he still charges Milikan with adopting an
‘essentially internalist’ and ‘curiously traditional’ view of the mechanisms of
behaviour production (60). In contrast to this, Rowlands states that ‘... the
position to be developed (by him in the book under review) can be stated thus:
cognitive processes are fundamentally hybrid in character, made up of three
distinct types of things. They are partly constituted by certain sorts of
internal process instantiated in the brain, partly by certain forms of behav-
iour, specifically, behaviour that involves manipulating, or exploiting, cer-
tain types of structure in the environment of the cognizer, and partly by these
external structures themselves’ (61). This means, at least, that the cognizer
must have (or have evolved), or will develop in time, the abilities to manipu-
late the environment so as to release or utilize the information carried in it.

Central to his view on psychotectronics is his manipulation thesis or the
idea that avoiding ‘multiplying effort beyond necessity’ is ‘a rough expression
of a fundamental biological truth’ (24). This he, finally, points in the direction
of two principles. Firstly, the barking dog or BD principle, captured by the
saying that ‘if you have a dog, then you do not have to bark yourself (79).
Phrased differently, it is cheaper, evolutionarily speaking or in terms of
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resources (energy), to equip you with dog-barking-manipulating-strategies
— given your specific evolutionary niche in the environment, and barking
dogs in this — than to equip you with the wherewithal to bark yourself. This
is basically an expression of the (environmentalist) ontological claim. He
couples this with another principle, i.e., NOC or ‘the principle of the non-ob-
vious character of evolved internal mechanisms’ (81), which in its turn, is an
expression of the epistemological claim. For the rest of Part I, Rowlands sifts
through contrasting theories on perception, memory, thought and language
‘to show not only that if we had adopted the most efficient evolutionary
strategy towards the accomplishment of cognitive tasks then the ontological
and epistemological claims would be true of our cognitive processes, but also
that the ontological and epistemological claims are, in fact, true of our
cognitive processes’ (101).

In Part II of The Body in Mind, that part devoted to the question about
how minds do what they do, or ‘showing how (intentionality) can arise out of
non-intentional, or non-semantic, properties and relations’ (205), Rowlands
considers Informational theories of representation and The teleological theory
of representation, each with its problems (e.g., of intentionality, misrepresen-
tation, indeterminacy, and transparency). He does so because, as he argues,
environmentalism requires an account of mental representation. He opts for
a teleological theory, suitably enhanced through distinguishing between
organismic and algorithmic proper functions. He clarifies these as follows:
‘The organismic proper function underwrites attributions of content to an
organism, whereas the algorithmic proper function underwrites attributions
of content to a mechanism possessed by the organism’ (241). The former is to
detect, for example, ‘eatability’ (involving nutrition and nourishment for the
organism + edibility), while the latter detects presence of ‘edibility’ (i.e. the
mechanism involved detects, say, ‘movement’). As Rowlands says, many
things are edible but not all eatable and, yet, together these are needed for
survival (and to solve some of the problems encountered by a teleological
theory of representation). Central to this distinction is Gibson’s concept of
‘affordance’, i.e., what the environment offers a given creature, ‘what it
furnishes or provides, whether this benefits or harms the creature’ (237).

The Body in Mind offers many interesting insights and represents a fine
use of established empirical work on cognition. It is well worth reading.
Moreover, Rowlands certainly succeeds in showing ‘how the contents of mind
are, in some sense at last, worldly: they are environmentally constituted’ (ix),
but he wants more than strong externalism.

For his environmentalism to be convincing, however, he has to do better
than the arguments he gives for the manipulation thesis, and he has to do
better than propose ‘action’ as the central, whole organism, device with which
to tap into that which the environment has to offer or can furnish (e.g., the
optic array). Phrased differently, even Jean Piaget’s model of cognition
(Cartesian and also neo-Kantian, in Rowlands’ terms), places an active
organism inside information-bearing, environmental structures, without
wanting to locate cognition — or important parts of it — in the environment.
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My point is that one needs more argument and better empirical evidence,
than Rowlands provides, for how, if at all, an organism develops its ‘abilities’
to ‘manipulate’ the ‘environment’ in ‘appropriate’ ‘ways’ from birth to death
— all the scare quotes indicating what still remain ‘names for problems’ as
far as environmentalism is concerned.

Lastly, why title the work, The Body in Mind (apart from wanting to
reverse Descartes’ internalism), and not Minding in the World? The latter
would better capture Rowlands’ environmentalism.

Anita Craig
(Centre for Interdisciplinary Studies)
University of Stellenbosch

Charles E. Scott and John Sallis, eds.
Interrogating the Tradition:

Hermeneutics and the History of Philosophy.
Albany: State University of New York Press
2000. Pp. vii + 303.

US$65.50 (cloth: 1SBN 0-7914-4401-5);
US$21.95 (paper: ISBN 0-7914-4402-3).

This volume, a commemoration of the twentieth anniversary of the Collegium
Phaenomenologicum, contains sixteen papers from presentations and con-
versations at the 1995 meeting. The editors maintain that these papers
‘renew our engagement with traditional thought in such a manner as to dispel
its aura of stability and self-evidentness and thus to reawaken the wonder
and the questioning that animate that thought’ (1). The papers, quite diverse
for a single volume, are divided into three distinct parts. The range of the
essays provides any reader with possibilities for raising important questions.

Part One, ‘On Hermeneutical Thought’, contains five essays that could be
more carefully ordered. Jean Grodin’s ‘Continental or Hermeneutical Phi-
losophy: The Tragedies of Understanding in the Analytic and Continental
Perspectives’, is placed fifth, but would have made an excellent lead article.
Grodin examines the analytic/continental division in American philosophy
and argues that the task of what is called continental philosophy is really
best understood as hermeneutics because hermeneutics looks at human
beings as questions posed to themselves and addresses the need to bestow
‘some measure of meaning on our temporal existence’ (81). Moreover, herme-
neutics recognizes the importance of historical background for concept for-
mation. Charles E. Scott’s ‘On Thinking’, the third chapter, can be read as
building on Grodin’s claims. Scott asks what philosophers do when they
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think. He outlines two strategies for thinking to avoid treating thought as ‘a
kind of transcendent reality that gives universality and necessity to contin-
gent influence’ (42-3). These strategies are genealogy and reading. Using
these strategies can help philosophers recognize that thinking is really a
‘living activity’ (56). James Risser’s ‘Philosophical Hermeneutics and the
Question of Community’ exemplifies living thinking. Risser is concerned with
the question of community as it arises in Gadamer’s philosophical hermeneu-
tics. He argues that friendship is the condition of the possibility of community
and that friendship involves sacrifice. ‘For philosophical hermeneutics, the
sacrifice in the community of friendship is simply the granting of the word,
that is, a granting of the voice of the other who speaks’ (32). Two essays
complete this section. Ben Vedder examines the work of Dilthey and the
tension between metaphysics and hermeneutics in ‘The Metaphysical Back-
ground of Hermeneutics in Dilthey’. Michael Nass, in ‘Receiving the Tradi-
tion’, makes use of Derrida’s ‘Plato’s Pharmacy’ to explore how the tradition
both furnishes us with concepts and themes and also gives us the means by
which to receive these concepts and themes. The editors use this essay as the
lead essay because it stresses the importance of receiving the tradition as a
process of questioning. If read as the last of the first group of essays, it
provides a helpful bridge into the rest of the book.

Part Two, ‘Heidegger and the Greeks’, includes seven essays. John Sallis’
‘Reception’ is an analysis of reception that uses Heidegger and Plato’s
Timaeus in order to restore wonder to the task of philosophy. Giinter Figal’s
essay, ‘Refraining from Dialectic’, examines Heidegger’s reading of the Soph-
ist arguing that Heidegger actually philosophized ‘in close vicinity to Plato’
(96) and is best understood as remaining closer to Plato than Heidegger
himself thought. Three essays focus on Heidegger’s interpretation of Aris-
totle. In ‘Heidegger’s Interpretation of Aristotle on the Privative Character
of Force and the Twofoldness of Being’, Walter Brogan argues that Heidegger
confronts Aristotle in order to show how traditional readings of Aristotle have
misunderstood the concept of force and ‘presupposed an unclarified under-
standing of being as presence’ (128). Tina Chanter’s essay, ‘Heidegger’s
Understanding of the Aristotelian Concept of Time’, explains the three
features found in Aristotle’s concept of time: the priority of the future, the
irreversibility of time, and time’s infinity. She argues that Heidegger dis-
putes the third feature. His task is to ‘provide access to a more original
understanding of temporality’ (148). John Ellis’s contribution, ‘Heidegger,
Aristotle, and Time in Basic Problems § 19’ also looks at how Heidegger’s
examination of Aristotle on time points toward a notion of original temporal-
ity from which to understand the common everyday conception of time.
Frangoise Dastur writes on ‘Heidegger and Anaximander’. She argues for the
importance of an ontology of Dasein for any consideration of ethics. Freedom
enables people to affirm or disaffirm being and human finitude. ‘Krimskrams’
by Robert Bernasconi concludes the second part. He proposes that beginning
philosophy with Plato developed in the past two hundred years. At the end
of the eighteenth century ‘the history of philosophy was reduced to a single

437



narrative’ (193). This narrative excluded mythic and religious expressions of
meaning. He believes that understanding this reading of the history of
philosophy will better enable us to decide how we are to hand over the
tradition of philosophical thought.

Part Three, ‘The Question of Nature and German Idealism’, contains four
essays. The first two essays approach the theme of nature indirectly. Rodol-
phe Gassché’s ‘Of Mere Form’ argues that Kant’s work on art and form are
still important. Art can be understood as ‘reflections on the necessary
requisites for becoming an object’ (230). In the process of this analysis he
examines the movement from aesthetic judgment to determining judgment.
John Russon reads Hegel’s dialectic of the Master and Slave in ‘Hermeneu-
tical Pressure and the Space of Dialectic’ and argues that ‘spirit is herme-
neutics as this intersubjective interrogation of the tradition by itself (249).
His reading is complicated by his use of the feminine pronoun in ways that
are not true to Hegel, and he makes suggestions about women’s identity that
need further support. The final two essays clearly address the theme of
nature. Jason M. Wirth writes on ‘Schelling and the Force of Nature’. He
contends that the force of nature presents Schelling with a question ‘whose
final answer does not culminate a line of questioning but which loses itself
in the magic circle of thinking’ (271). David Farrell Krell’s article, ‘Con-
tagium’, concludes the anthology. He suggests that nature is dire, bringing
both beneficence and bane. He argues that contemporary science has lost a
reverence for these two sides of nature and so lacks the full possibilities of
scientific imagination. This essay again raises the important question that
Grodin asks. How is it that philosophy can aid us in bestowing meaning on
temporal existence?

Patricia Altenbernd Johnson
University of Dayton
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Ian Shapiro and

Casiano Hacker-Cordon, eds.
Democracy’s Edges.

New York: Cambridge University Press 1999.
Pp. xiii + 297.

US$54.95 (cloth: ISBN 0-521-64356-2);
US$19.95 (paper: ISBN 0-521-64389-9).

Ian Shapiro and

Casiano Hacker-Cordon, eds.
Democracy’s Value.

New York: Cambridge University Press 1999.
Pp. xiii + 201.

US$49.95 (cloth: 1SBN 0-521-64357-0);
US$18.95 (paper: I1SBN 0-521-64388-0).

The papers collected in these volumes were originally presented at a confer-
ence held at Yale in 1997 and they include contributions from an impressive
line-up of philosophers and political scientists. The first of these volumes,
Democracy’s Edges, concentrates for the most part on the boundary problems
posed by globalisation, while the second, Democracy’s Value, contains discus-
sions of the normative basis of democracy and of the relationship between
democracy and development. This latter volume opens with a provocative
piece from Adam Przeworski which, contrary to recent trends in democratic
theory, argues for a ‘minimalist’ conception of democracy. ‘Minimalism’ is the
Schumpeterian notion of democracy as a process of interest-group competi-
tion regulated by the majority rule. On this view the virtue of democratic
government is that it ensures the peaceful removal of existing governments.
Przeworski challenges those with more elaborate conceptions of democracy
to address the fact that democratic regimes are simply not very good at
delivering the things which democrats typically want from them, namely,
rational decisions, representative governments and/or redistributive poli-
cies. Przeworski’s scepticism may be salutary, but the point of adopting this
‘minimalism’ is obscure: the peaceful removal of governments is a good thing
but hardly enough to satisfy not only theorists but ordinary citizens, who are
not obviously conceptually mistaken in identifying democratic government
with values like freedom and equality, however often they are likely to be
disappointed in practice. John Roemer continues this deflationary theme,
arguing that we should not follow the trend of political liberals and delibera-
tive democrats in regarding democratic institutions as embodying the values
of both freedom and justice. The Scanlonian arguments of theorists like
Joshua Cohen and Brian Barry are insufficient to establish the sort of
equality of condition which these same theorists espouse. Roemer argues that
this is because politicians habitually present their programmes in universal-
istic terms and because the economic information which would enable voters
to determine which policy is most likely to have redistributive effects is
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difficult to weigh and open to reasonable disagreement. This is certainly
plausible, but it is no more than someone like Brian Barry himself acknow-
ledges, i.e., that further argument is required to get from impartiality to
redistribution.

Chief among those contributors who are concerned to advance a more
substantive conception of democracy is Philip Pettit who sets out a case for
‘contestatory’ democracy based upon his ‘republican’ theory of freedom. This
account of freedom is supposed to overcome the contrast drawn by Berlin
between negative and positive freedoms insofar as republican freedom is not
simply freedom from interference, but freedom from the possibility of arbi-
trary interference. The significance of this is that it circumvents the apparent
conflict between liberty and democracy which follows from a purely negative
view of freedom. Pettit argues that, while on the negative view more govern-
ment must mean less liberty, for a republican more government can help to
secure the conditions of individual freedom. Unlike Przeworski, Pettit fo-
cuses on the problem of the tyranny of majorities and argues that a theory
of democracy must not rely upon the fiction of rule by ‘the people’ conceived
as a homogenous unit, but rather must address the problem of the govern-
ment of ‘the people’ considered ‘severally’, i.e., as made up of distinct groups.
He calls for the institution of ‘contestatory’ institutions through which
minorities may subject policies to review, although not to a veto. This is not
especially revolutionary but it has the virtue of overcoming the traditional
opposition between (majoritarian) democracy and individual liberty, as well
as putting some flesh on the fashionable rhetoric of ‘contestation’.

This is more than can be said for the contribution of Jeremy Isaac, et al.,
which is, oddly, located in the other volume, Democracy’s Edges. Isaac and
his colleagues criticise political liberals for an ‘apolitical’ stance with respect
to the claims of non-liberals such as the Christian right. Liberalism should
be more ‘democratic’ and open to ‘contestation’ they claim, as the versions of
public justification advanced by political liberals simply serve to remove
illiberal claims from the political agenda. As Courtney Young points out in
her comment, however, Isaac et al. simply identify democracy with majority
rule and empty it of any normative content.

Iris Young, like Pettit, aims to revisit old arguments about democracy and
liberty, in this case addressing herself to the anti-statism of the left. It is not
enough to trumpet the virtues of ‘civil society’ and to neglect the state: we
should regard these as complimentary institutions. A just society must
ensure that its citizens suffer neither domination nor oppression. The former
affects persons’ capacities for self-determination, preventing them from
participating in decision-making processes which affect their lives, while the
latter affects persons’ capacities for ‘self-development’, by restricting oppor-
tunities to communicate with others, or to develop skills for self-expression.
Young argues that while civil society (which she divides into private, civic,
and political aspects) affords people opportunities for self-determination, the
redistributive power of the state is still necessary to create the conditions
which will enhance citizens’ capacities for self-development.

440



The second volume, Democracy’s Edges, is, perhaps, of less interest to
political theorists. The introduction promises a consideration of the boundary
problem that affects democracy, namely the difficulty of providing a demo-
cratic justification for the boundaries of a given state, when such a justifica-
tion would presuppose those very boundaries. However, only Susan Hurley
comes close to addressing this question in a speculative piece comparing ways
of thinking about democracy to ways of conceiving the operation of neural
processes. This tells us a little about the brain, but not much about politics.
The bulk of the volume is devoted to arguments about the implications of
globalisation, with Dahl adopting a sceptical position, on the grounds that if
nation-states are run by elites at present, then international organisations
represent an intensification of this tendency. David Held argues for a cosmo-
politan international order, while Kymlicka, in a short comment, is more
cautious, taking the view that existing states are more likely to be responsive
to the wishes of individuals than any international government. The second
part, on the ‘inner edges’ of democracy, contains papers which are not
obviously thematically linked at all. Which is not to say that they are
uninteresting: Elizabeth Kiss provides a very useful discussion of the politics
of recognition which contrasts the Kymlicka/Taylor tendency to regard cul-
tures as valuable in themselves, with what, she argues, is the more individu-
alist tendency of thinkers like Iris Young, to regard them as instrumental to
the self-respect of individuals.

Ultimately, while there is much of interest here, one cannot help but
wonder if the editors were right to compile two volumes from these proceed-
ings. A number of the prominent contributors provide no more than brief
comments on other papers (See Kymlicka, Dunn and Van Parijs) and the mix
of normative and empirical pieces is not entirely successful. Interdisciplinar-
ity is a worthy goal, but to be fruitful it must be well focused.

Cillian McBride

(Department of Government)
London School of Economics
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The Nature of Meaningfulness.

Lanham, MD: Rowman & Littlefield 1999.
Pp. xii + 327.

US$65.00 (cloth: 1SBN 0-8476-9286-8);
US$22.95 (paper: 1SBN 0-8476-9287-6).

In ordinary parlance, we ascribe meanings to, or question the meaning of,
many different kinds of things, including natural phenomena such as tree
rings, the utterances of speakers of a natural language, a person’s dreams or
slips of the tongue, artworks, and even life itself. Philosophers have generally
assumed that there is a measure of equivocation in such talk. In this book,
however, Robert Shope defends a unified account of meaningfulness which
encompasses all of the preceding examples. He maintains that we should
regard meaningfulness as a genus, determine in what it consists, and treat
philosophical accounts of meaning in different domains as offering sufficient
conditions for the presence of particular species of this genus. His analysis
of meaningfulness draws upon an analysis of representing which is equally
inclusive of apparently diverse phenomena. He further argues that his
proposed analyses capture what is constitutive of their analysanda.

The book is divided into three sections, with four Appendices which take
up nearly one third of the volume. In Section One, Shope outlines and defends
a non-naturalistic analysis of what is involved in x’s representing y. In a
lengthy appendix, he sets out perceived limitations of some influential
naturalistic analyses of representing and of meaning. Shope’s analysis of
representing includes both causal and epistemic elements, and is contrasted
with alternative analyses that rely exclusively on one of these components.
The underlying intuition, developed in more technical form in Shope’s dis-
cussion, is that x’s representing y is always relative to a range of questions
about y that are salient in a context of inquiry: roughly, x represents y just
in case ‘an answer to a certain question about y is rendered justified by the
way that y is involved in the causation of a condition of x’ (7). Representing
so construed is not mind-dependent, but it is mind-related, in that it makes
reference to contexts of inquiry in which certain claims are justified, and in
which certain factors, selected as ‘the cause’ of a condition of x, are salient,
for inquirers.

In Section Two, Shope examines the notions of ‘causal powers’ and of
‘non-deviant causal chains’ that enter into the more developed versions of his
analysis of representing. The discussion in this section is of independent
interest. He argues against attempts to analyse ascriptions of causal powers
in terms of conditionals, offers an account of ‘causal selection’, and develops
a truth-conditional analysis of conditional statements that appeals to the
exercise of causal powers.

In Section Three, Shope uses his analysis of representing to develop an
analysis of what it is for something to have a meaning, or to enter into the
determination of something’s meaning. Where x represents y, we may label
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the answer to the relevant questions about y that is justified on the basis of
a given condition of x the ‘answer-content’ of x in that condition. Then,
relative to a context of inquiry, the meaning of a given natural phenomenon
x is that A just in case ‘that &’ is the answer-content of x, and it is indeed true
that k. This analysis extends to conventional linguistic meaning if we focus
upon the answer-content of the use of a given sentence — that the speaker
was expressing a particular propositional attitude — or the contribution that
a word makes to the answer-content of the uses of sentences in which it
occurs. Conventional meaning, however, does not require that the answer-
content of the use of a sentence be true. Shope offers two reasons in support
of his claim that this analysis captures what is constitutive of meaningful-
ness. First, so taking it explains many important facts about meaning,
including the possibility of misrepresenting, and, second, it solves a number
of ‘puzzles’ that arise concerning meaning in different domains — for exam-
ple, how Putnamian stereotypes, or the reference of an expression, can be
aspects of linguistic meaning. Shope also applies his analysis of conventional
meaning to the notion of ‘meaning’ itself, offering an account of the answer-
content of sentences that ascribe meaning to some phenomenon.

This book will certainly be of interest to anyone who is suspicious of
attempts to naturalise such notions as representing, meaning, and cause. In
this respect, it is a welcome attempt to spell out in some detail a non-natu-
ralistic account that sees these notions as irreducibly embedded in our
interest-driven inquiry practices. There is also considerable critical discus-
sion of the naturalistic views of writers such as Stampe, Cummins, Dretske,
and Fodor, although the discussion of the latter three in the Appendix may
prove elusive for anyone not already familiar with their views. Some of the
material in Section Three also requires very careful reading, in part because
the reader must come to terms with the occasionally unwieldy applications
of the general schematic analysis of meaningfulness to particular cases.

Shope’s general methodological strategy — in itself highly praiseworthy
— of measuring the constitutivity of his analyses by their capacity to resolve
outstanding puzzles in different areas of philosophy, is not completely con-
vincing, because the ‘puzzling’ status of these problems is not always obvious.
This applies particularly to the proposed resolution of exegetical problems in
Freud’s work, and of issues concerning the possibility of life’s having a
meaning in the absence of a deity. One problem in evaluating what Shope
has achieved in these domains lies, again, in the difficulty of recognising
issues of independent interest when translated into the framework of the
author’s analysis — a necessary evil, perhaps, but one that can prove
frustrating.

A final concern, which Shope acknowledges but sets aside, is that his
analysis of the meaningfulness of utterances is not intended to apply to the
contentfulness of mental states, nor, indeed, to intentionality in general —
to ‘aboutness’. Indeed, it cannot so apply if the proposed analyses are not to
appear circular, since Shope’s analysis of representing appeals to an unana-
lysed notion of the contentful intentional states of inquirers, and his analysis
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of conventional meaning to the expression of particular propositional atti-
tudes in the use of language. Those who seek a unified account of linguistic
and mental content may be unwilling to trade the anticipated benefits of such
an account for a conception of meaningfulness that excludes intentionality
but incorporates the disparate phenomena cited in the first sentences of this
review.

David Davies
McGill University

Paul Vincent Spade, ed.

The Cambridge Companion to Ockham.

New York: Cambridge University Press 1999.
Pp. xvii + 420.

US$54.95 (cloth: 1SBN 0-521-58244-X):;
US$19.95 (paper: ISBN 0-521-58790-5).

This recent addition to Cambridge’s series of ‘Companions to Philosophy’
Jjoins one on Aquinas as the second to cover a medieval philosopher, and will
be followed soon by one on Duns Scotus. It consists of fifteen short articles
by some of the best known contemporary scholars of late medieval philosophy
plus a useful bio-bibliographical introduction by Spade. The first essay, by
the eminent historian William Courtney, summarizes what we know of
Ockham’s career and his reputation among later generations. There is also
a selective but nevertheless very substantial bibliography, a list of citations
from Ockham’s works, and an index.

Ockham’s philosophical and theological works cover a very wide range of
those areas in which late medieval scholars operated, and when we add to
these the political writings he produced in the last twenty years of his life we
are confronted with a very daunting corpus indeed. Virtually all of Ockham’s
works are now available in recent critical editions, and Marilyn Adams
published in 1987 a comprehensive study of Ockham’s non-political thought.
As this ‘Companion’ shows, there is much in this body of work that will keep
scholars busy for years, and, more importantly, there is much which is
philosophically interesting and suggestive for our own times.

Modern philosophers know Ockham best for his work in logic, semantics
and ontology, and five of the essays in this volume explain various aspects of
his thought in this area. The essays here are, in order of appearance, by
Calvin Normore, Claude Panaccio, David Chalmers, Paul Spade and Gyula
Klima. Normore in explaining Ockham’s supposition theory and modal logic
lets us see some of the difficulties that attend Ockham’s ideas in both these
areas. Panaccio elucidates Ockham’s theory of a mental language and Chal-
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mers takes up the question of synonymy in that language. Spade and Klima
concentrate on Ockham’s nominalist reductions of the kinds of entities that
are justifiably posited. This section is certainly useful, but it suffers from the
absence of any discussion of Ockham’s very elaborate reasons for rejecting
realist theories of universals and of his own positive views on universals.
Since several of the authors remark that this is fundamental to Ockham’s
philosophical program, the omission is both puzzling and damaging. Also
omitted is any treatment of Ockham’s very significant views on identity and
distinction, another major topic in his day and one that is of increasing
importance in our own time among professional philosophers.

The next three articles by Andre Goddu, Eleonore Stump and Elizabeth
Karger treat Ockham’s philosophy of nature and epistemology. Goddu’s
interesting piece on Ockham’s contributions to Aristotelian physics is a bit
marred by his believing that Aristotle, in contrast to Ockham, did not believe
in the reality of form and matter. Stump takes up Ockham’s rejection of both
sensible and intelligible ‘species’ and gives the reader a very useful compari-
son of Ockham’s views to those of Aquinas on this topic. Karger in treating
the doctrine of intuitive cognition corrects recent scholars’ belief that for
Ockham intuitive cognition, in contrast to abstractive, is infallible. What she
fails to address, though, is the utterly bizarre character of Ockham’s view on
the intuitive cognition of non-existents, where the cognition by itself tends
to produce a judgment of non-existence but when accompanied by the object
it tends to produce a judgment of existence!

In the area of ethics there are essays by Peter King, Marilyn Adams and
A.S. McGrade. The importance of Ockham’s emphasis on the will and its
freedom comes out clearly here. Adams does a particularly good job of placing
Ockham’s thought on morality in relation to the approaches of Anselm and
Duns Scotus. These articles are followed by an essay by John Kilcullen on
Ockham’s political writings, which usefully summarizes the dispute over
Franciscan poverty that led Ockham to defy the pope and spend the rest of
his life arguing against papal pretensions to absolute power.

The final two essays by Alfred Freddoso and Rega Wood deal with
Ockham’s theology. Wood convincingly argues that Ockham was in no sense
a Pelagian, while Freddoso accurately, in my opinion, characterizes what
distinguishes Ockham from his scholastic predecessors on the question of
how theology relates to philosophy: Ockham essentially gives up on the effort
to reconcile the two. An unfortunate omission from this section is any
discussion of Ockham’s highly original and still influential views on divine
foreknowledge and future contingents.

Although this ‘Companion’ ignores some topics it should have addressed,
those of us who read the ‘Venerable Inceptor’ will certainly profit from having
it at our sides to lead us into some of the issues that currently concern our
fellow scholars.

Martin Tweedale
University of Alberta
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Nigel Warburton

Philosophy: Basic Readings. Third Edition.
New York: Routledge 1999.

Cdn$98.00: US$60.00

(cloth: 1SBN 0-415-14693-3);

Cdn$29.99: US$14.99

(paper: ISBN 0-415-14694-1).

Philosophy: Basic Readings is a collection of essays and selections from larger
works that cover a wide range of contemporary philosophical issues. As may
be expected, most readers who have studied philosophy would have already
been exposed to most of the writings that are included. The audience,
however, is the students who are taking an introductory course in philosophy.
More accurately, the immediate audience is the teachers who are searching
for an edited work to include in such a course.

And so the reviewer ought to be primarily concerned with the question: Is
this a good book for introducing students to philosophy? The book begins well,
with a series of contemporary answers to the basic question: what is philoso-
phy? Warburton includes answers given by Bertrand Russell, A.J. Ayer,
Mary Warnock and D.H. Mellor. While these responses would engage with
the question and encourage discussion, there are many other important and
varied responses to this question that could have made this section of the
book more interesting, beginning with the Socratic dialogues and including
some of the better-known passages from Wittgenstein’s notebooks.

The remaining selections in the book focus on some of the core problems
of contemporary philosophy. These problems are organized into general
sections: god, politics, mind, art, and so on. As with the first section, these
selections could encourage significant engagements with some of the key
contemporary debates but could also have been more varied.

There are very few pre-twentieth-century selections, except short selec-
tions from earlier philosophers who happen to fit into contemporary debates.
Thus Berlin’s ‘Two Concepts of Liberty’ is included, while a selection from
Hobbes’s Leviathan is the only selection in the ‘Politics’ section from before
the twentieth century. In Warburton’s defense, even if he did not include
extensive selections from pre-twentieth-century philosophers, many of the
people that he did include discuss many earlier thinkers. Berlin, for instance,
discusses Locke and Rousseau, and could be used to point students in these
directions.

The general character of the selections is clearly in favor of analytical
philosophy (from Hume to Russell). Beyond short selections from Descartes,
Kant, and Pascal, the writings are almost completely Anglo-American. In
part, the character of the selections arises from the obvious decision to
organize these selections without a concern for the history of philosophy. But
another result of these selections is that a wide variety of issues and thinkers
are not given a place in the ‘basic readings’. Where, for instance, is Nietzsche?
or the Existentialists? or the Marxists?
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From another direction, however, a concern for the organization of the
selections raises important questions concerning how ‘the problems of phi-
losophy’ ought to be classified. Itis interesting to note, for instance, that while
Warburton includes a section on ‘politics,’ he has not included a section on
‘ethics’. There is a section labelled ‘right and wrong’, which contains many of
the selections that people would expect to find in the section dealing with
‘ethics’. But there is a key philosophical debate that is being obscured here.
Warburton assumes that philosophical ethics is primarily about right and
wrong, which means that the so-called ‘virtue-ethics’ of writers such as
Aristotle simply do not fit. The section begins, quite expectedly, with Kant’s
‘Categorical Imperative’.

Another series of issues that the organization of the selections raises is
how the different classes of problems can be related. How, for instance, do
the selections in ‘Politics’ relate to those in ‘Right and Wrong’? Or those in
‘Science’ relate to those in ‘Art’”? These are not obvious issues in the book.
Rather, students are encouraged to pass from one set of issues to another, as
if from one study component to the next.

But do these criticisms mean that the book is not a good book for an
introductory course in philosophy? As with most teachers who decide which
books to use as textbooks, there are some selections that I would not use,
others that I would have included, and complaints that I would raise in class.
I would encourage students to worry about the way that the book classifies
problems and the way that various important people and issues are absent
or marginal. But I would do that with any introductory text book; in part
because these concerns are also an important aspect of philosophy.

Brian Richardson
University of Hawaii

Fred Wilson

The Logic And Methodology of

Science in Early Modern Thought.
Toronto: University of Toronto Press 1999.
Pp. xxiv + 608.

$95.00. 1SBN 0-8020-4356-9.

There has been a growing tendency among historians of science to adopt a
continuity thesis between Aristotelian and medieval science on the one hand
and modern (post-Galilean) science on the other. Wilson’s impressive book is
a systematic attempt to reverse this tide by showing that there was a real
break between the two in the characterisation of both the cognitive end which
science aims to achieve and the method by which it is best achievable. Put
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in a tiny nutshell, Wilson claims that the cognitive goal of the new science is
knowledge of general and exceptionless matter-of-fact regularities and the
new method by which this goal is best achieved is eliminative induction.
Contrast to these the aim and method of Aristotelianism: to achieve rational
insight into the metaphysical natures or essences of things by the method of
abstraction from particulars. The break was so deep, according to Wilson,
that the philosophy of science itself had to be revolutionised in order to make
space for the new science. Humean empiricism, we are told, is the product of
this revolution and — at the same time — the philosophical foundation of the
new science.

All this sounds basically right to me, and Wilson argues thoroughly for it
and documents it masterfully, citing and analysing the views of both the
defenders of the new science and its detractors. However, there is a residual
worry that his argument is set up in a way that renders Carnap’s and
Hempel’s view of science the, almost inevitably, correct philosophical com-
panion of modern science. Even the infamous Hempelian symmetry between
explanation and prediction is given a constitutive place in the post-Aristote-
lian science (64). The book consists of seven interconnected studies. It is
somewhat wordy and with quite a number of almost verbatim repetitions of
the same material. It would have certainly benefited from a better editing.
But the studies can be read — and used in courses — independently of each
other. One of them, study 5 — “Rules by Which to Judge of Causes” before
Hume’' — offers a rather nice summary of the basic argument of the entire
book. It also makes a very strong case for the thesis that, despite the fact that
some versions of the famous principles of agreement and difference for
finding causes had been around before Hume, it was Hume who first articu-
lated them properly and connected them with the method of elimination as
well as with the cognitive aim of the new science. There is also a neat
discussion of Hume’s account of causation in study 4. Wilson distances
himself from the naive regularity-theory interpretation of Hume (308), but
also points out that, unlike both the Aristotelians and the Cartesians, all
necessity that Hume finds in causation is purely psychological: a matter of
having a ‘law-asserting attitude’ (321) towards some regularities but not
others. But the central study of the book is the first. There Wilson presents
the Aristotelian view of science and knowledge in some detail and outlines
the empiricist and rationalist reactions to it. His main point is that both
rationalists and empiricists defended the new aim and the new method of
the post-Galilean science, but it was the empiricists who really broke with
the Aristotelian philosophical framework of substances, natures, essences
and necessary connections. And they, Locke and Hume in particular, did this
by repudiating the metaphysics of essences and the epistemology of rational
intuition, innate ideas and infallible knowledge. Here, however, Wilson
should have been clearer in his argument. For if we take the cognitive aim
of science to be the discovery of matter-of-fact regularities, the Cartesians
did break with the Aristotelians. But if we take the cognitive aim to be the
establishment of infallible knowledge, then there is no such break. Which of
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the two aims should we prioritise in our analysis of the new science? It seems
that Wilson wavers. He does want to put Descartes and the like on the side
of the new science, but he also wants to stress that they didn’t break with the
basic Aristotelian framework (cf. 86 and 111). Another problem might be his
interpretation of Locke. He tends to present Locke more as an eliminativist
about real essences (108) than as a sceptic about them. He attributes to Locke
an ontological version of the basic empiricist ‘Principle of Acquaintance’ (249
and 335), whereas it seems that he was more after an epistemic version of
this principle. However, later on (336), Wilson pictures Locke as an agnostic
by noting his argument that we can, after all, form the abstract idea of real
essences based on the immediate comprehension of the power of the will to
bring about actions. Study 3, on logic, is very impressive. Wilson shows how
both the rationalists and the empiricists distinguished the logic of consis-
tency from the logic of truth — the two having been brought together by
Aristotle. Here again, however, he seems to waver. For he says that for
empiricists logic was simply the logic of consistency (214), but he then goes
on to show how they after all tried to articulate a logic of truth — eliminative
induction (cf. 255-61 and 340). To his credit, Wilson makes abundantly clear
that any account of the new scientific method — eliminative induction —
should rest on some substantive assumptions about the world: that there are
causes to be found and that there is a limited variety of these causes.
Rationalists and empiricists differ in the justification they offer for these
assumptions. The former make them a priori true, whereas the latter treat
them as empirical hypotheses — to be justified only a posteriori.

The Logic and Methodology of Science in Early Modern Thought is an
impressive book that casts new light on many issues in the history of modern
philosophy. It is full of rigorous scholarship and detailed examination of both
more and less well-known works by many modern thinkers. But it also makes
a couple of insightful contributions to still outstanding problems in the
philosophy of science, e.g., the nature of laws of nature (231-53).

Stathis Psillos
(Department of Philosophy and History of Science)
University of Athens
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