


















































































































































discussion of Basic Laws of Arithmetic. This is the second longest and in some
ways most substantial chapter in the book, and makes an excellent compan-
ion to FA.

Chapter 4. Philosophical Logic First reviews the foundational ideas in
Frege’s important but somewhat neglected paper ‘Function and Concept’
(1891), concentrating on Frege’s functional theory of predication: predicates
(‘concept words’) refer to concepts which are functions from objects to truth
values, and how Frege got there by extending the mathematical notion in its
domain, range, and field of operations. The standard apparatus of logic can
then be stated uniformly in terms of the application of functions to argu-
ments. Two topics would require more discussion: (i) the idea of a function
name as the common ‘unquotable’ pattern of structured value names (138-
52). Current linguistic theory takes most of the wind out of his argument for
this. (ii) The diagnosis of Frege's ‘implausible conclusion that sentences
containing empty singular terms must be truth-valueless’ (159). Second, it
reviews ‘On Concept and Object’ (1892), where Frege defends the notorious
position that concepts can never be objects, referred to by singular terms. In
the phrase ‘the concept: horse’ the definite article indicates reference to an
object standing proxy for the concept of being a horse. Noonan suggests that
this object is the extension of the concept, and returns to the idea (see above)
that reference is connected to substitution salva veritatae by ‘quotable
expression’ which names of concepts (functions) are not. Noonan (following
Dummett and Geach) imagines this problem to be illuminated by appeal to
Wittgenstein’s doctrine of saying vs. showing.

Chapter 5. Theory of Meaning Noonan begins by reconstructing (three
times!) Frege’s celebrated ‘informativeness of identity’ argument for sense
from the beginning of ‘On Sense and Reference’ (1892), and goes on to
explicate sense as ‘thinking of an object as the unique one satisfying a certain
condition’ (178-9). Although Noonan takes sense as ‘a cognitive notion’ (178),
it is arguable that only grasping a sense is cognitive, and that the sense
grasped qua condition on reference is mind independent (see below). Noonan
insists that these conditions can be non-descriptive (though he does not
elaborate) and he returns to Frege’s ‘untenable position on empty names’
(182) viz. that they contribute sense but not reference to their containing
sentences, depriving those sentences of a truth value. Again, he does not say
what is untenable about it. Frege’s doctrine of indirect reference, that in
certain ‘indirect’ linguistic contexts expressions have their customary sense
as their (‘indirect’) reference, is developed off of an ‘equivalent formulation’
of the first argument for sense (above) in terms of substitution into opaque
contexts, yet there is an important difference; the problem of the informa-
tiveness of identities arises with purely extensional languages. Next, Frege
is said to ‘explicitly commit himself to an ‘infinite hierarchy of indirect
references’ (190), though no citation is given, and even so, it is not clear why
such indirect (sense and) reference cannot be computed only in context as
compositionality requires, rather than ascribed to expressions simpliciter.
However, Noonan prefers to block the hierarchy at the second step — no
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distinct doubly indirect references. Frege’s doctrine of the objectivity of sense
(vs. the subjectivity of ‘ideas’) and the doctrine that grasping a sense is
psychological (‘The thought’, 1918), are both found wanting: ‘thoughts as
mind-independent ... explains nothing’ (197). But it would help to explain
something Frege insists on, that ‘mankind has a common store of thoughts
which can be transmitted from one generation to another’ (193). Also ‘Frege
provides no account of what grasping a thought is’ (197), which is true, though
Noonan does not point the reader in the direction Frege went with his analogy
between grasping a thought and visual perception (‘The Thought’). Noonan
ends this topic with the well known problem of indexical thoughts, especially
I-thoughts, for Frege's theory. He favors the view (from Dummett) that
I-thoughts are private in the sense that ‘only their subject can think them;
but other people can know precisely what she is thinking when she does so
... (202). In effect this locates the problem more in the grasping relation than
in the thought grasped. The final topic consists of the (failed, in Noonan’s
opinion) challenges posed to sense by Russell and Kripke. Although Russell’s
theory of deseriptions introduces the needed notion of scope, it offers an
account of the informativeness of identities by ‘smuggling in (under the title
of “propositional functions”) a notion in crucial respects akin to Fregean
sense’ (213). And although Kripke ‘teaches us the importance of the social
dimension of language and the crucial role of deferential intentions in
determining reference’ (230), his criticisms also fail. Assessment of these
points would take another review.

Robert M. Harnish
University of Arizona

Susana Nuccetelli

Latin American Thought:
Philosophical Problems and Arguments.
Boulder, CO: Westview Press 2002.

Pp. xii1 + 268.

US$75.00 (cloth: 1SBN 0-8133-3967-7);
US$25.00 (paper: 1SBN 0-8133-6553-8).

The striking cover of Latin American Thought features Diego Rivera’s well-
known 1931 painting, ‘Flower Festival: Feast of Santa Anita’, which contains
a surfeit of calla lilies that, in this context, could well represent the abun-
dance, variety, and richness of ideas in Latin America. Although Nuccetelli
usually uses the terms ‘thought’ and ‘philosophy’ interchangeably, Latin
American Thought is a well-chosen primary title because the book delves into
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Latin American intellectual history from the Mayan cosmologies to present-
day debates about cultural identity.

Designed to be used as a textbook for a Latin American philosophy course
Nuccetelli prepared, the book is written in a lively style likely to engage
students. However, the text is rife with references to philosophy of language
and epistemology which are not likely to be accessible to beginning students
of philosophy. The ideas presented seem often polemical and, at times, very
controversial.

Numerous discussion questions follow each chapter. Many of the open-
ended questions are quite provocative. Nuccetelli intends the first two
chapters on the Mayans to be read in tandem, but each of the remaining six
chapters could be read individually to supplement courses dealing with more
traditional Latin American philosophy as well as history and anthropology.
The book provides much analysis of Latin American thought (often in
comparison to the eras of Western philosophy). Primary texts would need to
accompany the chapters assigned for class purposes. A strength of this book
that sometimes is absent from assessments of Latin American thought is the
inclusion of Brazil and contrasts between the influences of Spain and Portu-
gal.

At the outset, Nuccetelli convincingly argues that indigenous thought has
often been neglected in studies of Latin American thought. Throughout the
opening two chapters, however, she is perplexed by her finding that the
Mayans lacked ‘cognitive doxastic rationality’ (42) and thus have little to
contribute to contemporary philosophy. There appears ambiguity, then,
about why it is so important to study Mayan thought. Her views of what
philosophy is help reveal why she finds indigenous thought so inadequate:
‘for a theory to be philosophical, it must raise questions that are cognitively
relevant at the time and that have some plausibility (i.e., some likelihood of
being true) (60). Further: ‘The philosopher’s activity leads to wisdom because
it is based on a special kind of reflection aimed at two goals: 1) formulating
puzzles that make sense to investigate; and 2) solving them by theories or
systems of beliefs that get closer to the way things are’ (60).

The third chapter subjects native cosmologies to some famous tests of
Western philosophy and science. Nuccetelli argues that since parts of the
Mayan Popol Vuh and the Aztec explanation of the origins of the universe
‘were clearly not based on hypothesis and observation, they fail to count as
empirical theories, testable in principle and able to describe the actual origins
of the universe’ (64). For Nuccetelli, by contrast, the pre-Socratics at least
‘made some use of the method of rational argumentation’ (64). Overall, the
first three chapters will raise objections from some scholars of indigenous
cultures who may find her analyses anachronistic in several senses.

Chapters four and five deal with the clash of cultures beginning in 1492,
cultural relativism, pluralism, and human rights. Moral issues stemming
from the Conquest and Thomistic philosophy are explored, drawing espe-
cially on the thought of George Santayana, Francisco Romero, Bartolomé de
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Las Casas, Francisco Vitoria, Bernardino de Sahagun, José Vasconcelos,
Samuel Ramos, and Miguel Leén-Portilla.

Chapter six may be the most valuable: Nuccetelli outlines scholasticism
very tellingly and explains why it endured for so long in Latin America. She
covers key intellectual debates and then synopsizes the thought of several
major thinkers in very clear and accessible ways. She demonstrates how the
modernizing thought of José de Acosta, a Jesuit missionary in Peru, postu-
lated that geographical explorations by Spain and Portugal revealed defi-
ciencies in Scholastic science. Acosta’s thought helped to discard ancient and
medieval conceptions of the planet in favor of a modern view.

The Mexican nun Sor Juana Inés de la Cruz was another significant
figure. Her autobiographical essay, ‘Reply to Sor Filotea,” is a profound
defense of a woman’s right to learn and maintain an intellectual life. Nuc-
cetelli nicely analyzes Sor Juana’s feminist thought in historical context and
includes much of her unusual life story. Nuccetelli says of Sor Juana, ‘In spite
of her success at court, at the age of sixteen she renounced that life to enter
a convent, probably because of her intellectual leanings and the realization
that, since she was an illegitimate daughter with no dowry, she had no status
in the eyes of colonial society and thus could not qualify for a marriage of the
kind that might allow her to pursue her interests’ (150-1). While it is true
that Sor Juana lacked social standing for the reasons Nuccetelli mentions,
Sor Juana’s writings reveal no interest in marriage, and she famously wrote
in ‘Reply to Sor Filotea’ of her total disinclination toward that institution.
Chapter 6 also includes an interesting discussion of the defining political
thought of Simén Bolivar and Domingo F. Sarmiento.

Critical intellectual cycles of positivism and anti-positivism are explored
in Chapter 7. The essential scholarship on these topics by Brazilian Joao
Cruz, Costa, Uruguayan Arturo Ardao, Argentine Risieri Frondizi, and
Mexican Leopoldo Zea are showcased. This chapter also presents seminal
ideas of the Uruguayan José Enrique Rod6 on Latin American identity, the
Cuban José Marti on social justice in the Americas, and the Peruvian José
Carlos Mariategui on issues of land and race.

In the last chapter, Nuccetelli discusses a variety of contemporary topics
in Latin American thought: What should people who live in or come from
Latin America call themselves, Hispanic, Latino, Ibero-American? Nuccetelli
briefly lists some connotations of those terms before exploring other identity
issues.

Amy A. Oliver
American University
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Joseph Raz

Engaging Reason.

On the Theory of Value and Action.
Don Mills, ON and New York: Oxford
University Press 1999. Pp. 336.
Cdn$79.50: US$60.00

(cloth: 1SBN 0-19-823829-0);
Cdn$39.95: US$19.95

(paper: ISBN 0-19-924800-1).

Engaging Reason brings together papers that Joseph Raz has over the course
of the past decade devoted to the areas of value theory, metaethics and the
philosophy of action. Raz is principally known as a philosopher of law and of
politics. This book therefore represents something of a departure for him.
But readers will be happy to know that all of the intellectual virtues that
have characterized earlier works such as The Concept of a Legal System and
The Morality of Freedom are in evidence here. Raz is a careful, painstaking
philosopher who has always displayed an overriding commitment to follow-
ing arguments wherever they might lead, rather than to defending flashy or
controversial positions. His book is a tough read, and is not to be recom-
mended to the philosophically squeamish. Each page is rife with complex
argument and fine-grained analytic distinctions. Raz is not the most reader-
friendly of philosophers. His arguments are often not as clearly signposted
as one might like, and the search for philosophical precision rather than
elegance often lends his prose a superficially forbidding air. But readers
patient enough to stay the course with Raz will be rewarded with some of the
most thought-provoking and philosophically compelling work on value theory
and the philosophy of action to have been produced in quite some time.

I cannot possibly, within the confines of a short review, hope to do justice
to the full range of views developed by Raz in this book. I hope to be able to
present its main themes, and to raise a couple of questions suggested by
them. Raz begins with a general construal of what it means to be an agent.
Agency is, for Raz, responsiveness to reasons rather than mere license or
spontaneity. We display the active side of our character not when we act
outside of all normative constraint, but rather when our actions are governed
by reasons. And the reasons that we recognize betoken our awareness of the
good-making properties of actions. Our behaviour only manifests our active
personhood when it is grounded in an understanding of those aspects of the
world that instantiate value.

Normative governance does not however for Raz imply normative deter-
mination. Our understanding of the reasons that apply to us does not
necessitate action. Rather, it identifies certain actions as eligible. Reason
underdetermines choice. The will on Raz’s view must step in and choose
between incommensurable values.

Human action is therefore both explained and justified by the values that
there are, to which our reason makes us responsive. But what is the status
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of our value-talk? Are values ‘objective’, or do they merely reflect individual
idiosyncracy or social custom? Central to Raz’s project is the vindication of
the objectivity of our evaluative thought. For Raz, there is no easy way to
determine whether a domain of human thought is objective or not. Rather,
there is a (revisable and expandable) variety of tests, epistemic, semantic
and metaphysical that seem jointly to characterize what we mean by ‘objec-
tive’. For example, it must admit of the possibility of error; thoughts within
the domain must be answerable to available evidence; they must pertain to
a reality that is construed of as independent of them, and the like. Various
truisms, rather than a simply statable theory, make up our best under-
standing of objectivity. And so though we cannot say that evaluative dis-
course is unchallengeably objective, we can say that it meets the challenges
set by the various truisms that constitute our unsystematic and provisional
understanding of objectivity.

Raz is at pains to meet the challenge to the objectivity of evaluative
discourse posed by various rival theories to do with the sources of value, most
notably theories that link value to social practices. Raz’s objection to social
relativists is complex and subtle. He claims that certain goods emerge as
worthwhile objects of human pursuit because of contingent human practices.
Values are plural, and there are many imaginable ways of combining them
into complex goods. The ways of mixing values that do in fact end up emerging
in human history are a function of the practices that emerge in different
societies. Such practices explain the emergence of such and such a complex
good, and sustain the good in question by making it into an identifiable object
of human pursuit. But the values that are combined are values independently
of social contingency and practice, and they alone justify the excellences at
the heart of a practice as worthy of human pursuit. (Readers of The Morality
of Freedom will recognize a link here with the themes developed in that book.
The view developed by Raz allows us to see more clearly why a liberal
perfectionist might end up defending the importance of culture and social
context. In Raz’s view, though values exist independently of practice, their
concatenation into standards of excellence only occurs within contingent
social practices.)

So we have a picture of what agency consists in, one that links it closely
to the domain of objective values and to the social practices that embody them
in complex ways. But we should in Raz’s view be wary of jumping too quickly
from this view of agency to the view of practical reason that might at first
glance seem to flow from it. For it does not follow from the fact that action is
governance by reasons that it must always be accompanied by an explicit
awareness of or deliberation on the basis of these reasons. Reasons inform
the way we see the world and the values that inhere in it, but when we act,
it is most often directly on the basis of this awareness, rather than mediated
by an explicit reckoning of values or principles at play.

The book ends with a set of essays that jointly question the view, which
has become something of a truism among moral philosophers, that there exist
distinct and identifiable provinces of moral and of prudential reasons. The
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realm of value present itself to us in a much more seamless manner, Raz
contends. We choose certain actions because they appear to us as instantiat-
ing certain goods, not because of the further thought that these goods are
distinctly moral, nor because they conduce to our well-being. Conceiving the
realm of value as in this way seamless among other things dissolves the
challenge that the amoralist has been seen as posing to the legitimacy of
moral talk. The amoralist thinks that she can for example accept all of the
prudential reasons that her fellows also accept, but simply opt out of the
distinctly moral ones. The seamlessness of value makes this a much harder
position to sustain. But it also puts paid to the traditional moralist response,
which has been to attempt to argue the amoralist back into morality on the
basis of the rational commitments she affirms elsewhere.

The foregoing sketch can only hint at the subtlety and complexity of the
arguments presented in Engaging Reason. Though the book is (it seems to
me) broadly Aristotelian in its spirit (through the link it establishes between
the will and perception, through the argument for a practice-based view of
complex goods, and arguably also through its unified picture of practical
reasoning), Raz is in no way motivated by an esprit de clocher. Though his
views are sometimes developed by confrontation with those of others (Wil-
liams, Nagel, Dancy, etc.), he has no philosophical axe to grind. It would be
well-nigh impossible to subsume Raz’s view under the banner of any cur-
rently extant philosophical ‘ism’.

A few of the claims developed in the book seemed to me to raise questions.
I would like very briefly to spell out two. First, I worry that Raz has not done
justice to what one might term ‘hard-nosed’ realists for whom the objectivity
of morality depends upon the properties to which it refers being integratable
to what as a misleading shorthand we might refer to as a scientific world
view. Many, including David Brink, have come to believe that upholding the
objectivist bona fides of the properties to which moral discourse refers is
through the thesis of the supervenience of the moral upon the non-moral.
Raz’s response, if I understand him aright, is that the intelligibility of the
moral depends upon much more than supervenience. We need to know a lot
about evaluative discourse before we can start matching up evaluative and
non-evaluative properties in a supervenience relation. And supervenience
cannot help us effect the correct groupings.

But this seems to me to confuse two issues. No holder of the supervenience
thesis has to my knowledge ever claimed that unless one can match up
evaluative and non-evaluative properties in the correct way, one does not
understand the evaluative terms one uses. Part of the supervenience theo-
rist’s concern is precisely, through the thesis of the irreducibility of moral
terms, to immunize the every day user of moral terms from such a challenge.
But the possibility of intelligibility does not settle the metaphysical question.
We can accept that speakers use evaluative terms aright without any idea of
their non-evaluative underpinnings, and still wonder whether these terms
refer to anything that could be integrated into a respectable scientific
world-view. Much of Raz’s characterization of values have not only an

441



objectivist, but also a realist tone. Values are for Raz aspects of the world.
He therefore takes on a metaphysical burden of proof that the hard-nosed
realist might with some justification view as not having been fully dis-
charged.

Second, it seems to me that there is something of an incompatibility
between what Raz says about the practice-basedness of goods and standards
of excellence on the one hand, and his dismissal of the possibility that there
might be an independent province of distinctly moral reasons on the other.
The question is this: could it not be the case that, while there are no distinctly
moral values when we consider the issue from a practice-independent point
of view, it just happens to be the case that a practice has emerged that cordons
off certain values as distinctly moral, and that combines a set of values
together into the standards of excellence that we tend to identify with the
morally admirable person? In other words, does Raz’s metaethical view on
this question not stem to some degree from his adoption of a socially aloof
point of view, whereas surely one of the messages we are to take away from
Engaging Reason is that we cannot fully understand complex goods unless
we attend carefully to the social practices that explain their emergence and
sustain them over time? And if this is the case, does it not give new legs to
the amoralist, who can simply be taken to be claiming that she does not go
in for the way of ‘mixing values’ that has come to be identified with the
practice of morality?

Engaging Reason is destined to become a classic in value theory, just as
Raz’s other works have become canonical in their respective fields. It is a
difficult book, but one which more than repays the effort that grappling with
its many stimulating arguments involves.

Daniel Weinstock
Université de Montréal

Jill Robbins, ed.

Is It Righteous To Be?

Interviews with Emmanuel Levinas.
California: Stanford University Press 2001.
Pp. 1 + 307.

US$55.00 (cloth: 1SBN 0-8047-4308-8);
US$24.95 (paper: ISBN 0-8047-4309-6).

Comprising twenty interviews spanning a decade of Emmanuel Levinas’s
prolific career, Is It Righteous To Be? provides one of the best initial routes
of access into Levinas’ distinct philosophical ceuvre and a valuable resource
for those more familiar with his thinking. This collection offers insights, not
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only into common Levinasian themes (such as the ‘face’ [48-9, 135, 204, 208,
215], ‘separation’ [131-2, 173], ‘holiness’ [56, 90, 111, 170, 183-4, 207, 218,
220], ‘asymmetry’ [54, 56, 133, 143, 213], ‘pre-philosophical experience’
[159-60], the ‘miracle’ and ‘madness’ of generosity [54, 59, 106, 111, 113,
216-18, 2501, ‘legitimate violence’ [167, 221], and the ‘third party’ [50-1, 67-8,
100, 115-16, 133, 143, 165-9, 183, 193-4, 205-6, 214, 230, 246]), but also into
less familiar — though highly relevant — aspects of Levinas’s life and work.

Levinas’s intellectual generosity becomes apparent in a number of the
interviews. Thus, although Levinas’ is not an ‘optimistic philosophy’ (175)
promising a theological or political ‘happy end’ (134), he praises both ‘Chris-
tian charity’ (70) and Marxism’s ‘devotion to the other man’ (88). Likewise,
Levinas’s pacific (if not potentially ‘masochistic’ [46]) vision of sociality does
not prevent him from expressing his ‘great admiration’ (42) for Jean-Paul
Sartre’s Being and Nothingness.

On a more biographical note Levinas recalls the esoteric M. Shoshani
(assuming ‘that was his real name’ [74]) whose remarkable knowledge of the
Scriptures and Talmudic tradition so inspired him. Surviving on other’s
hospitality, Shoshani stayed with Levinas ‘once or twice a week’ for around
three years, until one day he suddenly left ‘without saying goodbye’ (75). (A
striking parallel emerges here between Levinas’s general characterisation of
the other and Shoshani’s own ‘visitation’ [87] and appeal for non-reciprocal
hospitality.)

But Levinas’ generosity is not unbounded. His high regard for Being and
Time is, after all, severely compromised by Martin Heidegger’s political
deviations. Levinas thus warns: ‘Heideggerian being-with-one-another ...
appears to me always like a marching together’ (137), and similarly: {t]here
is in Heidegger the dream of a nobility of the blood and the sword’ (186).
Although Being and Time presents ‘no formulation specifically traceable to
the theses of National Socialism,” there is in the concept of ‘authenticity’
something in which Nazism can ‘find accommodation’ (202). (More causti-
cally, Levinas confesses that ‘Hitler did always sound a bit like Heidegger to
me’ [141].)

What troubles Levinas here is Heidegger’s rhetoric, which ‘sounded,
resounded, theological as well. You know, “guilt.” It looked as if it were a
secularization of theology’ (ibid.). There is doubtless something in this
charge, but Levinas seems oblivious to his own preoccupation with guilt. For
although Levinas characterises ethics as a ‘responsibility without guilt’ (52)
(as ‘preceding a notion of a guilty initiative’ [ibid.]); as ‘a debt that precedes
all borrowing’ [192]), he nevertheless refers to the ‘uneasiness at having
taken the place of another. This putting into question of my place — of my
site —in being ... A reversal of a being content with its own good conscience
of existing’ (98), and ‘the death of the other man ... for whom one may already
feel ... like a guilty survivor’ (126).

Is It Righteous To Be? is therefore pertinently titled, for the ethical
question posed simply by ‘the Da of my Dasein’ being ‘already a usurpation,
already a violence in respect to the other’ (225) whom ‘I [have] deprived ... of
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his vital space’ (128) is arguably Levinas’s overriding concern (55, 62, 92, 97,
194). (It is in this context that he recalls Franz Kafka, who ‘describes a
culpability without crime, a world in which man never gets to know the
accusations charged against him. We see there the genesis of the problem of
meaning. It is not only the question “Is my life righteous?” but rather, “Is it
righteous to be?” " [163].)

Indeed, Levinas’s further identification of ‘a whole geopolitics in Heideg-
ger’ (178) is similarly haunted by self-obliviousness. For his account of the
relation between Biblical and Greek thought (133-4) is unwittingly exclu-
sivistic: ‘T always say — but under my breath —that the Bible and the Greeks
present the only serious issues in human life; everything else is dancing. I
think these texts are open to the whole world. There is no racism intended’
(149). Whatever his intentions, Levinas’s dual insistence that, on the one
hand, ‘the Bible is essential to thinking’ (63) (‘The Bible means something
for all authentically human thought, for civilization tout court’ [243]; ‘all
literature ... is perhaps only a premonition or recollection of the Bible’[170]),
and, on the other hand, ‘everything must be able to be “translated” into Greek’
(224), constitutes a troubling ethnocentrism. Levinas thus maintains, not
only that ‘Europe is the Bible and the Greeks’ (64), but also that ‘European
man is central’ (ibid.): ‘it is in the Old Testament that everything, in my
opinion, is borne ... man is Europe and the Bible, and all the rest can be
translated from there’ (ibid.). Likewise, we are told that ‘Europe ... is the
Bible and the Greeks’ and as such ‘takes in everything else in the world ...
One can express everything in Greek. One can, for example, say Buddhism
in Greek. Speaking Greek will always remain European’ (137). (In a not
dissimilar vein Levinas suggests that ‘[e|veryone is a little bit Jewish’[164].)

In addition to its treatment of key Levinasian motifs, Is It Righteous To
Be? offers a comprehensive — albeit at times surprising and uncomfortable
— picture of Levinas, his philosophy and cultural presumptions. But then,
as Levinas himself wonders, ‘[plerhaps ... I invent new words for old ideas’
(112).

Bob Plant
University of Aberdeen
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Roberto Romani

National Character and Public Spirit

in Britain and France, 1750-1914.

New York: Cambridge University Press 2002.
Pp. ix + 348.

US$60.00. 1sBN 0-521-81000-0.

In a recent tribute to David Riesman in the New York Times (May 19th, 2002),
Orlando Patterson noted the tendency within modern sociology to embrace
narrow topics lending themselves to empirical measurement and stringent
standards of verifiability. The casualty of this approach, as noted by Patter-
son, is no less than the discipline of sociology itself which has been progres-
sively losing its ability to speak to the deep interests of Americans in coming
to understand what is distinctive about their patterns of behaviour, beliefs
and values. This tension between both the underlying appeal, if not need, for
broad generalizations about political and social community and their weak-
nesses as scientific claims is also what informs this book by Romani. It is
timely insofar as there is implicit recourse to such broad characterizations
in various debates over the progress of democratization and political devel-
opment, be it in Africa, the Middle East or in aboriginal communities across
the world, as well as in attempts within the developed world to reconceptu-
alise political community. However, while Patterson clearly mourns the loss
of a more humanist strand of sociology, Romani takes the scientific impera-
tive more seriously. The charting of the rise and variations of a discourse
concerning national character linked to changing social and political circum-
stances fuels scepticism over its viability as a factor of social analysis.

By claiming to show the history of the concept of national character in its
various manifestations from 1750 to 1914 in both Britain and France (with
some Italian thinkers thrown into the mix), Romani sets up for himself a
Herculean task. His main objective in this broad survey is to show the
variability of the concept of national character both in different cultures and
different time periods. The task appears even larger when it becomes evident
that he is seeking to do more than just a survey of what we might call national
stereotypes. In fact, he is drawing on traditions of literature, from Montes-
quieu on, which seek to argue for the relevance of social factors (meeurs) for
politics, be it in the form of cultural generalizations about certain national
groups or merely a concern for the habits and attitudes which best support
political liberty.

Romani focuses on five major variants on the theme(s) throughout the
eighteenth and nineteenth centuries: that of eighteenth-century France,
where authors tended to share the idea of national character as an elite
phenomenon and where philosophes stressed the classical notion of char-
acter being the effect of institutions so as to criticize despotic tendencies
within the old regime; post-revolutionary France, where there was increased
emphasis on the primacy of morals (meurs) over institutions culminating
in the work of Tocqueville; Continental political economy (including Italy)
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in the first half of the nineteenth century, where the notion of national
character began to encompass the need for the virtues of hard work and
enterprise in the wake of the rise of industrial society; late eighteenth-cen-
tury Britain, where Whiggish pride in the virtues of Englishness prevailed,
seen as synonymous with the universal qualities of a free people; and finally
later nineteenth-century thought and the development of the social sciences
which led to an emphasis away from the narrowly political implications of
national character as a means to sustain modern republican institutions
towards the idea of civism, or the amalgam of qualities essential for the
proper functioning of a complex modern society requiring solidarity and
cooperation among individuals. As is evident by this very general overview
of the variants covered, each one in itself could merit a separate monograph
and so it is to Romani’s credit that he is able to cover such a vast territory
in just under 350 pages. Furthermore, Romani is careful in examining each
chosen author to provide a detailed appreciation of their arguments as
relevant to his theme so as to support his understanding of the broad shifts
in thought without injustice to the particulars. The work shows a good
understanding of the work of a vast number of modern theorists and an
impressive array of scholarship.

However, it is the display of scholarship in the particulars which in the
end may detract from the general force of argument in the book as a whole.
In the course of depicting the views of one thinker after another there are
times when the book may lose its thread and when the broader argument is
lost.

Romani is certainly right to emphasize the elusive and problematic nature
of a notion of national character. He does note that such generalizations,
though scientifically dubious in the absence of solid empirical grounding or
mode of proof, also do contain a grain of truth. So why embark on a study of
such a difficult concept? Romani argues in his Introduction that a history of
the idea of national character will help to clarify its meanings ‘in order to be
dealt with more consciously by those who care about intellectual discipline’
(2). In the current context one could clearly find more powerful reasons for
exploring the history of these notions. Still, what the reader finds at the end
of the road is an extremely broad range of theoretical approaches which in
some way argue for the relevance of social factors for political life with no
real attempt to adjudicate among them or to draw lessons from their evolu-
tion. It is also curious why Romani limits his study to the British and French
traditions with little discussion of their interrelated influences (for example
Tocqueville’s influence on Mill) and no discussion of some of the German
thinkers whose ideas have been considered seminal for nineteenth-century
nationalism. Even within the traditions he chose to examine he makes clear
that he has avoided study of any issues ‘stemming from encounters with
extra-European peoples ...’ (6). The lacuna is not only disappointing but may
very well be distorting given that he seeks to show the varying meanings of
the idea of national character based on the very uses they were put to in their
context. It is hard to imagine how these encounters could not have had an
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impact on how national community and their relative virtues or lack thereof
came to be perceived.

In conclusion, while the work does show an impressive amount of schol-
arship and moments of extraordinary insight, Romani’s failure to dwell more
thoroughly on the broader justification and significance of his study was a
disappointment, particularly in light of current debates concerning how to
reconceptualize social and political community.

Rebecca Kingston
(Department of Political Science)
University of Toronto

Maria Michela Sassi

The Science of Man in Ancient Greece
Trans. Paul Tucker.

Chicago: University of Chicago Press 2001.
Pp. xxx + 224.

US$34.00. 1sBN 0-226-73530-3.

This book, originally published in Italian in 1988 but now revised with a
forward by G.E.R. Lloyd, provides an extensive analysis of the development
of anthropological thinking in the ancient world. Sassi attempts, by philologi-
cal investigation, to trace the development and systematisation of ancient
thought on the nature of humankind. Beginning with an examination of the
use of skin colour to distinguish male and female in Greek writings from the
archaic to classical periods Sassi identifies a Greek preoccupation with the
physical signs of difference. Moreover, the contrast between the white-
skinned female and the dark-skinned male is further explained by reference
to an indoor/outdoor contrast, reflecting the distinct social spheres of influ-
ence. This patterning of physical attribute with social role is then further
investigated in the case of other marginal figures such as the slave, boy,
craftsman, peasant, philosopher and foreigner. The function of these descrip-
tive systems is to identify and contrast a dominant centre group with the
periphery and thereby reinforce the social dominance of the former.

This system is not perceived along a sharp contrastive binary opposition,
but allows for a spectrum of deviation dependant on the proportion of shared
positive or negative physical characteristics. It is this quality that preserves
a greater degree of social marginalization of the female over lesser deviants
such as the peasant and foreigner. Interestingly, Sassi observes that this
rudimentary prelude to anthropological thinking is founded not on consid-
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eration and definition of the norm, but on a fascination with that which is
different from that norm. This belief that physical characteristics somehow
correspond to innate nature is said by Sassi to be the birth of anthropological
thinking in the ancient world.

Sassi then proceeds to trace the influence of this basic assumption on the
development of a number of theoretical spheres in the ancient world such as
physiognomics, ethnography, geography, medicine and astrology. Drawing
on an impressively wide range of evidence, Sassi makes use of not only
literary texts, but also evidence from papyrology, epigraphy, archaeology, art
history and numismatics. From these Sassi develops a coherent conception
of development of anthropological thought in the ancient world, acknow-
ledging the simultaneous and interrelated influences of social ideology,
artistic representation, political pragmatics and academic speculation. This
multivalent expression of a developing theoretical system is particularly well
suited to represent the nature of intellectual culture in antiquity, where the
notion of distinct and exclusive disciplines was not yet a practical reality.

Sassi facilitates a clear synthesis of this material by the use of (predomi-
nantly literary) case studies integrated and supported by examples taken
from other types of evidence across a broad period. This method will be of
particular benefit to philosophers and scholars of the ancient world, espe-
cially in the extended consideration and translated citation of specialised
texts, such as the pseudo-Aristotelian Physiognomics. Her philological em-
phasis is determined by an appreciation of the performative function of these
texts and is made accessible by the inclusion of transliterated Greek terms
where pertinent.

This method allows Sassi to access and represent the development of
anthropological reasoning in the ancient world at a terminological level. In
particular, she identifies analogy and abduction as the standard form of
reasoning in early physiognomical theory and recognises the commonality
between physiognomical and rhetorical modes of argument and presentation.
The use of analogy as a complex symbolic ordering is shown to be a persistent
element in anthropological thinking. The classification of reality by the use
of symbolical forms of logic is said to add cohesion to collective patterns of
thought.

Both medical and ethnographic texts reveal an attempt to graft explana-
tory reasoning onto this system of signs and associations. Herodotos, for
example, prefers similarity in custom over physical similarity as a means of
identifying the ethnic origins of the people of Colchis (103). Later writers
seeking to affirm the right to rule of various peoples associate the physical
environment not only with the immediate physicality of the people but with
their moral, and hence political, character. This is affirmed in the Hippocratic
treatise Airs, Waters, Places, which relates climate and terrain to physical
and psychical characteristics (108-9),

The articulation of an ordered and organized system of classification
begins, according to Sassi (112ff.), with Aristotle. It is with him that a
teleological structure of inferences from physical and climatic to moral and
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political is presented. Aristotle postulates that the ideal is a balance of these
contrasting physical and thus moral characteristics. The temperate climate
of Greece is assumed to produce, by this reasoning, people with courage,
freedom, intelligence and the ability to rule.

With Posidonius and the relocation of the political centre of the Mediter-
ranean world to Rome, Sassi sees the final development of a ‘genuine
anthropological theory’ designed to extrapolate and explain reality on the
basis of physical signs (131). The competition between medicine and divina-
tion for the authoritative ‘science’ of prediction was then founded on the claim
to a comprehensive set of established data said to provide the network of
association enabling prediction. This move is said to have been primarily
facilitated by the works of Galen and Ptolemy. Identification of the illness or
phenomenon was not the focus of theoretical attention. Rather, it was the
prognostic capabilities which proved the authority of each method. The
efficacy of such vast data collection was not realised until the system of the
humors was established.

The final culmination of anthropological thinking identified by Sassi is
astrology (ch. 5). It is the cosmic theory of sympathy contributed by the Stoics,
that formulates the relationship between astral bodies and signs with the
human world in a manner which could cope with the needs to describe
individual situations and collective. Culminating with the Zodiac, it is this
system which most rigidly and lastingly systematised ancient anthropologi-
cal thinking.

Sassi offers a convincing and illuminating presentation of the develop-
ment of anthropological thinking in the ancient world. The ambitious chrono-
logical and evidential scope of her analysis lends itself to a synchronic and
synthetic conception of the development described. Often this method elides
the substantial differences in register and context of her source material —
creating a rather deceptive concordance. For instance, papyrological evi-
dence, and indeed epigraphic evidence, shows that there were a number of
identificatory techniques used besides simple reference to physical charac-
teristics, although Sassi is right in noting some prevalence of this type (67).
The interest in presenting a continuous development frequently leads Sassi
to overlook the more immediate motivations behind ancient thought. It is
with closer, more specialised, diachronic investigation that the true merits
of Sassi’s remarkable thesis needs to be tested. This is all the more reason
for scholars from various disciplines to consider Sassi’s work, especially as
the potential benefits for political, social, philosophical and scientific history
are S0 NUMErous.

Rachel Yuen-Collingridge

(Department of Ancient History)
Macquarie University
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Avital Simhony and David Weinstein, eds.
The New Liberalism:

Reconciling Liberty and Community.

New York: Cambridge University Press 2001.
Pp. ix + 246.

US$65.00 (cloth: 1SBN 0-521-79083-2);
US$23.00 (paper: 1SBN 0-521-79404-8).

The ‘new liberalism’ of the late nineteenth and early twentieth century is the
subject of this thought-provoking volume. One ambition of the collection is
the recovery and revivification of this member of the liberal family. The
editors lament that most current dialogues jump from nineteenth-century
J.S. Mill to twentieth-century John Rawls, forgetting notable historic figures
of new liberalism such as T.H. Green, Bosanquet, Hobhouse, and Hobson.
One aftereffect is the narrowness of contemporary depictions of liberalism,
a multifarious tradition. A second goal is to alleviate the deleterious effects
of this neglect on the ‘liberalism-communitarianism debate’. This current
debate relies upon misleadingly dualistic depictions of liberalism and com-
munitarianism as antagonists, and overlooks that this dialogue is a replay
of an historical debate to which the new liberals contributed.

In the contemporary liberal-communitarian debate, liberalism is por-
trayed as individualistic, ‘featuring solitary abstract individuals who find
fulfillment in separation from each other’ (2). The new liberalism pre-empted
this criticism, creating a place for community and common good as well as
rights. New liberals supported rights ‘as enabling powers which guaranteed
all citizens the opportunity to flourish and thereby contribute to the common
good’ (5). The response to initial communitarian objections was that liberal-
ism has always valued common good and community and not valorized
unencumbered selves.

The collection is carefully organized and readers are rewarded with a rich
array. Michael Freeden argues that Hobhouse rejects the view of society as
founded on a voluntary contract. Hobhouse’s community ‘led inevitably to a
carving out of that element of harmony as the common good ... the organic
relation was one of mutual service, constituting a harmony in which each
part assisted the fulfillment of the others’ (35). The community is a bearer of
rights and has its own identity, and so individual liberty is constrained by
community rights. Freeden claims that these constraints are not repressive,
but mark out horizons of permissible ranges of political values and conduct.
Hobhouse’s conception of the common good is ‘a harmonious, individual-de-
veloping sociability’ (39). Hobhouse notes that personal development comes
to fruition through contributing to the common good. He ‘dissociates himself
from a conception of autonomy as self-regarding action’ (41) and rejects the
present-day focus on individual autonomy. Although these arguments raise
a knotty set of issues, Freeden does not pursue them in depth.

According to Rex Martin, T.H. Green’s theory of rights is organized around
‘(i) the requirement of social recognition and (ii) the idea of a common good’
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(50). The discussion concentrates on the first aspect, which is acknowledged
as controversial, particularly Green’s claim that ‘recognition is necessary to
any right properly understood’ (50). The worrying implications are palpable:
the politics of recognition dialogue has brought attention to the harm done
to oppressed groups whose rights are not socially recognized. Martin’s careful
elaboration does not sufficiently address this core problem. A further problem
arises from Green’s views on the common good, for rights are justified
according to the mutually perceived benefit that each and every citizen has
in being treated in ‘ways that are identically the same for all’ (59). This goes
against the grain of the politics of difference, which claims that identical
treatment, when some are oppressed, does not promote justice. Finally, that
Green’s theory depends at its heart upon a conception of self-realization
which relies upon having ‘identical traits of character’ (60) is at odds with
liberal pluralism and diversity.

Avital Simhony’s contribution further articulates Green’s theory of the
common good. Green’s theory features ‘his deliberate effort to rid liberalism
of its association with self-centered individualism’, instead requiring joint
self-realization (70-1). Since self-realization is a mutual good, ‘no one can
achieve self-realization in separation from and independently of others; one’s
development is dependent on and is reciprocal with others’ (72). The ideal is
distributive, applying to ‘each and every member of society individually,
though jointly and not separately’ (73). Self-realization focuses on the form
of realizing one’s capacities by following ‘dominant interests’ of varied sorts.
Free choice of pursuits is not advocated, for only valuable pursuits are
candidates. Simhony recognizes that ‘liberal anxieties about Green’s liberal-
ism’ do not go away, though she contends, without substantial argument,
that they are groundless. The anxiety is that ‘the commonness of the (com-
mon) good is exclusionary and suppressive of difference’ (89). The response,
that although there are restrictions on self-realization, it is not a single path,
is unlikely to appease liberal anxieties.

Some essays take up more specific topics. John Morrow looks at new
liberal theorists’ views on private property. James Meadoweroft counters the
currently dominant view that liberalism is identified with state neutrality
by arguing that state perfectionist policies can promote the common good.
Gerald Gaus’s treatment of Bosanquet interestingly explores the combina-
tion of ‘a thorough-going, organic (communitarian) social metaphysics with
a strong defense of economic individualism’ (23). David Weinstein argues
effectively that the new liberalism and nineteenth-century utilitarianism
were ‘estranged conceptual cousins but they were conceptual cousins none-
theless’ (159); Green, Hobhouse, and Ritchie are indebted to utilitarianism,
and their liberalisms are ‘fundamentally consequentialist’ and even ‘funda-
mentally utilitarian’ (159). Andrew Vincent argues that new liberals pursued
an ‘active’ conception of citizenship, which has since been turned into a
‘passive’ conception. The ‘Achilles’ heel’ (224) is that ‘in a situation of
increasing pluralism and recognition of difference, it is difficult any longer
to get a purchase on metaphysical or moral consensus’ (225). Vincent's
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argument faces the substantive issues sidestepped by some other contribu-
tors.

The collection succeeds admirably in its first goal of exploring the richness
of the new liberal tradition. It is less successful in the second goal. Underlying
the caricatures of the contemporary liberalism-communitarianism debate
are knotty problems and dilemmas. ‘Liberal anxieties’ about tensions be-
tween the common good and individual, personal autonomy, about rights and
justice and the politics of difference, and about pluralism and diversity are
not fully addressed. The collection would have benefited from a more con-
certed engagement with liberal anxieties as well as with communitarian
concerns.

Wendy Donner
Carleton University

Ming Singer

Unbounded Consciousness:

Qualia, Mind and Self.

London: Free Association Books 2001.
Pp. x + 254.

US$55.00 (cloth: 1SBN 1-85343-542-2);
US$25.00 (paper: ISBN 1-85343-541-4).

The Second World War had an extraordinary impact on science. The majority
of science’s practitioners were otherwise occupied, of course, and when
directly involved in hostilities, their attention had to be focussed on the
immediate job of survival. But even the military situation permits occasional
opportunities for thought. Scientists forced to spend years away from the
laboratory were able to take stock and frequently revise their research ideas
and priorities. The upshot was an extraordinary blossoming in the immediate
post-war period, as scientists acted upon their well-considered plans.

Research on the brain has witnessed a massive surge in recent years, and
books on consciousness are being published in their hundreds every year. But
any sort of consensus still seems a remote prospect, and one cannot help
wondering whether the field needs a few-year pause for contemplation and
evaluation. Perish the thought that this would require another conflagration,
but perhaps a universally supported moratorium on publication would have
a salutary effect. It would be healthy for the field to have a time-out for
stock-taking.

During such a breather, those interested in consciousness could do worse
than spend some time reading the thoughtful little book by Ming Singer. The
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name is not well known among neuroscientists, and this slim volume has the
feel of a doctoral thesis. If anything, it is a prolonged evaluation of numerous
other works on the subject, and quotations abound. And because Singer
clearly puts a premium on exactitude, the desire for thoroughness occasion-
ally makes for heaviness. One must perforce consume the book in relatively
small doses. If that is done, however, one gets the feeling of gradually
progressing to a state of deeper understanding.

Not surprisingly, the work of David Chalmers has had a very large impact
on Singer’s thinking, and the book can in a sense be regarded as a prolonged
debate about the issues famously delineated in Chalmers’s seminal work.
This is not to denigrate the related efforts of such figures as Block, McGinn,
Nagel and Searle, whose work is skilfully taken into account. But in the
court-room drama that this book seems to provide a script for, it is Chalmers
who is in the dock. His information-state model is People’s Exhibit A, and
Singer does a fine imitation of Perry Mason in periodically drawing it to our
attention.

When someone gets around to writing a history of consciousness studies
— which Singer wisely acknowledges was not part of the remit — it is going
to be interesting to see how the subject has been handled by the various
academic disciplines. The subject was virtually taboo among the psycholo-
gists of the Twentieth Century, and the majority of tenured university staff
in that subject shrank from the idea of suggesting it as a research topic.
Indeed, even the mere mention of the word consciousness in undergraduate
lectures was frowned upon. The behaviourist philosophy ruled the roost, and
it was left to members of other fraternities to take up the challenge, dust it
off, and look for new avenues of investigation. There are those who attribute
the surge of interest in the subject during the last decade of the century to
what one could call the famous man impetus. And it cannot be denied that
the participation in the hunt of such figures as Francis Crick, Gerald
Edelman, the late John Eccles and, to a lesser extent, Leon Cooper — Nobel
Prize winners all — has lent weight to that conclusion. But there are others
who feel that the more important factor has been the emergence of brain-im-
aging techniques. And it has to be admitted that being able to see which brain
regions are active under a given set of circumstances has an almost seductive
appeal.

The famous man factor has perhaps been seen most prominently in the
emergence of what many are now calling quantum consciousness — as if a
role for quantum effects in consciousness was already part of the scientific
canon. The luminous person in that case is Roger Penrose, of course, and
Singer devotes many pages to discussions of the quantum idea. Sceptics have
heaped scorn on this theory, saying that it sprang from logic which linked
quantum mechanics to consciousness merely because they are both mysteri-
ous — ergo, they must be connected at some deep level. One cannot help
wondering whether Penrose’s Pied-Piper influence on many young physicists
stems from the respect he obviously deserves by dint of his superb accom-
plishments in more traditional areas of physics, mathematics and cosmology.
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Singer also devotes space to another physics-inspired concept, namely
chaos, and he carefully documents the evidence for that phenomenon playing
arole in consciousness. In this case, the argument hinges on the brain having
to chose from between a variety of possible responses to a given stimulus,
and Singer does an excellent job of tying such choice to a process of self-or-
ganisation. Whether such a process has to be of the type usually discussed
in connection with chaos is, however, another matter, and Singer wisely
leaves that question in abeyance.

Singer’s incorporation of the word unbounded in the book’s title seems to
smack of a second agenda. That feeling is reinforced by the three-page
epilogue, in which Singer sums up the overall case. Oddly enough, the prose
becomes heavier here, as if the gravity of the subject matter were finally
making itself felt. We read of ‘the vastly daunting task of synergistic synthe-
ses’ (225) and later that ‘once the agency-sentience divide is closed, a higher
level of synthesis is reached in the synthesis-antithesis dialectic’ (227). The
final tone is almost evangelical, and the book ends with a flourish, as it states
that ‘consciousness ... is the greatest and most glorious gift of nature. And it
has no bounds’ (227). The book would have benefited from a lighter finish,
but let that not detract from the generally positive impression; it’s a reward-
ing read.

Rodney Cotterill
(Department of Biophysics)
Danish Technical University
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